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Preface:
Ever since I could remember I liked trains, I also liked train songs. Growing up in the 1960s, it was Johnny Cash and his trains stories, 
then along came Gordon Lightfoot and his memorable “Canadian Railroad Trilogy”. In one song, Johnny Cash sings about the 
vanishing railroad, “I've Got A Thing About Trains”. That sums up my sentiments exactly. The trains that I have a thing about are the 
old time steam trains, particularly the ones that ran through the area I have lived in. When I was a teenager, I used to hike around the 
Credit Valley area looking for evidence of the old railroads that ran through that area. A little later, I discovered a series of books by 
James Filby, Ralph Beaumont and others which covered the history of the area in general and the Credit Valley Railway in particular. 
My interest in the railways and this area has been with me for a long time, and now I will set down on paper what I have found during 
my research.

William Annand
  © 2008-2019

Welcoming committee at the Elora Station for a Credit Valley 4-4-0 and its crew, 1882.

The Credit Valley Railway:

Born February   15, 1871
Died November 20, 1883
Stations 48 total -  21 on the mainline, 

    7 on the Elora branch and 
  20 on the St. Thomas branch 

Locomotives 20 all 4-4-0 varieties
Rolling Stock (1882) 29 pieces of passenger equipment, 

while the freight roster included 250 box, and 195 flat cars.
Costs in 1890s: Boxcar $900 with a life span of 8 years 

Passenger average $4,400.00
Rail 56 pound per yard for all track-age
Elevation Change From Lake Ontario to Garafraxa Twp. +1281 feet
Grade St.Thomas Branch: Maximum grade is 15 feet to the mile.

Mainline and Elora Branch: Maximum grade is 70 feet to the mile.

Introduction:
The Credit Valley area and The Credit Valley Railway had a symbiotic relationship. The Credit Valley area 
started as a collection of sleepy hamlets. The Credit Valley Railway turned over 20 of these hamlets into thriving
metropolises that were the focal point of Upper Canada and Ontario. With the passing of the Credit Valley, it 
only took approximately 20 years to turn those same metropolises back into sleepy hamlets. The cycle took only
forty years. The Credit Valley Railway was the vision of one man, George Laidlaw, at a time when most people 
looked west of Toronto and saw wilderness and cared little of it, George Laidlaw saw a people in need of 
transportation to deliver their product to Toronto and acted upon it. 

Poem For the Credit Valley Railway
“And from Chinguacousy's fertile plains

We hear the thunder rally,
To open up wealth's thousand veins,

Throughout the Credit Valley.”
 by Alexander McLachlan, 1874

The Credit Valley Railway company having placed a car at the disposal of the Ingersoll corporation, 
the Council kindly asked us to accompany them to Toronto, a short time after the opening of the road.
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Lines on the Credit Valley Trip

Whene'er we take a tour abroad,
We love to travel o'er new road,

Where scenery to us is new
And landscape pleasing to the view.

When invited for to rally,

And take a trip on Credit Valley,
We resolved for to afford

A day with Council and School Board,
For to view the rural charms

Of hills and dales and fertile farms.
With joy we saw the sunbeams gleam
On Grand River, beauteous stream,

And those perpendicular walls
Of rock, like old baronial halls.

We saw the great lake ebb and flow,
And Queen City of Ontario,

While some enjoyed the genial smile
Of Hanlon, on his lake girt isle.

Returning home, each one exclaims
"Happiest spot is banks of Thames."

James McIntyre 1884
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