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Chapter 3: Men Behind The Credit Valley Railway

Laidlaw, George: (1828-1889)

Canada had many famous railway builders: Edward Allan Talbot and Sir Allan McNab of the Great Western; C.J. Brydges and William
Molson of the Grand Trunk, to mention but a few. Among the most prominent and active in the Toronto area was George Laidlaw, the 
successful promoter and builder of railways such as the Toronto, Grey and Bruce, the Toronto and Nipissing, and the Credit Valley 
Railway.

Early Life: (1828-1867)
In reading the various short biographies of George Laidlaw I tried to ascertain just where in Scotland George was born. One said he 
was born in Linassie, Scotland another said in Sutherland, Scotland. Research showed that according to John Thomson's Atlas of 
Scotland, 1832, Sutherland was a Shire 200km north of Edinburgh. While Linassie was 168km almost due north. The two are 32km 
apart. George was born February 28, 1828, he was the son of George Laidlaw of Comar, Ross-shire and the nephew of William 
Laidlaw, factor and one of the confidential servants of Sir Walter Scott at his residence at  Abbotsford, Scotland. George Laidlaw’s 
youth indicates an adventurous and anti-establishment spirit, he studied law at Edinburgh but abandoned that in favour of joining the 
rebels of Don Carlos in Spain. He was sent to Brazil by his family and was subsequently heard of taking part in the war between 
Mexico and the United States in 1848. With the lure of gold in California in 1849, the young Scot was next heard of making his way 
across the U.S.A. to become one of the “Forty-niners”. When the gold rush ended, he returned to Scotland in 1880 and remained there 
until 1855, when at the age of twenty-seven he emigrated to Canada, a more sub. Dued young man.
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He arrived in Toronto during a wave of prosperity and obtained a position as wheat buyer in the firm of Gooderham and Worts, grain 
merchants and distillers, and his success with this company prompted him to rent a warehouse and enter into business. About this same
time George Laidlaw and a Mr. Middleton shared quarters in Toronto and Mr. Middleton's sister was invited to live with them and 
manage their home. Ann lived in Kirkdale, a suburb of Liverpool. and as quickly as possible emigrated to join her brother. George 
Laidlaw and Ann Middleton were married by Reverend Balwin of St. James Cathedral. June 10, 1858; Ann was twenty-four years old 
at the time. Laidlaw was the father of five sons. George (whose interest in Indian archaeology was responsible for a substantial portion
of the Royal Ontario Museum displays). Joseph, James, Charles and Harvey (who died in infancy). and three daughters. Katherine, 
Elizabeth Trout and Annie. George Laidlaw's influence in the area of Cannington is indicated by the naming of Trout St. after his 
daughter. By 1865, despite seven years of economic instability, he had established his own forwarding firm. It was through the grain 
trade that Laidlaw became familiar with the shortcomings of the Ontario inland transport system. 

Railway Years: (1867-1881)
His experience and contacts with other merchants and Toronto area farmers soon convinced him of the need for transportation by rail 
for the farmer's produce in the immediate Southern Ontario region. After carefully considering data collected from existing lines. 
Laidlaw was able to convince has colleagues that light, inexpensive railways would be satisfactory for use on local branch lines in 
Ontario, and since this was prior to the standardization of 1874 the gauge of three foot six inches was chosen. Forty pound rails were 
to be laid on cedar ties seven foot six inches in length with a six inch bearing surface. The ties would be secured from the forests along
the proposed right-of-way and low cost of maintenance and operations would be possible owing to lighter rolling stock. Proposals for 
railways had begun in Upper Canada in 1830 but, as explained previously, until the Railway Act of l849 was passed, it was almost 
impossible to finance any real undertaking. Two lines across the Credit Valley watershed area were under way in 1851 and were 
finished by 1856; the Hamilton and Toronto crossed through the southern area of the province while the Grand Trunk passed through 
Brampton, Norval and Acton; built prior to 1851, the Hamilton and Northwestern passed through Stewarttown and Georgetown and 
wandered across the southern and eastern part of Caledon Township.

In 1867 he published two pamphlets setting forth his views. In the first, Reports and letters on light narrow gauge railways, Laidlaw 
advocated cheaper railway lines, built to the narrow gauge of 3'6”, compared with the provincial gauge of 5'6”, and proposed 
construction by means of a system of small contracts let to local residents, each for the grading and laying of a few miles of track. He 
further visualized using indentured immigrant labourers, who would pay for their passage from overseas and for grants of land by 
building the railways. He predicted that a narrow gauge railway, built and fully equipped for 60 per cent of current railway 
construction costs, would serve for 50 years. In the second pamphlet, Cheap railways, Laidlaw suggested using narrow gauge track for 
the construction of two lines. The Toronto, Grey and Bruce was to run northwest from Toronto to Orangeville and Lake Huron, with a 
branch to Owen Sound; the Toronto and Nipissing was to follow a course northeast from Toronto to Markham and the Kawartha lakes 
region to a point on Lake Nipissing. “Your summer sky is darkened with the smoke of burning money,” Laidlaw reminded residents of 
regions to be served by the lines. While trees were being burned in remote corners of the province, Toronto residents were victims of 
monopolistic rates for firewood. 

Time and time again Laidlaw urged that new railway charters should prohibit excessive charges for the transport of firewood. Laidlaw 
also levelled a volley at the Grand Trunk and the Northern, for carrying American traffic in bond across Ontario at rates lower than 
those charged for local Ontario traffic. The two proposed railways provided a focus for anti–Grand Trunk sentiment, thereby appealing
to Torontonians as well as to isolated settlers. Breaking the cord wood monopoly would reduce fuel prices, and the Toronto, Grey and 
Bruce could possibly divert bonded traffic, destined for international markets, from the Erie Canal system to the St Lawrence system. 
Both developments would enhance Toronto’s position as a metropolitan centre, and influential businessmen, including George 
Gooderham, James Gooderham Worts, and John Gordon, endorsed Laidlaw’s proposals. Until he broke with the Grits he had a close 
ally in George Brown*; the Globe called Laidlaw a prophet and was quick to publish excerpts from “the vigorous pamphlet” as well as
letters written by him. During 1867 and 1868 Laidlaw stumped untiringly on behalf of the companies and in 1868 statutes creating the 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway Company and the Toronto and Nipissing Railway Company were passed by the Ontario legislature. 
Both charters provided for the carriage of firewood at low, fixed rates, and stipulated that no foreign traffic could be charged less than 
traffic in the corresponding local product. The sod-turning ceremonies for both lines took place in October 1869 at intermediate points,
Weston and Cannington. South of those points the routes remained in doubt and access to downtown Toronto became the single most 
pressing problem for the lines throughout the 1870s. The Toronto and Nipissing was completed and put into operation in 1872 and the 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce one year later. Laidlaw was also affiliated with the Victoria Railway. His prominence and Influence in the 
City of Toronto was well established by his associations in business and clubs with many prominent citizens such as C.G. Campbell, 
John Gardner, John McNab, James L. Mornson, Angus Morison, William Arthurs, Robert Hay, John Baxter,  William Gooderham, J.G.
Worts, John Gordon, A.B. Lee, A.R. McMaster and E.B. Osler. The first seven of the aforementioned ultimately became the Board of 
Directors of the Credit Valley Railway, with George Laidlaw as its President, at the first meeting of its shareholders. 
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Access to the Toronto harbour was essential if the Toronto, Grey and Bruce was ever to be an alternative route for American bonded 
traffic. Although both it and the Toronto and Nipissing did reach the harbour by 1873, they were away from the centre of the city, so 
that the easy exchange of rolling stock and the sharing of repair facilities was prevented. The narrow gauge lines effectively broke the 
firewood monopoly and contributed significantly to the growth of Toronto in the 1870s. 

Not surprisingly, Grand Trunk officials were critical of the narrow gauge concept, and friction between Laidlaw and Frederic William 
Cumberland, managing director of the Northern Railway, was severe for many years. Locked into a power struggle for control of the 
hinterland of Toronto, these rival groups showed a hint of unity only when the ascendancy of Toronto was threatened by an outside 
interest, such as the Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway, of Guelph and Hamilton. Laidlaw did not take part in the construction of the
two lines but transferred his attention to the Fenelon Falls region where in 1870–71 the Toronto and Nipissing was being constructed. 
He proposed a colonization scheme in which a railway, running north from the Toronto and Nipissing, would be built by indentured 
immigrants who would be paid in land along the route. However, the plan failed to gain favour with the provincial legislature and the 
Fenelon Falls railway and settlement scheme never materialized. But Laidlaw could not put the idea of building north into the 
Precambrian shield out of his mind. His observation, that land 200 miles north of Lake Nipissing was certain to be good agriculturally 
because it was no farther north than the English Channel, is naïve by modern assessments, but commanded serious attention a century 
ago. In addition to opening the area for settlement Laidlaw also hoped to provide a link between Toronto and the transcontinental 
railway, then being discussed in parliament, which appeared likely to pass through the Nipissing region. Thus, in 1872, with the 
support of Toronto businessmen, Laidlaw became president of the Victoria Railway, an extension of the Toronto and Nipissing, from 
Lindsay to the upper Ottawa River valley. 

Track reached the town of Haliburton in 1878 but went no farther, and the line became a mineral and timber carrier. Laidlaw had given
up active participation in the Victoria in 1876 and his dream of Toronto as the eastern terminus of the Pacific railway faded. But two 
colleagues, James Ross* and George Stephen*, whose first taste of railway building was on the Victoria, later achieved prominence 
with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company of 1881. The Credit Valley Railway, incorporated in February 1871, was yet another 
Laidlaw scheme. The line was to run from Toronto westward to St Thomas, with branches through the Credit River valley to local 
termini at Orangeville and Elora. Laidlaw’s relationship with the Credit Valley Railway differed from those with his other railway 
enterprises in that he stayed with it through construction and remained its president for ten years. 
Through the mid 1870s he conducted rural fund-raising campaigns and lobbied in Ottawa and London, England. In London, in 1877, 
he floated a bond issue at the height of the depression, despite alleged efforts by the Grand Trunk to subvert the attempt; the success 
won for him the accolade, “The Prince of Bonus Hunters.” The construction of the Credit Valley was, however, a continuing tale of 
frustration and setback. In 1874 the province had decided upon 4' 8½” as the standard railway gauge for Ontario, and made its 
adoption a condition of financial support. Thus the cost-saving features espoused by Laidlaw were lost. The increased expenses came 
at a time of declining prosperity and local contractors could not undertake the big projects. Finally, there was the continuing thorny 
issue of access to downtown Toronto, where Laidlaw pressed “with dogged resolution” against the Grand Trunk and then against the 
city council in 1879–80. In 1883, two years after Laidlaw gave up the struggle, the Credit Valley finally found its way through 
Toronto, but on an alignment two miles inland along what was then the fringe of the city. Laidlaw’s frustration with the Toronto 
situation and his rebuff by city officials no doubt contributed to one last railway scheme. In 1880 he presented his idea for a system of 
railways – the Credit Valley, the Toronto, Grey and Bruce, and the Northern, plus a new line between Toronto and Ottawa – to join 
with a north shore route linking Quebec, Montreal, and Ottawa as a rival to the Grand Trunk. In this plan, Toronto would share the role
of Canada’s major city with Montreal. The proposed system (excluding the Northern) eventually became the base of the CPR in 
southern Ontario but Laidlaw was not involved. 

Retirement: (1881-1889)
Laidlaw retired from his railway career in 1881. Vicissitudes and heart trouble had taken their toll, and his alleged secret ambition to 
be a gentleman farmer was also said to have influenced him. Laidlaw settled on the property he had purchased from the Vansittarts on 
Balsam Lake. When Laidlaw was inspecting the proposed route of the Toronto and Nippissing Railway, he was very impressed with 
the land bordering on Balsam Lake and first purchased land in the area in 1871 comprising five hundred and twenty-two acres. It was 
located on the shore of West Bay, Balsam Lake and was purchased from the widow of Rear Admiral Henry Vansittart of the Royal 
Navy. Vansittart, a cousin of Baron Bexley, came to Canada in 1834 and was given a grant of the above land by King William 4th; 
Vansittart was thus the first settler in Bexley Township, Upper Canada. With the further purchase of adjoining lands, and several 
isolated parcels in the area of Bexley Township, including Ball and Hogg Islands in Balsam Lake, the estate had grown to 5000 acres 
prior to the time of his death. George Laidlaw named his estate “the Fort Ranch”, although the name did not refer to any fort on the 
premises. During the 1880s he raised beef cattle and enjoyed his retirement. He was a visionary more than a businessman. Even his 
fund-raising activities convey the impression of an energetic man caught up in his dreams of a prosperous agricultural yeomanry, of a 
city in its ascendancy, and of a nation gaining control over its territory. 
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The Toronto, Grey and Bruce and the Toronto and Nippissing were both converted to standard gauge within ten years, long before the 
50 years Laidlaw had predicted. Far from being technically ill-conceived, these lines as built were admirably suited to a pioneering 
nation with little capital. Standard gauge drew them into an integrated rail network in the 1880s and demonstrated their continuing 
importance as traffic grew. Speeches and fund raising by Laidlaw produced 500 miles of railway radiating from Toronto. When he 
retired his achievements were unrecognized, although acknowledgement did come later. 
He appears not to have made money from his ventures, and George Stephen had to help him in 1883 when he experienced personal 
financial difficulty. His wife, Ann, died at the family home on Spadina Avenue in Toronto in 1886. 

When it was suggested after his retirement that he be granted the position of a Senator in the Canadian Government, he declined 
saying “I would rather spend the rest of my life watching beautiful sunsets and sipping good Scotch whiskey than to waste my time for
even one day in the Senate”.  A self-made man, George Laidlaw knew his worth, set his mark, achieved it and was satisfied with his 
success and the inward warmth such satisfaction can give. A frequent guest, the Honourable Rupert Wells, as the times were very hard 
and money-tight, would ask his host on each visit if he were still “holding the fort”. In June of 1889. a short time before his death, a 
representative of the Toronto World visited him at “The Fort” and found the “one time Prince of Bonus Hunters” in good health and 
very involved with his land and his cattle. On viewing over four hundred prize cattle, the visitor remarked “You are a veritable Laird”. 
“No, I am only a grazing farmer like my fathers were in Scotland, only I hold the fee while they rented their pastures” was the reply. 

 
                                                            Laidlaw Homestead, “The Fort” 1900; Mrs. Jean Sheilds Photo

When the Laidlaw-Vansittart purchase was completed, the Vansittarts moved their home to another location and Laidlaw built two 
houses, one for his family and one for his servant's family, together with barns for horses and cattle and shelters for sheep plus a 
buttery. Later he supplied butter to the Queens Hotel in Toronto. Laidlaw began importing horses, cattle and sheep from Scotland and 
became interested in introducing good breeding strains into the area. A Mr. Scott was brought from Scotland for the task of building 
dry stone walls, similar to the “dry-moat” type found there. Hand-split cedar shakes were used in levelling and placing the stones 
which had been procured from the fields by means of stone boats, drawn by horses. The fence progressed at the rate of a rod a day and 
was so well constructed that even today portions of the three miles or so surrounding fields and corrals or along the roadways are in a 
good condition. At his death, the Toronto press referred to him as “One of the strongest characters of his day. One of the epoch-making
men in the commercial growth of Canada, yet he emerged from his railway enterprises a poor man. No man of his generation did as 
much for the material progress of Toronto as he”. It was at the “the Fort Ranch” that he died on August 6, 1889 at the age of 61. 
Obituaries describe Laidlaw as modest, unassuming, and scrupulously honest. 
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Ontario Historic Plaques: George has two Historic Plaques erected to honour his achievements.

#1:  Located in the City of Kawartha Lakes,.on the SW 
corner of Road 48 and Balsam Lake Drive just east of Road 
35. The plaque reads: “An energetic railway promoter and 
builder, Laidlaw was born in Scotland and emigrated to 
Toronto in 1855. He soon prospered as a grain merchant and
a wharf-owner, and after 1866 gained prominence as a 
convincing advocate of the commercial benefits of railways 
emanating from Toronto. Between 1869-1873 Laidlaw 
skillfully negotiated the completion of the Toronto, Grey 
and Bruce Railway to Owen Sound, and the Toronto and 
Nipissing to Coboconk. As managing director of the Credit 
Valley Railway, he vigorously opposed rival railway 
interests and deftly marshalled regional and Toronto support
to insure the line's completion in 1880 from St. Thomas, 
Elora and Orangeville. Dedicated to agrarian improvement, 
Laidlaw retired to his nearby ranch, where he raised pure-
bred livestock”.

#2: Located in the County of Haliburton, Municipality of 
Dysart et al. In Haliburton, in a park on the north side of 
York Street beside the old railway station. The plaque reads:
“The opening of the Haliburton district to organized 
settlement in the early 1860s encouraged promoters to 
consider the construction of railway lines into the area and 
to regions further north. One of the few lines actually built 
was the Victoria Railway. Begun at Lindsay in 1874 under 
the direction of George Laidlaw, an experienced railway 
entrepreneur, the line was completed to Kinmount in 1877 
and reached the newly-constructed station at Haliburton in 
1878. Although the Victoria Railway never extended any 
further, it became an important regional timber and mineral 
carrier with a link to other systems at Lindsay. In the mid-
1880s it was taken over by the Grand Trunk Railway and 
later became part of the Canadian National Railway 
system”.

Arthurs, Major: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on Robert Elliot, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.

Bailey, Thomas James:  (??-1881)

Bailey commenced his professional career as a Civil Engineer in 1853, under Mr. Marcus Smith, M. Inst. C.E., who was then Chief 
Engineer of the Hamilton and Toronto railway. He was subsequently employed on the London and Port Stanley line, and for several 
years on the Great Western railway of Canada. In 1868 he was engaged on canal surveys under the American Government, and in 1869
on drainage surveys by the Ontario Government. He was then for three years on the Atlantic and Great Western railroad, first in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in charge of extensive works, and next on other parts of the same line in Pennsylvania and New York States. When 
this work was finished he had full charge of and built the Union and Titusville railway, through the oil regions in Pennsylvania. 
Returning to Canada, he had charge of the construction of a section of the Toronto, Grey, and Bruce narrow-gauge railway, then of the 
Credit Valley railway as Resident Engineer, and again was employed on the Canadian Pacific railway in 1875, and on many of the 
Government surveys in Canada. Lastly, in 1877, he was appointed Engineer of the Public Works Department, Prince Edward Island. 
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Although naturally of a retiring disposition, by those with whom he associated he was beloved, while by the department he served he 
was greatly esteemed. He died suddenly at Charlottetown on the 6th of June, 1881, having only been elected an Associate Member of 
the Institution Of Civil Engineers on the 7th of December of the previous year.

Beatty, William Henry: (1833-1912)

Born 10 December 1833 in York (Toronto), son of James Beatty and Ann McKowen. In 1830 James Beatty left Belfast and settled in 
York, where he became a merchant and a captain in the militia. Two years later he married the daughter of James McKowen of Dublin.
William Henry Beatty, the eldest of their three sons and five daughters, attended Upper Canada College in 1842–45. In his mid 
twenties he began to study law: he was articled in Toronto to John Leys and attended lectures at Osgoode Hall. On 5 Feb. 1863 he was 
admitted as a solicitor and entered into partnership with Edward Marion Chadwick, also from a well-to-do Irish family and soon to be 
his brother-in-law. The success of the firm was intimately connected with Beatty’s marriage in 1865, in Toronto, at Little Trinity 
Church, to Charlotte Louisa Worts, daughter of James Gooderham Worts, a partner in the Gooderham and Worts distilling and milling 
operations and an important figure in such other businesses as the Bank of Toronto and the Canada Permanent Building and Savings 
Society. Charlotte and William had two sons and three daughters. In 1871 Beatty was named as a member of the Board of Directors of 
the CVR. Beatty was called to the bar in 1880, possibly because he himself had to appear in court. Business was normally conducted 
through two sets of partners, for instance, in 1876, Beatty, Chadwick, and Lash and Beatty, Miller, and Lash. Each partnership likely 
practised a different type of law; this dual arrangement would also have permitted an equitable distribution of revenue where the firms 
did not bring in equal amounts. Beatty and Chadwick remained partners for almost 50 years. Of the two it was Beatty who made the 
firm, in one estimate, “the largest legal business in Canada”. Beatty and his law firm, however, had to earn the family’s business; it 
was not until 1877 that the firm became the solicitors of the Bank of Toronto. By 1879 Beatty had moved his offices to the bank’s 
building at the corner of Church and Wellington. The link with the bank was solidified in 1881 when Worts became its president and 
Beatty its vice-president. The following year Worts died; in his will he had directed that Beatty be elected to succeed him on the bank’s
board of directors. In addition to assuming this role, Beatty became an executor of his father-in-law’s estate and for many years 
directed its business interests. After his firm had attracted the bank’s business, his associates were periodically required to argue 
debtors’ and creditors’ matters in court. The records of the firm at the time indicate that it was seeking to recruit barristers for this 
purpose; Beatty was called to the bar in 1880, possibly because he himself had to appear in court. Business was normally conducted 
through two sets of partners, for instance, in 1876, Beatty, Chadwick, and Lash and Beatty, Miller, and Lash. 
Each partnership likely practised a different type of law; this dual arrangement would also have permitted an equitable distribution of 
revenue where the firms did not bring in equal amounts. Beatty and Chadwick remained partners for almost 50 years. Of the two it was
Beatty who made the firm, in one estimate, “the largest legal business in Canada.” He recruited skilled practitioners, many of whom, 
such as William Renwick Riddell* and Wallace Nesbitt, would become leaders of the profession and members of the bench. He also 
brought in some Gooderhams and Blackstocks, who were related to the Gooderhams by marriage, and his own son Charles William. In
1901 the firm numbered 16 lawyers. As a commercial lawyer, Beatty helped clients establish and run their businesses. According to 
Cecil Francis Lloyd, he devoted “his time to questions of organization and management, leaving the execution of his plans to the . . . 
lawyers and expert office men with whom . . . he surrounded himself.” But Beatty was more than a business lawyer. He was also a 
businessman. As the Bank of Toronto’s board noted at his death, “His wide experience in commercial affairs and his far-sighted and 
well balanced judgement made his counsels of the highest value and his deep sense of responsibilities . . . made him most scrupulous 
in the discharge of [his] duties.” By 1890 he had become the principal legal and business adviser to the Gooderham and Worts empire 
and was one of the most prominent members of Toronto’s financial community. 

After George Gooderham’s death in 1905, Beatty effectively left law – David Fasken became the firm’s managing partner the 
following year – and turned to running the Gooderham businesses. At various times he served as a director of Gooderham and Worts 
Limited (the company he had incorporated on Worts’s death to continue the partnership business), vice-president of the London and 
Ontario Investment Company and the Toronto General Trusts Corporation (Canada’s first trust company), and president of the Bank of 
Toronto, the Toronto Silver Plate Company, the Canada Permanent Mortgage Corporation, the Canadian Niagara Power Company, and
the Confederation Life Association, an insurance company he helped found in 1870 and manage for over 40 years. Beatty was active 
in the Toronto Board of Trade, and in 1894 he co-authored with Wallace Nesbitt two works for the board on arbitration rules. Two 
years later he represented it at the Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire in London, England. Although, in his own words
in 1883, he did not take “any active interest in politics,” he was a “true blue Conservative.” When necessary Beatty used his political 
connections with Sir John A. Macdonald* and Sir Charles Tupper to assist his clients. In 1879, for example, he asked Macdonald to 
intercede on behalf of the Bank of Toronto, which was seeking to collect money owed by the government to one of the bank’s debtors 
in connection with the building of the Lachine Canal. In 1888 he called on the prime minister to assist the Gooderham and Worts 
distillery in preventing the Canadian Pacific Railway from using the former estate of his father-in-law, just north of the distillery, for a 
shunting yard. On Sir John A.’s death in 1891, he was chosen by the local Conservatives to chair the Macdonald Memorial Committee 
of Toronto. However, he consistently refused appointment as a qc when the honour was offered by Macdonald and by Tupper. 

Chapter 3                                                                          7                                              © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

It is possible that he had no interest in an honour that was intended primarily for barristers and would hold no significance for a 
commercial specialist other than prestige. Despite his Conservative connections, he may not have wanted a qc on the basis of political 
considerations alone. Outside law and business, Beatty was a president (1892–1907) of the Old Boys’ Association of Upper Canada 
College, a member of the college’s board of governors, a club-man and yachtsman, and a member of St James’ Anglican Cathedral. In 
November 1910 he was forced by poor health to give up his various positions. Beatty was more than a business lawyer. He was also a 
businessman. As the Bank of Toronto’s board noted at his death, “His wide experience in commercial affairs and his far-sighted and 
well balanced judgement made his counsels of the highest value and his deep sense of responsibilities . . . made him most scrupulous 
in the discharge of [his] duties.” He died 20 November 1912 at his home, the Oaks, on Queen’s Park Crescent in Toronto.

Brothers, F.P.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on F.P. Brothers, other than he was in charge of track crews as the Roadmaster at St. Thomas 
in 1883.

Bowles, Thomas: (??-??) 

Born in 1830, Thomas Bowles was appointed as the first sheriff of Dufferin County by the province when it was formed in the late 
1800s.  Prior to that, Bowles was elected reeve of Chinguacousy Township for 10 consecutive terms and three times as warden. 
Bowles was a provincial Liberal candidate twice and federal candidate once. Although he was defeated by his Tory opponent each 
time, it was never by more than 100 votes. In 1881, the third premier of Ontario, Oliver Mowat, appointed Bowles as the first sheriff 
of Dufferin County. Bowles was the first in his family to desert the farm for other activities such as politics. The Methodist preacher 
was an inspiration for his grandson and future Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson.  In 1887 the Brampton ''Conservator'' reported that he
was appointed as a County Director of the C.V.R. 

Burns, John: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on John Burns, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR in 1871.

Campbell, Charles J.: (1820- )

Born 1820 England, Banker Broker, Campbell and Cassels. Director of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway, 1868-1869. Then on the 
Board of Directors of the CVR in 1871.

Dwight, Harvey Prentice: (1828-1912)

Born at Belleville, Jefferson County, New York, on December 23rd, 1828. His father and mother were of New England origin. His 
father's name was Harvey Prentice Dwight. Harvey Junior was educated at a small country schoolhouse in Oswego County. He left 
school at 14 to seek his fortune, and was first employed in a small country store, where he remained for three years. He then had an 
opportunity to learn telegraphy, which was then in its infancy, and held out strong inducements to young men. He applied for and 
secured a position with the Montreal Telegraph Company, in 1847. He was first stationed at Belleville, Ontario, when that place was 
opened and from here he was removed to Montreal, where he became chief operator, occupying this position for three years, until the 
spring of 1850, when he succeeded Mr. Parsons as manager of the Toronto office of the Montreal Telegraph Company. To Harvey 
Prentice Dwight belongs the honour of popularizing the telegraph system and making it a means of communication for all. Always 
abreast and a little ahead of the times, Mr. Dwight never lost touch with the employees of the company. Under his able direction lines 
were laid in every portion of the country where the roads made it at all practicable to establish them. In 1860, when the telegraph 
service in the two provinces (Upper and Lower Canada) had reached an extent which for that day was really noteworthy, the operators 
of the Montreal Telegraph Company, then numbering some hundreds, combined in presenting him with a library of 1,000 volumes as a
testimony to the qualities of the man and the abilities of the superintendent. 
In 1865, when O. S. Wood resigned from his long connection with the Montreal Telegraph Company, Harvey Prentice Dwight was 
advanced to the position of general western superintendent, with headquarters at Toronto. President of the Great North-Western 
Telegraph Co., Toronto. In 1870, Canada stood second to no country in the world with regard to cheapness and efficiency of its 
telegraph system. This circumstance, it may be claimed with all justice, is due in a great measure, if not wholly, to the clear 
sightedness and excellent executive ability of Mr. Dwight. But Mr. Dwight has not confined his business abilities exclusive to the 
telegraphic system which owes to its superb completeness. A personal friend of George Laidlaw was, in 1871, one of  the original 
Directors of the CVR. In August of 1881, Erastus Wiman, president of a new consortium, took possession of the lines for the Great 
North-Western, and Harvey P. Dwight, for many years western superintendent of the Montreal Telegraph Company, was made general 
manager of the new concern. 
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"On August 27th, 1881, the rate for ten-word messages was restored to 25c in the day time, and 15c at night, the press rate for 
despatches being 25c for one hundred words."  He had taken a very active part in a number of other important public enterprises, and 
during his lifetime was one of the best known men in Canada. Mr. Dwight was a member of the Church of England. His position was 
such that it became necessary for him to refrain totally from politics. He was first married to Sarah Hutchinson, of Port Robinson, she 
being of Irish descent. This lady died. He subsequently married Miss Mary Margaret Halliwell, daughter of William Halliwell, a York 
pioneer. 

It was seldom that an efficient administrator, who must not regard economy as the least factor in good management, can be thoroughly 
popular with those around him, yet Mr. Dwight was greatly liked by his large staff of employees, and in 1912, they would consider no 
word of eulogy too strong to bestow upon him. Mr. Dwight was one of the capable, active public spirits from whose brain and energy 
the community did always greatly profit. 

Elliot, Robert W.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on Robert Elliot, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.

Flanagan, T.H.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on T.H. Flanagan, other than he was in charge of track crews as the Roadmaster at 
Streetsville in 1883.

Gardner, Captain: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on Robert Elliot, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.

Gooderham, James: (1825-1879)

Gooderham, James, miller. Born in Norfolk, England, 29th December, 1825; died in, Toronto, from injuries received at a railway 
accident on the Credit Valley Railway, near Carlton, Ont., 11th May. The deceased gentleman was the second son of Wm. Gooderham, 
Esq., the senior partner of the well-known firm of Gooderham & Worts, Toronto. Having been of a serious turn or mind from a child, 
and evinced decided religious tendencies very early in life, Mr. James Gooderham was educated for the ministry of the Methodist
Church, of which he became a member when he was but a boy, and in 1848 entered upon the duties of the calling to which he intended
to devote his life. Failing health, however, soon compelled him to desist from the work of the ministry; and in 1850 he went into 
business in the Village of Norval, in partnership with his brother, Mr. William Gooderham, now President of the Nipissing Railway; he
subsequently removed to Meadowvale, and afterwards to Streetsville, where he managed for many years the large commercial and 
milling business of Messrs. Gooderham and Worts.  He was an active promoter of the Credit Valley Railroad, believing it to be 
calculated to benefit that part of the country in which he had resided many years, and in the prosperity of which he had taken a lively 
interest. He had, about two years prior to his death, purchased a beautiful residence in the City of Toronto, which he had fitted up with 
great care, expecting to spend in it the evening of his days, which bid fair at the time to extend far into the future, but this was not to 
be. We have in another place described the accident which led to his death. Mr. Gooderham was a man of remarkably sound judgment 
and of high moral principle; an unassuming but public-spirited citizen, he was ever forward in promoting any useful or good object. 
He will long be missed. The high estimation in which he was held was strikingly illustrated by the large concourse of people that 
accompanied his remains to their last resting place, the largest, it is believed that ever attended the funeral of any private citizen in the 
City of Toronto.

Hay, Robert: (1808-1890)

Born 18 May 1808 in Perthshire, in the parish of Tibbermore, Newbigging (Tayside), Scotland, the youngest child of Robert Hay and 
Bettrice Henderson. His father was a small farmer in anything but affluent circumstances, and had a family of nine children. At the age
of fourteen, Robert had to push for himself, and he became an 'apprentice to a cabinetmaker in the town of Perth. After faithfully 
serving his apprenticeship, he worked for some time as a journeyman, and then in 1831 he sailed for Canada, and landed in Montreal, 
in June, and after spending two months in that city, he came to Toronto on the 11th of September the same year, where he found 
employment. Shortly thereafter his parents died of cholera. In 1835, he formed a partnership with John Jacques, a native of 
Cumberlandshire, England, under the name and style of Jacques & Hay, and commenced business as cabinetmakers, etc. The capital 
possessed at this time by the firm only amounted to about eight hundred dollars, but they had pluck, and with two apprentices and their
own willing hands, they laid the foundations of a business which at this time is one of the largest of its kind in Canada. 

Chapter 3                                                                          9                                              © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

After being in business about twenty years, they were twice burnt out, and lost about two hundred thousand dollars worth of property 
and machinery. But this did not discourage these persevering men. They rebuilt their workshops, and since then fortune has smiled on 
them. Robert married Mary Dunlop, only daughter of Thomas Dunlop, on 18 Nov. 1849 in Toronto and they had eight children. Mary 
died in 1871. In 1870, Mr. Jacques retired from the business with a competency, and Charles Rogers and George Craig, two worthy 
men who had long worked for the old firm, were taken into partnership, and the name changed to R. Hay and Co. During slack periods
the firm also produced a wide variety of wooden commodities such as broom handles and clothes pins, as well as haircloth for 
furniture coverings and mattress filling. Hay’s interests had shifted in later life. 

He had been a founder and provisional director of the St Lawrence Bank in 1872 and he was elected a director of the Credit Valley 
Railway in 1875 and president of the Canadian Lumber Cutting Machine Company. This partnership continued until 1885, when 
Messrs. Rogers and Craig retired, leaving Mr. Hay in entire possession of the business, which is still carried on in the extensive 
workshops on the Esplanade, and the magnificent show rooms, corner of King and Jordan streets. The furniture manufactured by the 
firm is of the finest description, and not only finds a ready market in Canada, but a good deal of it finds its way to Great Britain. Some 
prominent English families have adorned their homes with the furniture made by R. Hay & Co. In Toronto, among others Lord 
Abinger and Mr. Bass, M. P., the great English brewer. Mr. Hay, though always a busy man, yet he finds time to do something outside 
his workshops and office. In September, 1878, he was elected to represent Centre Toronto in the Dominion Parliament, and again at the
last general election he was returned by the same constituency. Mr. Hay at one time allied himself with the Reform party, but, during 
the depression in trade, he supported the National Policy, and since then has cast in his lot with the Liberal-Conservatives. Mr. Hay 
favoured the temperance reform, and would rejoice to see a prohibitory measure passed by parliament. 

In the 1880s he speculated in lands in the North-West Territories, briefly operated a wholesale lumber business in Medonte Township 
with his son, and spent increasing amounts of time with his prize-winning livestock on his farm near New Lowell. As a leading 
Toronto business man, Hay had been active in the community as a member of the St Andrew’s (Presbyterian) Church, the St Andrew’s 
Society, and the mechanics’ institute. Mr. Hay was in all respects a self-made man. Relying on his own strong arm and indomitable 
will, he set out in the world, and was by frugality and untiring industry able to raise himself to a position which ought to merit the 
crown of well-earned success. Upon his death on July 24, 1890, his estate, valued at nearly $350,000, was divided among his four 
surviving children.

Hime, Humphrey Lloyd : (1833-1903)

Photographer, surveyor, businessman, financier born at Moy, Ireland on 17 Sept 1833; Noted as a pioneer photographer on the 
Canadian prairies, Hime was photographer and surveyor on the Canadian government's 1858 Assiniboine and Saskatchewan exploring 
expedition led by Henry Youle HIND. Hime's photographs include views and portraits taken along the route and in the Red River 
settlements, various Hudson's Bay Company forts and native encampments. A portfolio of prints was published in 1860. Hime's 
subsequent career included mining, business and presidency of the Toronto Stock Exchange. Mr. Hime was one of the original 
Directors of the CVR, he was a finnancial director and had little to do with the daily operations of the line. Hime died at Toronto on 31
Oct 1903.

Holt, Herbert Samuel: (1856 - 1941)

Herbert Samuel Holt was an Irish civil engineer who immigrated to
Canada in 1873 and worked as an engineer and contractor on 
railway construction projects, including the mountain section of the
main line of the CPR. In 1892 he became involved in banking and 
became prominent in the Montréal business community following 
the merger of several utility companies into the Montreal Light, 
Heat and Power Co in 1902. Holt served as president of the Royal 
Bank of Canada from 1908 to 1934, and the bank's chairman from 
1934 until his death.  in 1941. 
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Jones, J.: (1843-??)

He was born in Kingston on May 24. 1843, and in that city he received his education. When he was twenty-three years old he really 
began life, his first position being with the Northern and Northwestern Railway, under Mr. John Harvie, at that time Master of 
Transportation on the Northern. From brakeman, and through other positions. Mr. Jones worked himself up until he became a 
conductor. Altogether he was for twelve years with the Northern Railway Co. Mr. Jones was married to Miss Ann Donnelly of Toronto 
on August 13, 1877. They had no children. In 1878 he was yard master and then express conductor on the Credit Valley Railway, being
with that company for five years, when he left and took a position on the Grand Trunk Railway. That he held for several years, and 
then was appointed foreman on the Dominion Government harbor protection works at the Island. He superintended that construction 
for several seasons. Then he received a favorable offer from the Toronto Ferry Co., and stayed with that firm until he retired. During 
his long railroading career Mr. Jones encountered many accidents, but he had the good fortune never to get hurt, although he had seen 
many good men crippled or killed.

Jones, Richard: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that a Richard jones was an official of the CVR.

Kean, Mr.: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that a Mr. Kean was an engineer for the CVR.

Leonard, James W.: (1858-??)

Born 1858, Epsom, Ont. Entered railway service 1872 to August 1877, telegraph operator and agent Midland Railway of Canada;  
August 1877 to December 1878, agent Victoria Railway; December 1878 to March 1880, assistant manager same railway; March 1880
to June 1880, assistant to general superintendent Credit Valley Railway; June 1880 to November 1883 general passenger agent same 
railway; November 1883 to May 1884 master of transportation Ontario and Quebec Railway; May 1884 to 1886, assistant 
superintendent, Canadian Pacific Railway. Office Toronto.

Lovelock, Mr.: (??-??) 

Conductor of the C.V.R. construction trains  was made a Conductor on the Express train from Orangeville to Toronto. In the time sheet
giving information on the Marquis of Lorne Special through Streetsville Junction, there is a Lovelock listed as a conductor on ballast 
train #341.

Lumsden, Hugh David: (1844-1928)

Born at Belhevie Lodge, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, September 7, 1844. He is the youngest son of the late Colonel Thomas Lumsden, C.
B., of Belhelvie Lodge, Aberdeenshire, and Hay Burnett, his wife, second daughter of John Burnett, of Elrich, Aberdeenshire. Hugh 
was educated at the Bellview Academy in Aberdeen, and at the Wimbledon School, Surrey, England. He came to Canada in 1861 and 
became a Provincial Land Surveyor in 1866. He joined the 34th battalion as lieutenant of No. 7 company, in the spring of 1867 
received a second class M. S. certificate in July of same year, and continued in that position until promoted to the captaincy of the 
same company about the year 1876, when owing to constant absence, he was allowed to resign, retaining rank. He was reeve of the 
township of Eldon, in the County of Victoria, during the year 1870, and president of the Eldon Branch Agricultural Association for that
year. Also in 1870, Lumsden became a Civil Engineer and had a long and successful career in the location and construction of railways
across Canada. He was engineer in charge of the location party on the northern portion of the Toronto and Nipissing Railway, in the 
County of Victoria, under Edmund Wragge, from October, 1870, to April, 1871; engineer in charge of location of a portion of the 
Toronto,Grey and Bruce Railway (Dundalk to Berkeley), from May to August, 1871 engineer in charge of survey for the Northern 
Railway from Penetanguishene to Coldwater, from August to November, 1871. Also from December of the same year to December of 
1872, he was in the employment of the Northern Railway, under Mr. Moberly, making surveys and the location of the portion of the 
Meaford branch, Washago to Gravenhurst and Bracebridge, King to Angus, etc. From the beginning of January, 1873 to December, 
1874, he was engineer in charge of surveys on the Credit Valley and Victoria railways. From May, 1875, to June, 1876, he was in 
charge of a survey party for the contractors of the G. B. branch of the O.P. R., between the mouth of French river and Lake Amabel du 
Fond. Mr. Murdoch, C.E , being chief engineer. From August, 1876 to July, 1879, he was in charge of the Georgian Bay branch 
surveys location and construction for the Dominion government. From May, 1880, to to March, 1881, he was in charge of a party on 
the survey in the North-West territories for the Canadian Pacific Railway from Bird Tail Creek, north-westward. 
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From March, 1881, to November, 1884, was chief engineer of the Ontario and Quebec Railway. He has been, from the latter date to 
the present, engineer on the Canadian Pacific Railway. Mr. Lumsden served his time, and subsequently practised as a P. L. S. In 
Woodville, in the County of Victoria, until 1881, when he removed to Toronto, where he remained until November, 1881, when he 
moved to Montreal, where he at present resides. He was a member of the St. Andrew's Society, of Toronto, and was elected a member 
of the Institute of Civil Engineers, England, in March, 1885. He was baptized in and still is a member of the Church of England. He 
married, in Toronto, on the 29th October, 1885, Mary Frederica, only daughter of J. W. G. Whitney of that city. Hugh David Lumsden 
died in 1928. 

Luttrell, R.: (??-??)

Listed as General Traffic Manager in the 1881 “Official Railway Guide North American Freight Service Edition”.

McKenzie, D: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that D. McKenzie was the resident engineer on the Peel and Wellington branch.

McColman, John: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that John McColman was the resident engineer on the mainline.

McGillis, Mr.: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that a Mr. Kean was a brakeman for the CVR. 

McLachlin, Alexander : (1820-1896)

Alexander McLachlin was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and came to Canada at age of 20 years. He lived for a time in Peel County and 
in Perth County, but finally bought property in Erin Village where he conducted a tailoring shop for 20 years. He was a noted Gaelic 
Poet, and spent much time writing poetry, lecturing and entertaining. During his life time he published several volumes of poetry: The 
Spirit of Love, 1846; Poems, 1856; Lyrics, 1858; The Emigrant, 1861; and Selected Poems, in two volumes, the second being in 
preparation when he died. He was a man of striking appearance, and was well built. He was good company, full of anecdotes and 
repartee, and was well educated. In 1862, he became a government lecturer and immigration officer for Scotland. He made a tour of 
Scotland, describing the wealth and resources of Canada; and as a result thousands of settlers came from Britain in the following years.
With a wife and ten children to support he was often in financial difficulty. In 1873, his Erin friends raised $2,000. for the family. 
Again in about 20 years, his friends made another canvas for funds, raising about $2,000. 

At the latter presentation at the Walker House in Toronto, many addresses were given in English or Gaelic by celebrities. McLachlin 
lived for 17 years in Amaranth Township, on the Amaranth-Garafraxa Townline, about opposite the 16th line of East Gara., a part of 
Wellington County at that time. He and his daughters moved to Orangeville, where he died in 1896, and was buried in the family plot 
at Forest Lawn Cemetery, where a modest stone marks the poet's grave. A large oil painting of Alexander McLachlin was located in the
County Court House at Orangeville, some years ago. 

Mackenzie, William: (1849-1923) 

MacKenzie, was born in the County of Ross, Scotland, in A.D. 1824. His parents were Captain James Mackenzie and Grace Innes, 
daughter of the late Dr. Alex. Innes, of Loggie, County of Ross, Scotland. Captain James Mackenzie, of Ard-Chronic (name of farm) 
County Ross, Scotland, was a captain and adjutant of the 78th Royal Highlanders, and retired to his farm from the army on half pay, 
where he resided till his death, leaving a family of six boys and six girls. Our subject was the fourth son. He was educated in the Royal 
Academy, in the town of Tain, Scotland, and received a thorough education. After leaving school he entered under an indenture of 
apprenticeship in the North of Scotland Bank, and served his full term of three years in that institution, and through his closeness and 
persevering attention to business, raised himself from position to position until he was appointed accountant, and was stationed at the 
town of Elgin, Scotland, where he remained until 1848. In that year he left Scotland and came to Canada, to which country the 
majority of the family had already gone and settled in Hamilton. After arriving in Hamilton he entered into the employ of the famous 
A. & T. C. wholesale dry goods, as head book-keeper. He remained with this firm for two years, then left and bought out the retail dry 
goods business of A. & G. McKeand, in partnership with Thomas Balmer. 
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After remaining for a short time in business, he dissolved 
partnership and went to New York, United States of America. In 
1853 he came back to Canada, having entered the wholesale firm 
of Kerr, Mackenzie & Co., of London and Hamilton, D and 
assisted his brother, John I. Mackenzie, in winding up the retail 
business in Ingersoll, of which John I. Mackenzie was proprietor. 
After closing up this business, in 1857, he entered the employ as 
financial manager of the great contractor, Samuel C. Ridley, of 
Hamilton, and assisted in the building of the St. Catharines viaduct,
the ballasting of the Great Western Railway, the finishing of the 
Sarnia branch and the western, forty-eight miles of the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Railway, with the wharves and elevators at Detroit and 
Grand Haven. 

The eventful non-payment of the money advanced to the Great 
Western Railway by the Commercial Bank was the cause of the 
downfall of the latter institution.  In the meantime Mr. Mackenzie 
went to England and joined Mr. Ridley, who had previously gone 
there and secured contracts in Hampshire, and also the main 
drainage in the city of London, Mr. Mackenzie being manager of 
the partnership of Messrs. Ridley & Webster. He remained there 
until 1871, when he returned to Canada; but before his return .he 
also managed the construction of the celebrated Thames 
embankment, one of the most wonderful works in the world. The 
first division of this work cost £530,000 sterling. He also travelled 
through the principal parts of the Continent, and was in England at 
the time of the Franco-Prussian war. 

After his return he entered into partnership with the late John Shedden (proprietor of the Shedden Transfer & Carting Co.), and was 
engaged in the building of' the Northern Division of the Toronto Grey & Bruce R. R. to Owen Sound, and again the division from 
Mount Forest to Harriston. In 1873, during the building of this road, Mr. Shedden was killed on the Nipissing R. R. However, the 
partnership still existed under the original name of Mackenzie & Co. In 1874 the Toronto, Grey & Bruce Company failed to pay the 
advances made by Mackenzie & Co., and they became insolvent. By the insolvency Mr. Mackenzie lost his entire fortune. He 
surrendered everything he owned to his late partner (Mr. Shedden's) executors, on condition that he would be released from further 
liability, which offer the executors accepted. Instead of being discouraged by the great loss, Mr. Mackenzie at once began to 
accumulate another fortune, and after different ventures was appointed manager of the Toronto House Building Association, afterwards
changed to the name of the Land Security Co., which position he now holds, and as a proof of his push and energy, we can look upon 
one instance, viz. Mr. Mackenzie was the main mover in the purchase of the Gwynne estate and the O'Hara estate on which the town 
of Parkdale now stands, and his (Mr. Mackenzie's) company were the builders of the principal part of the place, and through his 
exertions the town has risen from a mere hamlet to one of the finest suburbs of the city of Toronto. Mr. Mackenzie, both outside and in 
public meetings, has been called and addressed as the Father of Parkdale. 

With regard to the company, Mr. Mackenzie has, through his indomitable and persistent pluck and push, raised it to the position of 
being the foremost in Toronto, and their suite of offices are really a credit to this city. The building in which they are belongs to the 
company, and is known as the Victoria Chambers, situated on Victoria St.  In 1885 the residents of St. Mark's Ward, Toronto, elected 
him alderman to represent them in the City Council. He was married in 1855 to Euphemia Grieve, daughter of the late Geo. Grieve, 
coal owner, of Aberdour, Fifeshire, Scotland, and at her present age she is a tall, stately dignified lady, and of a kindly disposition, 
besides very affectionate and motherly.  By this marriage there are seven children-three boys and four girls. Mr. George G. Mackenzie,
the eldest son, being head book-keeper in the Land Security Co. He is a shrewd business man. The second son, Mr. Samuel R. 
Mackenzie, studied the drug business, and is new the manager of the largest drug establishment in Montreal, and one of the 
handsomest places in Canada, known as the Medical Hall, Windsor Hotel, Montreal. A brother of the subject of the sketch, Mr. 
Campbell Mackenzie, is new the managing partner of the Shedden Co., Toronto. Mr. Mackenzie has a shrewd, keen look, and is held 
in high esteem by all with whom he comes in contact, and outside of business he is sociable and kindly, as all those who visit his fine 
residence, known as Ardchronie, on Delaware ave., can testify. He belongs to the Freemasons ; in religion is a Presbyterian, and in 
politics a Liberal.
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Markle, John: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that a Mr. Markle was the Chief bridge builder for the C.V.R. 

MacNab, John: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on John MacNab, other than he was the Toronto Purchasing Agent of the CVR in 1883.

McMurray, J.S.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on J.S. McMurray, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.

McNicoll, D.: (1852-??)

Montreal, General Passenger Agent, for the territory east of Port Arthur of the Canadian Pacific Railway, is still a young man, though 
his position is one of large responsibilities. He was born in the seaport town of Arbroath, in Forfarshire, Scotland, in April, 1852, and 
was only just beginning his fourteenth year when, in August. 1866, he entered the railway service as clerk in the goods manager’s 
office of the North British Railway. In that position he remained until 1873, when he removed to England and obtained s similar berth 
in the Midland Railway of that country. 

When he was in his twenty-first year he was induced to come to Canada, where his previous experience proved of service in procuring 
him employment in the same business. He became associated with railway enterprise in the Dominion in the year 1874. His Bret 
introduction to it was in the capacity of billing clerk on the Northern Railway, at Meaford and Collingwood.  Before the close of his 
first year on Canadian railways, he was promote; to be chief clerk in the office of the general manager of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce 
Railway, at Toronto. He remained in that position until 1881, when he became the general freight and passenger agent of the same 
railway, and general traffic agent of the Owen Sound, steamship line, trading on the upper lakes. In 1883 he received the appointment 
of general passenger agent of the Credit Valley, Toronto, Grey and Bruce, and Ontario and Quebec railways, and when these lines were
amalgamated with the Canadian Pacific Railway, and operated as the Ontario division of the same, he retained his position as general 
passenger agent at Toronto until the spring , of 1885, when his office was removed to “ Montreal. Then, in 1886, he received the 
appointment of general passenger agent of all the lines of the Canadian Pacific Railway east of Port Arthur, which position he now 
holds. Mr. McNicol1 is well known in Toronto and Montreal, and enjoys the confidence and esteem both of his superiors and 
colleagues and of the travelling public.

Morrison, Angus: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on Angus Morrison, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.

Morrison, James L.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on Robert Elliot, other than he was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.
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Osler, Sir Edmund Boyd: (1845-1924)

Osler was born at Tecumseh Township, Simcoe County, Canada 
West; he was brother of Britton Bath Osler (founder of Osler, 
Hoskin and Harcourt), and doctor Sir William Osler. Their father, 
Featherstone Lake Osler (1805-1895), the son of a shipowner at 
Falmouth, Cornwall, was a former Lieutenant in the Royal Navy 
and served on H.M.S. Victory. 

In 1831 he was invited to serve on H.M.S. Beagle as the science 
officer on Charles Darwin's historic voyage to the Galápagos 

Islands, but he turned it down as his father was dying. As a 
teenager Featherstone Osler was aboard H.M.S. Sappho when it 
was nearly destroyed by Atlantic storms and left adrift for weeks. 
Serving in the Navy he was ship-wrecked off Barbados. In 1837 he
retired from the Navy and emigrated to Canada, becoming a 
'saddle-bag minister' in rural Upper Canada. On arriving in Canada 
he and his bride (Ellen Free Picton) were nearly ship-wrecked 
again on Egg Island in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Edmund's great
grandfather, Edward Osler, was variously described as either a 
merchant seaman or a pirate, and one of Edmund's uncles, a 
medical officer in the Navy, wrote the Life of Lord Exmouth and 
the poem The Voyage. His career started out as a clerk at the Bank 
of Upper Canada, where he stayed until 1867, when the bank 
failed, and then as an independent financier and stockbroker with 
different partners. He got involved with railway projects, Poor's 
Manual of Railways (1881) lists Osler as the Vice President of the 
Credit Valley Railway, later he became president of the Ontario and
Québec Railway and later also director of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. He was also director of the Toronto General Trusts 
Company and the Canada North-West Land Company, and 
president of the Dominion Bank. In 1896, Osler was elected to the 
Canadian House of Commons as a Conservative representative of 
West Toronto. He continued to serve until 1917. 

Together with Byron Edmund Walker and others, Osler 
participated in the campaign to found an art museum in Toronto 
initiated by George Agnew Reid. These efforts were crowned the 
passing of the Royal Ontario Museum Act in 1912 and on March 
19, 1914 with the opening of the Royal Ontario Museum.   Osler 
donated a large collection of paintings by Paul Kane, which he had 
bought in 1903 after the death of its former owner George William 
Allan, to the museum already in 1912. He was knighted in 1912. 
Osler lived in Toronto at Craigleigh. 

Perry, George D.: (??-??)

In 1880 Perry was a clerk an one of the railway’s offices. Perry, never the dreamer but rather the hard, steady worker accomplished, by
working up through the ranks the position as General Manager of the Great Northwestern Telegraph Company, although he had never 
learned to operate a telegraph key.  

Roach, Milton Courtwright: (1852-??)

Born Erie, Pa, September 20, 1852. Entered railway service August 1872; from that time to February 1, 1883, on Canada Southern 
Railway: 1 year clerk purchasing department, 9 mouths bill clerk freight office St. Thomas, 3 1/2  years chief clerk ticket accounts 
auditor's office, St. Thomas, 1 1/2 years passenger agent and city ticket agent, Detroit, and October 1878 to February 1883, 
successively passenger agent for Michigan, western passenger agent and general northern and southern passenger agent; February 1 
1883 to April 1 1884, northern passenger agent Michigan Central Railroad; September 1881 to 1886, western passenger agent Credit 
Valley, now Canadian Pacific Railway, and April 1884 to 1886, southern passenger agent Michigan Central Railroad, and western 
passenger agent Canadian Pacific Railway Office Toledo, Ohio.

Roney, Jno.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on Jno. Roney, other than he was a Master Car Painter in Toronto for the CVR in 1883.
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Ross, James: (1848-1913)

James Ross, Railway engineer, businessman, and philanthropist, was born in Cromarty, Scotland in 1848, to parents Captain John R. 
Ross, a shipowner, and Mary B. (McKeddie) Ross. He was educated at Inverness Academy in his native land he continued his studies 
in England. His initial step in the business world brought him into connection with railway, harbor and water works in Great Britain. In
1870, Ross came to North America, and  became resident engineer of the Ulster and Delaware Railway, and subsequently was chief 
engineer. Ross married Annie Kerr, daughter of John Kerr, of Kingston, NewYork in 1872, and they had one son, John Kenneth 
Leveson Ross, who was to gain fame as a Thoroughbred racehorse owner/breeder best remembered for winning the first United States 
Triple Crown of Thoroughbred Racing in 1919. In 1873 James Ross went west to become resident engineer of the Wisconsin Central 
Railroad and subsequently held a similar position with the Lake Ontario Railway. Work on the Lake Ontario line brought Ross into 
contact with George Laidlaw and other ambitious railway promoters from Ontario with excellent political and financial connections. In
1878 Ross was appointed chief engineer and general manager of the Victoria Railway. At that time the railway was only a 55-mile 
colonization line between Lindsay and Haliburton, Ont., but its promoters had big plans. 
Not only were the Victoria and its sister line, the Credit Valley Railway, eligible for municipal and provincial subsidies because they 
opened up territory north of the St Lawrence lowlands, but these railways might also become feeders or links in a system between 
Montreal and Toronto. Laidlaw was a personal friend of Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald, and enjoyed cordial business relations 
with George Stephen, who would become the first president of the Canadian Pacific Railway. While working on the projects he met 
several young, ambitious railway builders. 

The first of these was Herbert Samuel Holt, who became Ross’s assistant on the Credit Valley Railway. Manager and chief engineer of 
the Victoria Railway. In 1878, Ross directed the development of the Credit Valley Railway as superintendent of the line, and in 1879 
became the General Manager. Ross later became the consulting engineer of the Ontario and Quebec railways. In 1883, the Qu'Appelle,
Long Lake and Saskatchewan Railroad and Steamboat Company (QLSRSC) commenced building a line from Regina towards Prince 
Albert but it had financial problems and by 1886 had completed only 25 miles of track. James Ross, who had been in charge of much 
of the construction of the CPR line through the Rockies and Selkirks, formed a company with Herbert Holt, William Mackenzie and 
Donald Mann and they completed the line to Prince Albert. In 1885, Ross assisted with the Canadian Pacific line over the Rocky 
Mountains, Selkirks and Gold Range. He can be seen in the famous photograph of "The Last Spike." In 1886 Ross was appointed 
manager of construction for the CPR’s Ontario and Quebec Railway, which had been created to link a number of local Ontario lines, 
including those that had been promoted by Laidlaw, into a CPR line from Montreal to Windsor, where traffic would be exchanged with
the Michigan Central Railroad. Ross was to fill in the gaps in Ontario and Quebec.  He established his home permanently in Montreal 
in 1888 and from this point supported his active professional interests, contracting and building the Regina and Long lake Railways 
some two hundred and fifty miles in length.  

In 1889 he supervised the construction of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway, three hundred miles in length. Having proven his 
capability in the field of steam railway construction Mr. Ross, in 1892, largely concentrated his energies upon problems of street 
railway building and in connection with Sir William Mackenzie purchased the Toronto Railway from the city of Toronto. 
He afterwards rebuilt the tracks and installed electric power in the operation of the road.  In 1892 he undertook the reorganization of 
the Montreal Street Railway, changing it from horse car to electric service.  Between then and when he died in in Montreal on 20 Sept. 
1913, Ross concentrated on Street Railways venturing as far as England and Jamaica. He also acquired interests in some big British 
Utility Companies and when he died, left one of the largest fortunes ever accumulated in Canada.

Shanly Family:

Their father, James Shanly, was a member of the Irish bar, who emigrated to Canada about the time of the rebellion, and settled in the 
County of Middlesex, Ontario. The Shanly family is a very old and prominent one in the annals of Leitrim, and it is distinctively 
Celtic. James Shanly, from Trinity College, Dublin, who had been called to the bar in 1809, intended that his sons should become 
professional men like himself. All six of his surviving sons were privately tutored in classics, algebra, chemistry, French, and drawing 
by Dublin’s best masters. One boy, who showed special promise and was sent off to apprentice under a noted Liverpool civil engineer, 
died of consumption at the age of 20. This tragedy, combined with other disappointments, prompted James to seek a better future in 
Canada for his family: four surviving sons from his first marriage, his second wife (his first wife’s sister), and the three children of that
marriage. In 1836 the Shanly entourage moved through New York City, Toronto, and Hamilton to some improved acreage on the 
Thames River near London, Upper Canada, which they named Thorndale. Emigation proved costly and ultimately disillusioning for 
the family patriarch, as the name chosen for the homestead suggests. James and his boys failed as farmers in plain view of all those 
around them who were making a go of it but whom they considered their social inferiors. 

The boys at least regarded “competition with unlettered boors whose labour and sweat were certain of all the reward they aimed at – a 
hundred acres of clearing with the stumps out,” as fundamentally “hopeless.” Nor could they comprehend how human beings could 
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bear such mind-numbing toil, much less thrive on it. Eventually James gave up farming and opened a distillery, but in time it too 
failed. 

The Shanly boys yearned for a more rewarding, exciting, and intellectually challenging life than the narrow world of Thorndale and 
one by one in the 1840s they left home to find it. James Jr took up law in nearby London. Then Walter went away to become an 
engineer. Through a stroke of good fortune one of the Shanlys’ neighbours was an amiable and powerful fellow countryman, Hamilton
Hartley Killaly, who was commissioner of the Board of Works for the province. In 1840 Killaly accepted Walter as one of his 
engineering protégés in the department. Walter in turn secured a place for his older brother Charles Dawson as a clerk. But by the time 
Frank could extricate himself from the slowly dying distillery in 1846, the politicians has stripped Killaly of much of his power and 
imposed strict economies upon the reorganized Department of Public Works.

Shanly, Walter: (1817-1899)
Walter Shanly, civil and consulting engineer and builder (b at Stradbally, Ire 11 Oct 1817; d at Montréal 17 Dec 1899). Encouraged by 
H.H. Killaly, he started work in 1840 on canal construction and entered public service as resident engineer Beaubarnois Canal, 1843; 
He worked on the Welland Canal, but moved to railways in 1848, and as Engineer on the Ottawa and Prescott Railway, in 1851; 
Western division Grand Trunk Railway, in 1851; Ottawa and French River Navigation Surveys, in 1856; and finally as General 
Manager Grand Trunk Railway, in 1858 to 1862. With his brother Francis Shanly, he worked on the Ogdensburg and Lake Champlain 
Railroad. He then became chief engineer of the Bytown and Prescott Railway. For 4 critical years (1858-62) he was general manager 
of the Grand Trunk Railway. After completing the Hoosac Tunnel in Massachusetts with his brother in 1875, he became increasingly 
famous as a consulting engineer and advised on many major engineering works. In 1863 he was elected to the Legislative Assembly of
the Province of Canada for South Grenville constituency, and, in 1867, to the House of Commons, where he remained a member until 
1891. He was a confidant of Sir John A. Macdonald, and the last letter written by Macdonald was to Shanly. 
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Shanly, Francis: (1820-1882) 

Frank was on the Board of Directors of the CVR.

Francis Shanly (Frank), engineer, railway builder (born 29, Oct. 
1820 at Stradbally, County Laois, Republic of Ireland; died near 
Brockville, Ont 13 Sept 1882). The eighth child and seventh son of 
James Shanly, barrister and estate manager, and his first wife 
Frances Elizabeth Mulvany, who died bearing Francis;. Frank 
married Louisa Saunders of Guelph, daughter of Thomas 
Saunders, colonel of the militia and clerk of the peace for 
Wellington County, on 28, Sept. 1853, and they had ten children. 
He was encouraged by H.H. Killaly, to followed his brother Walter
Shanly into railway building. Both were employed on the 
Ogdensburg and Lake Champlain Railroad. Frank was responsible
for building part of the Grand Trunk and Northern railways in 
Canada. With his brother in 1869 he undertook completion of the 
Hoosac Tunnel in Massachusetts, still the longest railway tunnel 
east of the Mississippi. They completed it in 1875. When several 
railways of which he held bonds defaulted and the market for these
securities virtually dried up, Frank Shanly was wiped out. Late in 
1874 with notes falling due and no solid collateral in hand upon 
which to renew or pay off these loans, he threw himself upon the 
mercy of his creditors. Walter rescued him by assuming the bulk of 
his obligations. 

In return, Frank took a job as city engineer for Toronto in 1875, assigning his entire salary to his brother. For the next five years, while 
he worked on the straightening of the Don River and the planning of a municipal sewer system. Franks was on the Board of Directors 
of The Credit Valley Railway from 1871 until 1883, his reports on Toronto, in 1879, were instrumental in the Credit Valley Railway 
gaining entrance to the Toronto harbourfront area. 

Frank did his best to keep his creditors at bay and still feed his family. Nor could he find consolation in a happy family life. By 1880 
only six of his ten children were still alive. Then in 1882 his oldest boy contracted tuberculosis and died. This tragedy, Walter Shanly 
recalled, “seemed entirely to crush him. He never rallied from it. His work was done. His indomitable energy had resulted in 
disappointment and failure in all his undertakings, which were large outside of the strict professional line, and he died of a broken 
spirit.” Shanly had just been appointed chief engineer of the Intercolonial Ry when he suffered a heart attack and died between 
Kingston and Brockville, on the overnight train to Ottawa. on 13 Sept. 1882.

Suckling, Henry E.: (??-1925)

In 1880 Suckling was Secretary-Treasurer or the Credit Valley Railway. Henry E. Sucking came to Montreal in 1883, after leaving the 
Credit Valley line, and staying with the C.P.R., he eventually worked his way up to become the Treasurer of that huge corporation. 
Henry passed away in 1925 after 47 years with the CPR. Little else is known of  Henry E. Suckling.

Taylor, H.G.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on H.G. Taylor, other than he was the Master of Transportation of the Parkdale Yards in 
1883.

Tiffin, E.: (??-??)

So far my research has turned up nothing on E. Tiffin, other than he was General Freight Agent in Toronto for most of the Credit 
Valley Railway's history.

Walsh, E.A.: (??-??) 

So far all my research has shown is that an E.A. Walsh was an official under Mr. McColman 
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Watts, Thomas: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that Thomas Watts was the superintendent of bridges. 

Webster, Mr.: (??-??)

So far all my research has shown is that a Mr. Webster was a fireman for the CVR.

Whyte, William: (1843-1914)

Sir William Whyte was born in Dunfermline, Fifeshire, Scotland, 
15 September 1843, the son of William and Christina Whyte. He 
was educated at the schools of his native place. 

William entered railway service as station agent, West of Fife 
Railway, May 1862. He came to Canada in 1863 and from that date
until April 1883, was in the employ of the Grand Trunk Railway in 
various capacities, as follows: brakeman, 1863; freight clerk, 
Cobourg, Ontario, 1863-1865; freight clerk, Toronto, Ontario, 
1865; foreman, freight department, Toronto, 1866; yardmaster, 
Toronto, 1867; conductor, 1867-1869; night station agent, Toronto, 
1869; station master, Stratford, Ontario, 1869- 1872; station master
and freight and passenger agent, London, Ontario, 1872- 1878; 
freight agent, Toronto, 1879- 1880; assistant superintendent, 
Central division of Grand Trunk Railway from Kingston, Ontario, 
to Stratford, including the Galt and Waterloo branches, 1881-1883. 
Left service of Grand Trunk Railway and became general 
superintendent, Credit Valley Railway, October 1883 to May 1884; 
general superintendent, Ontario and Quebec Railway, which also 
included Credit Valley and Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railways, 
May 1883 to May 1884; general superintendent, Ontario division 
of Canadian Pacific Railway, May 1884 to May 1885; 

General superintendent of Ontario and Eastern divisions, Canadian Pacific Railway, May 1885 to October 1886; general 
superintendent, Western division, Canadian Pacific Railway, with headquarters at Winnipeg, October 1886 to May 1897; manager, 
Western Lines, including all lines west of Lake Superior, 1897-1901;  Assistant to President; 1901-1904; Second Vice- President, with 
complete charge of all the company’s affairs between Lake Superior and the oast, 1904- 1910; Vice-President since 17 June 1910.  In 
1901 Mr. Whyte made a trip over the newly completed Trans- Siberian Railway and upon his return to Canada pointed out how 
Canadian trade with Russia might be extended. Married Jane, daughter of Adam Scott, Toronto, 1879; has one son and four daughters. 
Clubs: Manitoba and St. Charles Country. Winnipeg; Vancouver: Union, Victoria; St. James, Montreal. Society: AF and AM. 
Recreations: golf, motoring, shooting. Presbyterian. Address: 603 River Avenue, Winnipeg. In 1911, 

Whyte was Vice-President, Canadian Pacific Railway, with headquarters at Winnipeg; Vice-President, Winnipeg Electric Railway 
Company; Standard Trusts Company; Director, Imperial Bank of Canada; Confederation Life Assurance, etc.  He was knighted in June
1911 the year of his retirement . Fort Whyte, in south Winnipeg, was named in his honour, as is Whyte Avenue and William Whyte 
School. He died in April 1914, while visiting California.

Others:

I am sure there were others that I missed, if I missed an ancestor of yours let me know so I can include them in future updates.
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