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Chapter 6: Industry On The Credit Valley Line

Blacksmith at Work: 

Blacksmiths had a fundamental role in the development of the farming community by providing sufficient tools to work the land. The 
Blacksmith was arguably the most important person in a village. Blacksmiths produce things like wrought iron gates, grills, railings, 
lanterns, furniture, sculpture, tools, agricultural implements, decorative and religious items, cooking utensils, horseshoes and weapons.

 

Brick and Pottery:

It seemed like the first improvement a successful family wanted to make to their homes was to reconstruct it using bricks instead of 
logs. This was usually done by itinerant bricklayers who set up temporary yards near the site of the job site. The first permanent 
brickyard in the Credit Valley area was setup near Streetsville around 1850. In the next ten years, several yards were setup in the Old 
Survey, including ones at Ballinafad , Claude,  Norval, and Orangeville. In the late 1860`s yards were opened near Glen Williams and 
Salmonville. The brick works at Brimstone near the Forks appear to date from the 1880's. Most of these plants had a largely local 
market, but they produced a large quantity of bricks between 1860 and 1900. Several were still in operations in 1911. The large shale 
brick plant of the Interprovincial Brick Company was established at Cheltenham in 1917. It is now owned by the Cooksville Brick and
Tile Company, established in 1912. An “earthen ware factory” is listed at Streetsville in 1851 and a second pottery was established in 
the mid fifties. Later there were potteries at Norval and Orangeville. Potteries and brickyards often made field tile after 1865 and 
some, like the large terracotta factory that changed the name of Salmonville to Terracotta in the 1880's, turned out the molded 
architectural ornament that was used so much with Credit sandstone in the last years of the century.
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Farms, Dairy and Cattle:

According to the 1880 “Farm Labourers' Guide To Ontario” “We (local farmers) now reach the metropolitan county of York, and to 
the north the County of Simcoe, reaching to the shores of the Georgian Bay. From Toronto, the Toronto & Nipissing to the north-
eastward, the Northern penetrating to the Free Grant district on the one hand and the waters of Lake Huron on the other, the Toronto, 
Grey and Bruce, the Great Western, the Credit Valley and the Grand Trunk supply abundant railway communications Toronto is a fine 
city of some 70,000 inhabitants, the seat of the Provincial Government and Law Courts, and the chief centre of commerce for western 
Canada”. 

The Guide also states: the railways and natural waterways “place the western Canadian farmer literally on one of the finest highways 
in the whole world, which by its facilities, makes Ontario a more than successful competitor in the world's markets with the distant, 
inland, although easily cultivated prairie lands of the west and north-west. In all this region not only are railway construction and water
navigation to be had, but competition by both, and, each against the other, comes to the producer's aid, and by reducing the cost of 
transportation to the seaboard to a minimum, leaves him the largest possible profit for himself. In the nearness then and accessibility of
his market, the agriculturalist in Ontario will find himself as well off as he can desire. When, too, it is recollected that twenty-seven 
years ago there was not a mile of railway in the province and that now there are three thousand six hundred miles of railway 
constructed,.and others in progress, it will be seen how well and closely railway facilities keep pace with the wants of the community 
and the progress of settlement”. 

The Guide, aimed at British farmers wishing to emigrate to Ontario states that, “The intending emigrant, however, being assumed to be
a man with capital to invest, and wishing to make a change, once for all, and once only, will desire some more precise information as 
to the peculiar features of the different sections of the country, the soil, products and most profitable branches of agricultural industry. 
The information we shall give him on this point has been collected with great care from responsible and well-informed persons. It is 
not suggested that any purchase or final arrangements should be made before the arrival of the proposed settler in Canada. On the 
contrary personal inspection and observation, and all the experience that can be gained should be sought for before a bargain is 
completed. The country will not suffer on acquaintance and it is an excellent plan, where circumstances are favourable for such an 
arrangement, for the head of a family to pay a preparatory visit and fix upon a farm before bringing out his whole household. 
Meantime, the following particulars of the information most wanted will be of great service in assisting any one proposing to emigrate 
to Ontario to make up his mind on some points of much importance to him.”

Chapter 6                                                                          3                                              © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

Cattle Underpass:
The cattle underpass stone structure is approx 15- 20 feet tall and 45 feet wide, and the bridge deck on top would have been about 12 
feet long. 

Left: Cattle Passage Bridge, 84A at mile 84.1                           Right: Cattle Underpass, Bridge 107A, at mile 107.6

Farm Labourers' Guide To Ontario:
The 1880 “Farm Labourers' Guide To Ontario” , when covering Oxford County states: “Its cheese manufacture is on a very extensive 
scale, and two large pork-packing establishments are located at Ingersoll. A good deal has been done towards the introduction of 
improved stock and in all departments of agriculture intelligence and enterprise are more or less visible. Farms may be purchased at 
from $20 (£4), to $80 (£16 sterling) per acre, or rented at from $2 (say 8s. sterling) to $4 (16s. sterling) per acre.” It also mentions 
“Fuel is cheap and abundant, and where coal is preferred to wood, it is obtainable by railway at moderate rates.” 

When discussing the then new County of Dufferin, the report says; “The soil is mostly a clay loam, although in one section it is light 
and rather rough land. The leading cereals are the principal farm products. The price of the best land runs from $30 to $40 (£6 to £8 
sterling), per acre. Farms of 100 acres with 60 to 70 acres cleared, and log buildings, can be had for $2500 to $3000 (.55500 .to .£600 
sterling); and Wild lots for from $1000 to $1500 (£200 to .£300), per 1 0 acres. Rented farms bring from $2 to $2.50 (8s. to 10s. 
sterling), for cleared portions. In one of the townships, Garafraxa, there is a good deal of improved stock; but not much elsewhere in 
the county. The county town, Orangeville, is a very thriving place, and an excellent market centre. The Toronto Grey and Bruce, and 
Credit Valley Railways, supply Dufferin with abundant means of communication in all directions.” 

Halton is described as one of the older counties in Ontario, “its settlement dating from the year 1790 to 1820. The emigrant from 
Europe will reach it from Toronto if he comes via Quebec, or from Hamilton if by New York and Suspension Bridge. It has Lake 
Ontario and the Great Western Railway along its southern front, and the Grand Trunk Railway in the rear, while the Hamilton and 
North-Western line intersects it from south to north, and the Credit Valley line from east to west. The soil on the front is sandy, further 
back all clay, and still further back a rich loam. Along the lake vast quantities of strawberries are grown, the culture of that fruit being a
most profitable and ever-increasing industry. The larger fruits, especially apples, are being cultivated on a large scale. Both grain and 
stock-raising are carried on very successfully. 

The county is level at the front, but further back rolling and hilly. Halton is watered by several fine streams, utilized or various 
industrial purposes. A good lumbering business is still done there. The . climate is temperate, the near presence of the lake tending to 
moderate the extremes either of heat or cold. Both in horses and cattle there have been very considerable improvements of late years 
by the introduction of thorough-bred animals. The price of farms-for sale varies from £8 to £2O sterling per acre, while others can be 
had on lease at from 8s. to 16s. Sterling per acre, according to their fertility, the condition of buildings and contiguity to markets. The 
direct connection of Halton with the cities of Toronto, Hamilton, and Guelph, gives it exceptionally valuable advantages in these 
respects. Wood fuel is cheap and plentiful in Halton, and coal also obtainable by the railways at low rates. The population is composed 
of natives or descendants of natives o all three British nationalities. Few counties offer greater attractions to old country settlers than 
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Halton.” 

For Peel County, they say, “The soil of this county presents considerable variety. In the south a clay or clay loam predominates, but 
this changes gradually to a light sandy loam in the northern section. Formerly the great product of the county was wheat, but of later 
years not only have other cereal crops been largely cultivated ’ but farmers have turned their attention considerably to the growth of 
roots and the raising and feeding of cattle. A good deal of improved stock has been introduced during the last few years. Butter is also 
made in large quantities by the farmers, but not much cheese. 

Large woollen mills and implement factories are among the local industries of the county. Farm property can at the present time be 
purchased on pretty favourable terms, at least 20 per cent. less than two or three years ago. Good farms, with fairly substantial 
buildings, range from $4:5 (£9) to as high as $60 (£12) per acre. Rents run from $3 (12s.) to $4 (16s.) per acre. The Grand Trunk, 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce, ·Hamilton and North Western, and Credit Valley Railways supply the county of Peel with abundant 
accommodation.” 

Their description of Waterloo county is interesting; “This county was settled in the early part of the present century, chiefly by 
Germans from the State of Pennsylvania, many of them being of the Mennonite persuasion The soil is of mixed varieties, but generally
fertile and watered with numerous spring creeks. It produces all the cereals and roots and large quantities of fruit, with the exception of
peaches, which have not yet been grown successfully to any extent. Flax growing is carried on upon a large scale; the flax being 
exported in both a dressed and undressed state. The soil is also considered very favourable for the cultivation of sugar beets. 

There are several flax mills in the county in addition to other industries, the chief town, Galt, being one of the most thriving 
manufacturing centres in Ontario. The land is all cleared, and farms may be bought with every improvement at from $40 to $100 (£8 to
£20 sterling) per acre. Very few farms are leased, but from 8s. to 20s. sterling per acre is about the rental charged. Great progress has 
been made in the improvement of cattle and the breeding of horses. The county is traversed by the Great Western, Grand Trunk and 
Credit Valley Railways.” 
Wellington County is described as follows: “Portions of this fine county have been settled for fifty years, but the bulk of the settlement
has taken place during the past thirty years. The soil is mostly a loam, varying from the extremes of gravel on the one hand to clay on 
the other. The latter is most usually met with, and is of a highly productive nature, and easily tilled. 
The raising of stock from improved breeds is carried on to a larger extent in this than in any other county. This has led to grain 
cropping being largely superseded p by the cultivation of roots, which are grown to an immense extent. Barley is a sure crop, and a 
large area is sown with that cereal. 

The city of Guelph, a very flourishing manufacturing centre, is the county town. Fer us, Elora and Salem are also busy manufacturing 
villages. Cleared farms range from .£8 to £16 per acre, while some would bring even a higher figure. There is very little wild land 
obtainable, even in the newest townships. Wellington is well supplied with railways, being · traversed by the Grand Trunk, Wellington,
Grey and Bruce, Toronto, Grey and Bruce, Credit Valley, Georgian Bay and Wellington, and Waterloo, Wellington and Georgian Bay.” 

When talking about the settlement of York County, they say it “commenced at the close of the last century (18th), many of the settlers 
being from Pennsylvania, and other of the United States. The soil is generally a rich clay, or clay loam, and very productive. Wheat is 
grown in large quantities and all the other cereals and roots are raised freely. In the southern part of the county vegetable and fruit 
gardening is carried on to a very large and profitable extent and this portion of the county is also the seat of some of the finest nursery 
grounds in Canada. 

There are several very flourishing villages with active industries of various kinds, including a large hat manu-factory, agricultural 
implement works on a large scale, woollen mills, carriage factories, tanneries, and sash, door and blind factories. Farms may be 
purchased for from $25 to $80 (£5 to £16 sterling,) per acre, or rented for from $2.50 (10s.), to $5 (20s.) sterling per acre. A good deal 
has been done of late years to encourage improvements in stock. The county contains several very flourishing agricultural societies. 
York is the metropolitan county of Ontario, its county town being the city of Toronto, with all the advantages of market, port, railway 
and other facilities that fact implies. Its western section is served by the Great Western, Grand Trunk, Credit Valley, and Toronto Grey 
and Bruce lines.” 

Wheat Boom:
It was the time of the Crimean war (1854-1856)…wheat went up in price … to one dollar and fifty cents for a bushel …. So we got a 
big price for our grain. This enabled us to pay all expenses, buy a good span of horses, harness, sleigh and a good many other things... 
Elizabeth Norrish, Nassagaweya Township, about 1850. From 1830 to 1860, Halton farmers prospered from sales of their major cash 
crop - wheat. Halton was part of the 19th century Canadian "wheat basin", containing seventy per cent of Canadian wheat acreage, on 

Chapter 6                                                                          5                                              © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

the north shore of Lake Ontario. The wheat boom was created by increased exports to Britain during the Crimean War, the Corn Laws 
allowing duty-free Canadian flour and lumber into Britain, and innovations in horse-powered agricultural machinery. From 1840 to 
1850, wheat exports out of Oakville increased by over 1400%, resulting in a higher standard of living for Halton communities. In 1856
wheat prices peaked at $2.50 per bushel. Many new brick and stone houses, churches and schools of were built during this time.

Fishing:

Fishing on the Ontario lakeshore started thousands of years ago with aboriginal groups who lived in this area.
Fishing on the Ontario lakeshore started thousands of years ago with aboriginal groups who lived in this area. In the 1870s, Bronte 
village developed as a commercial fishing port. In 1900, twenty boats were reported fishing for whitefish, lake trout, cisco herring, 
bass, pickerel, and perch. By 1910, fish were decreasing and algae was increasing from lake pollution. By the 1940s, only four boats 
were still fishing out of the harbour.

The Dominion Annual Register and Review of 1884 gives a vivid picture of what the value of the farmers crops were during the early
1880s.

Average yield of the principal Crops in Ontario in 1881.        

Wheat 30 Bush.
Barley 40 Bush.
Oats 57 Bush.
Potatoes 330 Bush.

 Per Acre

Breadstuffs, viz., Grain and Product: of Grain
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Entered For Consumption:
1882 1883

Quantity Value Quantity Value

Grain of all kinda, Bush. 2,260,439 $1,581,918.00 1,892,829 $1,272,345.00

Flour and Meal Brle. 307,956 $1,366,613.00 396,448 $1,793,715.00

All other Breadstuffs $450,877.00 $357,337.00

Total $3,399,408.00 $3,423,397.00

Moving Milk:
Milk cans such as those pictured above were a common site along the railways of Southern Ontario. From the first days of the railway 
these cans were in constant motion In the earlier times, the milk was brought directly to the depot for shipping. If the area was able to 
supply a quantity of milk, creameries were set up. At this time the cans spent their time hurrying back and forth to a creamery on a 
farmer's waggon. The creamery was most likely served by a railroad siding where a car would be set out to transport the milk to the 
city. Then the same car brought the empties back to the creamery so they could be given to the farmer to be refilled. This continued 
right up until shipping by truck was considered easier than rail. The pair of photos, taken around 1925, show  how the product was 
handled during an Ontario winter. Sleighs were used in the winter and waggons the rest of the year. The outbound cans were lined up 
on the baggage waggons with the excess lined up on the platform itself. When the train arrived, quite a bit of lifting was necessary, as 
the waggon floor was not at the same height as that of the baggage car. Empties were off-loaded for pick-up by the farmer or shipper. 
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1882 1883
Imported Exported Imported Exported
Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels

Barley 9,491 11,588,446 16,465 8,817,216
Beans 12,709 95,643 23,732 142,429
Buckwheat 105 187,760 80 106,018
Indian Corn 3,918,031 2,229,900 2,425,668 819,605
Oats 73,022 4,148,865 222,685 1,024,053
Peas 3,641 3,521,496 2,353 2,339,287
Rye 1,447 1,281,678 45,377 1,093,112
Wheat 2,931,220 6,433,533 4,954,174 10,733,535

Total: 6,949,666 29,487,321 7,690,534 25,075,255

Equiv. In Bushels
Indian Meal 667,525 3,680 652,725 1,395
Oatmeal 4,100 248,210 5,911 335,080
Rye, Flour and Meal 1,535 20,710 1,835 22,165
Wheat Flour 1,003,580 2,540,600 1,507,275 2,631,700
Total Products of Grain 1,676,740 2,813,200 9,858,280 2,990,340

Total Grain and Products of 8,626,406 32,300,521 9,858,280 28,065,395

Excess of Exports over Imports 23,674,115 18,207,315
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In one photo you can see that the area used by the sleighs has not been shovelled, although the rest of the platform apparently had 
been. Notice the tags and other markings on the cans, these guide their routing and return. These photos help explain one other item, 
why the station stops for local passenger trains were so long. A slow train was once called a "milk train" by some people. While a milk
can is now considered an object of art, during an earlier era they were and essential piece of equipment on a dairy farm.

Grist Mills and Sawmills:

Some Mills  On The Credit – 1825
1845 1848 1850 1851-52 1858-59

Township Grist Saw Grist Saw Grist Saw Grist Saw Flour or Grist Sawmill Steam S.M.
Toronto 4 15 5 6 6 12 9 13 7 10 0
Chinguacousy 1 7 2 6 1 7 2 8 2 10 2
Esquesing 4 9 5 14 3 8 6 9 6 18 1
Caledon 3 1 3 5 3 2 4 4 5 13 1
Erin 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 4 3 0
Garafraxa 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 3 0

14 36 17 35 15 33 23 38 26 57 4

From 1830 to 1870, the Credit Valley was a major player in the lumber boom which swept through upper Canada. Primeval oak and 
pine forests rapidly disappeared as settlers cleared land and sold timber to sawmills. Lumber, in the form of ship’s masts, barrel staves,
squared timer, boards, or potash salts used for soap making and dyes, was shipped from the shore of Lake Ontario to British ports. 
Sawmills were the regions earliest industries and important factors in attracting settlement. 
The mills were often focal points for the development of towns, attracted many shops and trades such as coopers, blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights, carpenters, and saddlers. What is a grist mill? It is a building that mills flour from wheat. The settlers would grow the 
wheat, mill it into flour and then make bread from it. In the 1840's the Irish potato famine increased demand and price for wheat. Like 
most early Ontario communities, Streetsville relied heavily on its proximity to water for the power to operate its grist, saw, and carding
mills. Water power remained the key factor in Mississauga's early industrial development of the 19th century, particularly in 
Streetsville. The Indian reserve on the Credit prevented any mills being built on the main river before 1820. At first the settlers in the 
Old Survey had to depend on grist mills on the Humber and the Sixteen-Mile Creek, but by 1818 there were mills on the Etobicoke at 
Summerville. The first settlers in the new townships were likely to suffer more from the lack of mills. The Council was aware of this 
and tried to ensure that mills would be built soon after the settlers began to go to their land. Surveyors were instructed to report any 
millseats they met with in running their lines. To ensure that they were not held as speculation, the Land Boards were ordered in 
January, 1819, not to locate lots containing millseats until security had been given for the erection of mills. Tradition has placed the 
building of the Church sawmill, on the site of Churchville, in 1818. A more likely date is 1819-20. This would still make the Church 
sawmill the first in the New Survey. Timothy Street mentioned several dams between McNabb's and the Falls; which he calls the end 
of the salmon run. One of these was Charles Williams (1825) at Glen Williams, another William Frank's at Belfountain also said to 
date from 1825. Matthew Crooks had built a saw mill at the Falls about 1822. It was probably running in 1826. The first Haynes mill 
at Cheltenham seems to date from 1827. W. H. Smith in his “Canadian Gazetteer'' of 1846 remarks that the number of new mills built 
on the river ''in the last three years'' had materially damaged the salmon fishing. 
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Some of the “new'' mills of which Smith was told were actually replacements of old ones. The sawdust from these mills was probably 
having an effect on the fish. The only figures available for this period are assessment and census returns for whole townships. In 
Caledon and Garafraxa all mills returned up to 1852 were on the Credit, So were all water mills in Chinguacousy after 1840, for the 
small grist mill built on the Etobicoke at Brampton had a short existence. From the information available the following estimates have 
been made of the grist and sawmills on the Credit in 1845, 1848, 1850 and at the time of the 1851-52 Census of Canada. They can 
only be regarded as approximate and include only the mills returned. The returns themselves may not be accurate, but are close enough
to illustrate the trend. Sawyers were no longer dependent on water power. 

By 1860 a good deal of the lumber cut in the watershed was sawn by steam power. Later some other large permanent steam sawmills 
were built in the watershed and water power was frequently supplemented by steam. When really portable steam sawmills came into 
use after 1880 the connection of lumbering with the river was further weakened. Lumbermen had already ceased to depend on the 
Credit for transporting either their raw material or their products. This made it possible to continue sawmill's in the lower part of the 
watershed, while at the same time it discouraged the building of mills in Caledon and other areas above Georgetown. It is unlikely that 
the number of water sawmills on the Credit ever passed 60 at any one time or that the total of sawmills was more than 65. While new 
mills were being built on the upper streams, old ones were being given up farther down. The total number in 1880 was already below 
that of 1860. After 1900 the lumber mills were very few.

Minerals: 

The limestone and shale bedrock of the Niagara Escarpment provided the raw materials for limestone quarrying and burning, brick and
tile making, and marble quarrying. At the Christie limestone quarries west of Milton, limestone was extracted with dynamite and 
burned in large kilns which still stand south west of the Halton Region Museum. The burnt stone, powdered for use in cement, was 
shipped by rail to Toronto.
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Paper Making:

The areas largest paper producer, William Barber and Bros. of Georgetown, made several grades of paper, using rags, flax, and straw. 
In 1888, the Barber mill on the Credit River was the first in Ontario to use long distance transmission of hydro-electric power. Two 
hydro-electric generators connected to two water turbines were installed downstream from the factory. Electricity was transmitted by 
wire to machinery in the mill. Barber Brothers established their paper mill near Georgetown about 1853 and since that time paper 
making has been one of the principal industries of the town. The original stone mill is still the property of the company, but the actual 
manufacture is now carried on at a newer mill in Georgetown near the railway. Until late in the last century paper making here had 
little connection with the lumbering. The raw material was linen rags or flax. Linen was little used in Upper Canada in 1850 and the 
paper makers were encouraging the farmers to grow flax. This had some effect on the agriculture of the area particularly the northern 
part. There was a flax-mill at Cataract in the sixties and seventies, little is known of it and it seems to have been the only one on the 
Credit. 

Quarrying and Lime:

Stone was quarried in the bed of the Credit at least as early as the 1820s and one or two buildings in the Old Survey, such as Toronto 
House and the church at Dixie show that stone sometimes used for more than foundations and chimneys. It was, however, above 
Norval that quarrying soon developed into an important industry. When the Grand Trunk Railway was built in 1855-57 the quarries at 
Limehouse and in the Glen Williams -Terracotta area were well established. The limestone and shale bedrock of the Niagara 
Escarpment provided the raw materials for limestone quarrying and burning, brick and tile making, and marble quarrying. At the 
Christie limestone quarries west of Milton, limestone was extracted with dynamite and burned in large kilns which still stand south 
west of the Halton Region Museum. The burnt stone, powdered for use in cement, was shipped by rail to Toronto. The Limehouse 
kilns may have influenced the choice of line for the railway and a spur line was built to Lot 28, Con. X, and west of Terracotta (then 
the property of James Pearson) where there was a quarry. This line would serve some other quarries en route. There were now several 
lime kilns in Esquesing near the quarries north-west of Glen Williams, with a number of freestone quarries in the area between 
Georgetown, Limehouse and Silver Creek. Lime was being burnt in Erin, near Orangeville, near the “Horse Shoe Bend '' on the 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway south-east of Caledon Village and near Kilmanagh. There were larger lime-producing plants at 
Acton and Alton and a stone quarry near the latter; while K. Chisholm and Company had begun their operations at the Forks of the 
Credit and were producing lime and limestone. The great days of the Chisholm sandstone quarries came a little later in the 1880's and 
1890's. Sandstone from the Forks was shipped all over the province and a great many buildings in Toronto are built wholly or partly of
this stone, among them the Ontario Parliament Buildings (1886-92). 
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The smaller quarries at the Forks were closed about 1911 and the others not long after. The trade in lime had already declined and 
finally disappeared in the face of competition from larger firms in better situations. The stone quarries at Silver Creek are disused, as 
are most of those in Peel County, but some quarrying still goes on near Glen Williams and one or two quarries near Georgetown have 
been re-opened since 1930. There was a considerable trade in flagstones for sidewalks about the turn of the century and some of these 
came from the lower river above Port Credit. This trade was revived recently when flagged paths became fashionable in gardens.

Stone Hooking:

For about 100 years, stonehooking in Bronte, Oakville and Port Credit harbours supplied shale and granite raked from the bottom of 
Lake Ontario for buildings, sidewalks and roads in Toronto. A careful look at the foundations of buildings erected in Toronto before 
1910 will often reveal stone foundations. With stonehooking on Lake Ontario taking place from Port Whitby to Oakville and beyond, 
Port Credit soon became the centre of the industry. Vessels such as Coronet, a 53 foot long stonehooker with a 17 foot beam, were built
there. The average  stonehooker was under 20 feet long, they were broad beamed, Schooner-rigged, and drew approximately 18 inches
of water. In most cases, a two-man crew is all that was needed. To harvest the shale, men armed with long-handled rakes raised the flat
stones from the bed of Lake Ontario. In the 1920s, the use of quarry gravel for road building brought stonehooking to an end.

Tanning and Leather Working:

Since the 1840s, the towns of Acton and Georgetown have been noted for the production of leather products. In 1871, ten tanneries 
were operating, taking advantage of a good local supply of hides, and hemlock and oak bark for tanning. Halton tanneries supplied 
leather to local boot and shoemakers and glove factories and produced leather belting for industrial use. Tanning was arguably the 
second industry to be established in the Credit area, right behind the sawmill. The Robinette tannery near Dixie dates from before 
1820, Timothy Street evidently preferred to call himself a saddler, but his skills were that of a tanner and currier and the “other 
machinery” attached to his mills in 1825 were used in connections with the tanning of leather. However, “Francis Motherill” was the 
only “tanner and courier” listed by Walton in Streetsville in 1837. Richard Poynter’s tannery at Churchville was established around 
1830, there was one at Georgetown about 1838, and the tannery at Norval dates from before 1840. The first tannery at Acton was 
opened in 1842. New ones were built before 1850 at Stewartown, Erin, Churchville, Glen Williams and Georgetown. The second 
tannery at Churchville seems to have been closed by 1851, but one had been built at Belfountain. Local tanneries supplied leather to 
local boot and shoemakers and glove factories and produced leather belting for industrial use. The number along the Credit in 1851 
seems to have been about ten. The number of tanneries in the area seemed to have peaked at about 15-16 in 1865-67. 

In 1871, ten tanneries were operating, taking advantage of a good local supply of hides, and hemlock and oak bark for tanning. This 
number remained relatively constant right up until the turn of the century. A new tannery was built at Alton in the sixties, but by 1901 
none were returned for “Cardwell County'' in which Caledon was included for electoral and census purposes from 1871-1901; there 
was only one in the reduced County of Peel. In Halton County tanning and leather-working remained important industries when they 
were declining in other parts of the area. In 189l there were ten plants in the county, about seven being in the watershed. Twenty years 
later four firms in the county were turning out tanned leather and four, “Gloves and Mittens”. Water power had largely been given up 
by 1870, but the connection of the tanneries with the river remained fairly close and still raises some problems in the disposal of' 
wastes. The Beardmore plant is still the chief industry of Acton, but most of the others have disappeared.

The General Store:

The most important building in a town in early Ontario was the general store. In the early days, a general store tried to sell everything 
the villagers needed including shoes, clothing, coal and wood for a stove, seeds and farm machinery. The general store, in most cases 
was also the post office. The first general store was most likely opened in 1818. The general store was also the place where people met
to hear the latest village news, political talk and gossip in addition to purchasing and trading goods. In later years if the town also 
happened to be a railway town the general store in that town also became the place to find out regional news.

Variety of  Trades:

Throughout the region in the 19th century there were small craft shops or trades servicing the needs of villages and rural areas. They 
included blacksmiths, tinsmiths, bakers, saddlers, shoemakers, tailors, milliners, weavers and knitters, coopers, carpenters, and 
carriage and wagon makers. As the century wore on, the success of these businesses was determined by their ability to compete with 
the industrial expansion of Toronto and Hamilton, and the cheaper goods available by rail transport from these centres.
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Woodworking:

Wood processing was Halton’s largest 19th century industry. In 1871, a total of eighty-three sawmills, shingle mills, sash, door and 
blind factories, stave mills, cooperages for making barrels, and basket factories were operating. Of these industries, thirteen per cent 
made baskets or barrels, reflecting a growing focus on market gardening and fruit and vegetable production in this County. Apart from 
the sawmills, the industries using wood as their principal raw material were, when taken together, the most important in the watershed.
The most notable were the cooperages and stave mills; the shingle and lath mills; the carriage and wagon factories and the cabinet, 
chair and turning factories. There are reasons to think that one of the coopers in Streetsville was employing several hands before 1840 
and the two cooperages at Churchville were evidently large establishments before 1845. 

There were cooperages in all the larger villages and the number of good-sized plants must have been greatest about 1867, though none 
were returned in the 1861 Census and very few in 1871. There is a steady increase in the number of cooperages returned until 1891, 
but actually the total number must have been less than in 1861. The stave and barrel trade practically disappeared from the area in the 
1890's. The making of shingles and lath was mechanized in the forties, but Rowe's shingle mill at Churchville is the first one 
mentioned in the area. The attempt to revive it after the fire in June, 1854, appears to have failed, but there was a shingle-maker in the 
village in 1869-71. Shingle mills were operating at Acton and Glen Williams in 1858 and these may have been founded, like Rowe's, 
soon after 1850. It was in this upper part of the watershed that shingle making was important. 

The 1871 Census gives 99 shingle mills in Cardwell County and 17 in Halton. It seems likely that more than nine or ten of these mills 
were in the Credit area. The only large mill on the lower watershed at this time was at Huttonsville, though there were shingle makers 
at Campbell's Cross and Cooksville. 

Milled lath replaced the older ''accordion'' lath about 1865. A great many trees of small girth were consumed by the lath mills, but 
these mills were not many in the Credit area. Both shingle making and lath milling were ended in this area by 1900, perhaps because 
the raw material was exhausted. The making of wagons and carriages was a major industry from the 1840's. For about fifty years it 
must have given employment to a great many of the inhabitants. By 1850 factories were to be found in most villages of any size in 
addition to the smaller shops. These factories varied greatly in size, but before 1860 there were some fairly large ones in the area. The 
improvement of the roads had brought a much greater demand for all sorts of carriages and increased the demand for wagons and 
coaches. By 1870 the industry was even more widely dispersed. There were factories in many smaller villages and hamlets. 

The Census of 1871 gives 25 carriage factories in Halton County, 23 in Peel and 20 in Cardwell. As Peel then consisted (for electoral 
and census purposes) of only Toronto, Chinguacousy and Toronto Gore Townships, the number of factories there was greater in 
proportion than in Halton. 
The numbers are not much less in 1891. Cabinetmaking was one of the first trades to establish at Streetsville and we are told of fine 
maple furniture made at Streetsville before 1840. To cater to these factories and to the carriage and implement makers, turning mills 
were set up in several villages – Springfield, Cataract, Erin and Huttonsville among others. The fashion for turned furniture began to 
die out after 1870 and the chair factories disappeared or were absorbed by cabinet factories. Some of the later, like the two at 
Cheltenham, were of some size, but competition from larger plants outside the area was already severe and cabinetmaking did not 
become an established industry on the Credit to the extent that it did in some other parts of Ontario. With the turneries may be placed 
the pump factories that had some importance at Glen Williams and Ballinafad from 1860 to 1890 and the special trades, such as 
Church’s “peg and last factory” at Cataract and the “peg” and “bobbin” factories at Glen Williams. These supplied the local makers of 
boots and shoes and the woolen mills. The bobbin factory had become a lath mill by 1877. Meadows Brock made  “dulcimers” at his 
cabinet shop south of Belfountain (later in the village) in 1859 and organs were made at Georgetown a little later. There were some 
other makers of musical instruments in the area and the presence of a “reed maker” in Orangeville in 1857 suggests that the industry 
was already developed at that time. The building of boats and small vessels began at Port Credit with Daniel Harris’ boat in the early 
days of the settlement and continued intermittently until after 1870. There were two ship builders and a boat builder in 1857, but only 
one ship-carpenter is listed twelve years later. The trade never was very large and it declined with the decline in lake shipping before 
the end of the century.

Woollen Mills:

The first woollen mill in the area was that of Joseph McCrary's establishment at Streetsville which was a thriving business by the time 
the Barber Brothers' built theirs at Georgetown in 1837. The first woollen mill at Glen Williams was built by Jacob Williams in 1839. 
From this beginning of three carding malls before 1840, there had developed within fifteen years a woollen industry of some 
importance. In 1846 Hiram Caslor's “woollen factory” which included a carding machine was the talk of Boston Mills. Barbers' mill at
Georgetown had, by 1848, become a cloth factory employing forty hands. 
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In 1853 Barber Bros. built their four-storied stone mill below Streetsville and moved there the machinery from their mill near 
Georgetown. Another woollen mill seems to have been built in Georgetown in the 1850's and the McClure woollen factory was built at
Alton in 1857-58. The total in 1859 was about 10 woollen mills and of these about seven or eight was weaving cloth. The number of 
mills fluctuated after 1850. The number of woollen factories steadily increased until there were about fifteen to eighteen on the Credit 
in 1881. By 1891 several woollen mills had closed down. There had been more specialization and some mills were producing knit 
goods by 1900. Of the seven or eight plant in the area in 1955, most are knitting mills and only a few produce yarn or cloth.  Most of 
these plants are in the same places as old mills, but not always on the same sites, and in few cases has there been much continuity of 
ownership.

Health:

(Excerpt from Annual Report of The National Board of Health, 1885)
Ontario:
Circular letter containing statements of action taken by the provincial and municipal authorities of Ontario and Quebec for the control 
of the small-pox outbreak in Canada, made by Dr. C.W. Covernton, chairman of the Provincial Board of Health of Ontario, and by Dr. 
Hingslon., chairman of the Central Board of Health of Quebec. The Province of Ontario being practically free from infection, it was 
considered by the provincial authorities to be binding on them to insist on the production by travellers from the Province of Quebec of 
certificates of vaccination, and, failing that, to submit to such radical examination as might be deemed necessary, thus compelling all 
strangers to be vaccinated and re-vaccinated; and causing parties coming from infected districts in that province to pass a medical 
examination before coming into Ontario. On the frontier of Quebec a medical inspection was made of all parties coming from infected 
districts, and the production by them of a certificate of vaccination, of a thoroughly reliable character, exacted. As regards travellers 
from Ontario to the neighbouring States of the Union, it was claimed that any inspection was unnecessary, and for the following 
reasons:

1. The inspection of clothing, boots and shoes, rags, and other articles tor shipment from Montreal, was thoroughly carried out. 

2. Certificates of vaccination, and .freed0m from infection of passengers and their baggage going from Montreal to all parts of 
the Dominion and the United States were stringently insisted on.

3. The secretary of the provincial board of health of Ontario, residing in Toronto, was kept thoroughly informed daily of what 
was being done, especially by reports of the inspecting officer under his immediate control a thoroughly competent and 
highly-educated physician, residing for the time being in Montreal, thereby being enabled to take immediate action in any 
exigencies or danger which might occur.

4. A staff of physicians is constantly retained on the line of the Grand Trunk Railway for the inspection of all trains as far as 
Cornwall, one of them proceeding every night as far as Gananoque. A similar duty is performed on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway as tar as Ottawa, a medical officer being also stationed at Calumet. Another officer is established at Cornwall, whose 
duty it is to inspect all steamers, propellers, tow-boats, scows, sailing vessels, &c., before passing through Cornwall Canal. 
His duty is also to the vaccination of the crews of all such vessels, and, in the event of a small-pox patient being discovered, 
to cause his removal to hospital. He is further to provide for the complete isolation of` all suspected persons during the 
incubative stage of the disease. 

Thorough sanitary organization has been carried out on the lines of the Grand Trunk, the Canada Southern, and the Credit Valley 
Railways. In each municipality along those lines are local boards of health with medical health officers and sanitary inspectors, and the
especial duty of the latter (as is also the legal duty of all practitioners) is to report all cases of disease or infection to the medical health 
officer, on whom it is incumbent to provide for the isolation of all who are suspected; and, in a case of small-pox, to have the patient 
placed at once in a hospital situated at a reasonable distance from the town. Throughout Ontario there were not, on the 2d of the 
present month (November), more than five new cases of small-pox in addition to those reported a month ago, when the Provincial 
Board was notified of six cases. By constant care, prompt legislation, and very general vaccination, this disease, whenever it appeared, 
has been very quickly checked. 
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