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Chapter 8. Branchline To Elora:

Credit Valley Railroad Elora branch was built in 1879, extending from Cataract to Elora, passing through Erin, Hillsburgh and Orton. 
This, the " Elora" section of the Credit Valley Railway (CVR) started as a branch of the latter connecting the village of Cataract with 
Elora via Fergus. But on completion of the line in 1881 the company was nearly bankrupt and was forced by a variety of 
circumstances to search for a buyer or lease agreement. The CVR had chosen to build a railway going for head-on competition with 
the powerful Grand Trunk. This was one of the big factors for its problems along with lack of funds. Fortunately CVR founder George 
Laidlaw had a good friend: George Stephen of the the CPR. The Georges made a deal and the CPR became the owner of the CVR 
through an arrangement with one of its affiliated companies: the Ontario and Quebec Railway. The latter served as a feeder line 
company to the CPR. The former CVR was then divided into subdivisions to suit the new purpose. Some of these subdivisions soon 
proved unprofitable but the whole tangle struggled on till a flooding in 1929 forced rethinking. With increased crops, the long hauls to 
Oakville or Guelph became a burden. The community began discussions regarding a railway. 

Various schemes were proposed. It was first thought to bring one north from Georgetown, having connections with Guelph, Hamilton 
and Toronto. Another proposal was to have a direct line from Toronto, but the proposal to raise a bonus of $40,000 to assist in building 
it, was defeated. Negotiations began about 1877, to bring the "Credit Valley Railway" from Cataract Junction to Elora, and it was 
completed in November 1879. At first the time table was a bit irregular, but four passenger trains passed through each day, two each 
way. First freight was carried in 1881. The shipping of potatoes by freight did much for the farmers of Erin Township. This light land 
produced fine flavoured potatoes, that came from the ground in clean condition. The first carload of potatoes was shipped to Toronto in
the fall of 1881. It contained 210 bags, all that could be found in the neighbourhood, but it was a good introduction to the city market. 
Farmers began to produce potatoes, and by 1922 there were 200 carloads shipped. Hillsburgh potatoes developed a world-wide 
reputation. 

The Credit Valley Railway was purchased by the CPR in 1884 and became one of the best paying lines in the system. The Elora 
Branch was efficiently managed, the employees were courteous and obliging. Eastern end of the line was Orangeville, connected with 
the Hamilton train at Cataract, it came through Forks of the Credit to Erin Village, then to Hillsburgh, Orton, Belwood, Fergus and 
Elora. There the engine changed directions on a "turn-table", and returned. First potato buyers were C.J. McMillan and son Fred, who 
were also cattle buyers. Others who shipped potatoes by train were Barbour Brothers, and Bill and Frank Gray, all shipping at one 
time, with as many as 3,000 bags going out on the evening train. The C.P.R. tracks were torn up in 1988. 
(milage from Church`s Falls)

8-01 Erin Station: (mile 4.7)

A flourishing post village in Wellington co., on a branch of the River Credit, 20 miles N.N.E. of Guelph. Erin village was incorporated 
at beginning of 1880, because of the coming of the Flailroad. More than 500 railway builders inflated the population to the required 
number. Pop. (1873) 600.

Includes excepts from the books “History of Erin Township” by C.J. McMillan © 1974 and “Main Street Erin” by Jean Denison © 
1980 (both now out of print).

The recorded history of Erin Village begins in 1826 when Henry Trout dammed the river and built a sawmill at Charles Street, Trout 
opened a small store and sold potash for the making of soap. Wm. Chisholm supplied the store with goods, taking potash in payment, 
but Trout soon fell into arrears and ownership of the property passed from his hands. Daniel McMillan was the oldest son of Donald 
McMillan and his wife, Catharine Miller, who had emigrated from Argyleshire, Scotland in 1819 when Daniel was seven. As a 
teenager, Daniel McMillan rented the Trout mill from Chisholm, but soon realized that the saw cut slowly. The father tried to dissuade 
his son, but eighteen-year-old Daniel was not to be thwarted, and completed his purchase of the sawmill in 1829, for the sum of $700. 
Daniel then cleared three acres of land and renovated the building which had been gutted by fire. Daniel McMillan, assisted by his 
brothers, Hugh and Charles, cleared about three acres immediately south and west of where the post office is situated. Arrangements 
were then made to erect a saw mill, as sufficient power seemed available, and timber of which there was an abundance, there being 
pine trees over four feet in diameter, of the best quality. Early in 1833 everything was in readiness for the “raising”. Word was passed 
along, and on the appointed day all the men available were on the ground to assist, accompanied by a dozen or more women, who 
volunteered to come to feed the men after their strenuous task. The men were hungry, the food prepared was excellent, but when all 
were satisfied, there was none left for the women, who so generously supplied the food, and the most of them came a long way on 
foot. They had a weary tramp home half famished. The machinery was soon installed, and it was not long till it was turning out lumber
of the best quality to fill all requirements, at prices ranging from $4.00 to $5.00 per thousand feet. 
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In 1834 Daniel McMillan built the first house, a few rods east of the saw mill. Daniel McMillan's grist mill was also built in 1834, one 
of five completed by that industrious man during his short life span, McMillan constructed a hand-dug channel which drained water 
from the Credit on the west side of Main Street into a millpond. From the pond a race was constructed to carry the water under the 
Main Street and down to the grist mill. With the aid of his brothers, he planned the erection of the grist mill. The stones for this mill 
were obtained from lot 12, afterwards known as “Shingler's Limestone Quarry”. 

In 1835 he married Miss Mary McLaughlin, daughter of Daniel McLaughlin, Caledon, and moved with his bride to the only house in 
Erin, being the first couple to settle in the village. Daniel was always planning for the future, as he saw great possibilities and his 
desire was to see them accomplished. He engaged a competent man, taught him how to run the mill, while he busied himself in other 
developments. He dressed the stones satisfactorily, and the first grist mill was erected at the south west end of the saw mill, the same 
power being used for both purposes. Although the flour was not as fine as that turned out by modern mills, it gave good satisfaction. 
Daniel McMillan was something of a compulsive entrepreneur. Not knowing the possibilities of the water power till more clearing was
done, be cleared all the front of his lots 14 and 15, west side of the 9th, back to the bottom of the hill, levellings were taken and the 
present upper dam was built. On this a second saw mill was erected in 1838, with new and improved machinery. It was a fast cutting 
mill and turned out lumber enough for all requirements. He then built an oat mill on the other side of the street, directly opposite the 
first saw mill. The water power was obtained by a race from the lower dam, which was well covered by heavy timbers to avoid 
accidents. The dry kiln was built handy by, but far enough away to be safe in case of tire. The ruins of this kiln are still in evidence. 

This mill did a large custom trade for a number of years. The building is still in a good state of preservation, and is now used as a 
planing mill. In 1840, McMillan built a second grist mill further downstream from the Village, the flume for which can just barely be 
seen at the bottom of the map on page nine. The mill boasted three run of stones, and also made oatmeal. Ten years after its 
construction the mill was converted to a carding' (woollen) operation where wool, cotton and other fibres were combed' and prepared 
for spinning. This would have been very shortly before the Erin Agricultural Society staged their first annual Fall Fair (1852) in an 
adjacent meadow before the Fair moved in 1866 to its Main Street location opposite the old Public School.

Wm. Cormock came in 1838 and as he had some money, Daniel McMillan induced him to locate in the village by explaining to him 
what the future of the place might be, by judicious and wise planning.Mr. Cormock's first move was to build a distillery, which he 
considered the first requisite of a new country. The still was soon in operation and “good stuff” was obtainable at reasonable prices, the
Government not being quite so hard pressed for revenue as it is now, and when a farmer took his grist to the flour mill he generally put
the tailings in a separate bag to be exchanged for whiskey, when his jug would be filled while waiting for Hour. This distillery did a 
very prosperous business but was closed in 1860, some time before discriminating tastes changed preferred drinking habits in the 
1870s. The ruins still remain as evidence of the “good old days”. 

On the corner where the post office is situated S. L. Shotter erected the first General Store, where an extensive business was conducted
for a number of years. North of Shotter's store, Daniel McMillan erected a building, where he and his brothers on wet and stormy days 
put in the time in making barrels, tubs, churns, etc., which the new comers required. They also made coffins, but it was not so 
expensive to die then as now, for the best pine coffin their price was $4.00 for No. 1 cherry $6.00 and at those prices they considered 
themselves well paid. But, of course, there were no “associations” or combines to force prices up in those days. 

In 1846 Daniel McMillan arranged to erect a family residence which would be an ornament to the village, and he erected the house 
which is now occupied by A. J. Horton. This house was occupied by the family for twenty years, when it was sold to the late Wm. 
Chisholm and converted into an hotel, where an extensive business was carried on in catering to the wants of the public. In 1847, 
seeing that the grist mill last built was not up-to-date, by any means, nor adequate for the needs of the fast increasing population, 
decide to erect a modern mill. The site had to be selected where the greatest fall could be obtained and at the same time where a mill 
such as was required could be built at the least expense. He mapped out the site, and a surveyor was engaged to ascertain if the scheme
proposed was feasible. The site where Bell's mill now stands was chosen and some scheming done to convey the water from the upper 
dam. A race was constructed, which was then considered a wonderful feat of engineering skill, and is yet looked on as a wonder. 

In the winter of 1847-48 a good supply of the timber was on the ground. Even for the mason work, men who knew their trade were 
imported from the old land, and when the wall was up ready for the frame work, operations were started to construct the race and get 
the frame work ready were on the job. The building as originally planned was six storeys high. There were 200 men at the raising, and 
the time occupied in its erection was three days, and everything went along without a hitch and no one was injured. All the men who 
applied for work got something to do, from the digging of the “big ditch” to the most intricate work in the construction of the mill and 
machinery.
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Clothes do not always make the man. The last time Daniel McMillan went to Toronto was when he went for the mill stones for the new
mill, accompanied by his brother Hugh, and the late John Rott, who was his fast friend. They proceeded to the bank of Montreal, 
Toronto, to get some money, as they entered the bank the manager was in earnest conversation with an elegantly dressed man, the 
manager said, “No, Mr. Jones, we cannot let you have any money to-day”. Mr. McMillan, who with his brother was dressed in 
homespun and in patches at elbow and knee, turned to his companions and said, “There is not much hope for us when such a well 
dressed man is turned down”. But the manager came forward, shook hands, cordially adding, “Mr. McMillan, what can we do for you 
to-day?” Making known their wants, the manager instructed the teller to give Mr. McMillan all the money he wanted. Whenever 
Daniel McMillan was asked when he expected to have the mill in operation, his invariable answer was, “Christmas, 1849”. 

But man proposes and God disposes. On the 14th of December one of his fingers was injured by being pierced by a sliver, and no 
attention was paid to it at the time. But it developed blood poisoning, and he died in great agony in three days at the early age of thirty-
eight years. The mill was finished December 22, but the hero did not live to see his dream realized. His sudden call was such a shock 
to the whole community that all business was suspended for a few days. He was the acknowledged leader, and no one seemed to be 
willing to take his place. 

Two years later the original name of the village, MacMillan's Mills, was changed to Erinsville (1851) and then to Erin in 1880. Daniel 
McMillan is interred in Erin Pioneer Cemetery. Charles Kennedy completed a Plan of the Village of Erin in 1852, just three years after 
the death of Daniel McMillan. The plan locates the site of Henry Trout's original sawmill on Charles Street, and the site of McMillan's 
1838 oat mill just to the north of Mill Street. If Daniel McMillan was a compulsive entrepreneur, he was also something of a visionary 
when it came to civil engineering as can be seen from the location of the flume he dug (to the right of Mill Street, below) from the 
Charles Street dam to power his oat mill and then return the water to the meandering course of the West Credit. The water in the Hume
develops an amazing thirty horsepower as it drops seven metres from the dam at Charles Street to the small reaction turbine (a 
waterwheel mounted horizontally rather than vertically) a hundred yards to the north-east. Few such mills in Ontario were sited as 
cleverly to take advantage of local topography. 

Downstream from the oat mill we can see a fork (at the very bottom of map two, below) in the Credit River where McMillan dug a 
second Hume to power his 1840 grist mill, now known as the 'Woollen Mill', which is just beyond the edge of Kennedy's Village Plan. 
Kennedy's plan also locates the site of the second (1845) sawmill McMillan built at Church Street, and finally, the longest flume in 
Wellington county which McMillan had excavated by hand from the Church Street dam to power the 'New' (1849) grist mill at the 
eastern extremity of Mill Square. Typically mill owners tended to prefer to keep their Humes as short as possible. The waterworks 
presented constant maintenance problems, and were prone to freezing in winter. No one in Wellington County, before or since, ever 
constructed a flume as long as this one. Add to these identifiable achievements the fact that we know McMillan added a smallish grist 
mill to Henry Trout's sawmill at the Charles Street dam in 1834, and may also have built a grist mill opposite the 1845 sawmill at the 
Church Street dam, and you have a remarkable legacy for a man who started in the development business at the tender age of eighteen 
and died just twenty years later. The typical water-powered mill (Much, if not most, of the technical information that follows is based 
on a chapter from Survivals: Aspects of Industrial Archaeology in Ontario, by Dianne Newell and Ralph Greenhill. Boston Mills Press,
1989). of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century (of which the village grist mill, carding mill and sawmills built by Daniel 
McMillan in Erin Village are certainly no exception) was designed to perform operations that were both uncomplicated and very 
repetitive. 

As a consequence, the power source could conveniently be (and was!) connected directly to the requisite machine by means of 
primitive wooden shafting supported by iron journals and driven by wooden gearing. This rudimentary system of power transmission 
was soon to be replaced by a superior sort of cast-iron gearing and shafting developed in England at the start of the nineteenth century. 
The substitution of cast iron for wood was certainly deemed to be an improvement of some magnitude, though the transition was 
burdened mightily by the weight of the castings required to overcome the relatively brittle nature of the iron available for casting. The 
British firm of Fairbairn and Lillie is credited with pioneering the move from cast-iron to wrought-iron shafting as early as 1815. The 
adoption of the lighter alloy facilitated not only a major reduction in the physical mass of the gearing but also a significant increase in 
running speed and hence efficacy of power transmission. The shafting, however, was still directly geared to the single power source 
and was dependent on the use of a heavy vertical main shaft that bore a marked tendency to heating and consequently to the tedium of 
attentive lubrication. Toward the middle of the nineteenth century the typical water-powered mill designed for isolated and local 
production (of the kind that Daniel McMillan knew so very well) gradually gave way to the industrial mill or factory operation that 
required a more elaborate set of mechanics designed not only to convey power from the waterwheel, steam engine, or hydraulic 
turbine but also 'to subdivide the aggregate power into parcels of energy as were required to place each machine, large or small, in 
motion at the rotating speeds required for the operation or operations performed. 
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It was in New England, in 1828, that belting was first adapted to the main drive to replace the weight of the English system found in 
all other American mills at the time. The belt drive system ran more smoothly and quietly cost less, and was more easily installed and 
repaired than the traditional gear drive. Tightly stretched belts were the norm until Ithamar Beard published a paper in 1837 advocating
the use of loose-running belts. Frictional losses were reduced and there were fewer breakages as a result. By 1860 the improved belt 
drive was the common form of power transmission in use throughout North America. The Europeans were slower to abandon their 
cherished gear drives, but in time they, too, followed suit. The introduction about this time of lighter and more true cold-rolled shafting
at first of wrought iron and later of low~carbon steel, further improved the rotational speed and efficiency of belt transmission. One 
major difficulty encountered with line shafting lay in the critical alignment of both shafting and bearings. The settling of a mill's 
foundations, or the contraction and warping of its wooden frame, could play havoc. 

Several machinists independently 'invented' the universal hanger with self~aligning bearings to counteract this issue. The production 
not only of line shafting but of its many components soon became a major industry; in Canada the Dodge Manufacturing Company of 
Toronto was one company that specialized in the manufacture of transmission systems. A related industry developed around the 
production of belting and the equipment needed to repair and service it such as belt tighteners clamps, awls, punches and laces. When 
the belt main drive that originated in New England was married to the British system of high-speed shafting during the second half of 
the nineteenth century the result was the emergence of a sophisticated technology for the transmission of power. The four-storey, 
water-powered, belt-driven mill of the Mundell Lumber Co. is the last of what were once countless similar water-powered mills in 
operation in the Credit Valley watershed. For this reason the mill is a rare, and cherished, example of its type. 

Upon his death in 1849, Daniel McMillan's 1838 grist mill and, more importantly the 999-year lease on water rights that had been 
granted in 1847, passed through several hands before Ben Mundell bought the property in 1896 and re-tooled it as a planing mill and 
lumber business. Mundell Lumber is currently owned by Bill's eldest son, and Benjamin Mundell's great-grandson, Dana, who also 
currently owns McMillan's 1849 grist mill, which is unfortunately no more than an empty shell. A rip saw band saw thickness planer, 
boring machine, and sticker for specialty mouldings and trims, were all belt~driven at speeds ranging from 1,200 to 2,500 r m. Other 
machines from the same period, notably a sander and a tenoner, have also survived but are not currently in use, possibly because such 
antiquated equipment has been described by one unsettled operator as not only unsafe, but also scary. The equipment on the ground 
floor of the mill remains as it was installed in the 1890s, belt~driven and powered by water. The waterwheel is kept in relatively good 
repair because it provides an inexpensive source of power, and because Mundell Lumber also controls the hydraulic system, including 
the Charles Street dam which abuts a cottage that was built by Benjamin Mundell. The turbine requires some maintenance, especially 
on cold, winter days when ice must be chopped away from the water gate by hand. 

Excerpt from the “1879 Wellington Gazetteer” The proposed line of the Credit Valley R. R. runs through the village and when built 
will greatly facilitate manufacturing and commercial interests. There is a good foundry, a flour and grist mill, and the extensive 
woollen mills of R. J. Duxbury where he manufactures Tweeds, Full-cloth, Blankets, Flannels, etc. Custom work of every description.

In 1879, Erin had 2 B1acksmiths, 2 Cabinetmakers, 2 Carriage Makers, 1 Court Clerk, 2 Doctors, 2 Druggists, 2 Founders, Hotel 
Keepers James Crozier, John Clark and Thomas Garvey, 4 Merchants, Millers the Clark Brothers, Rev DJ McGinnes presbyterian, Rev
J. Lever and Rev. C Cosens methodist, 1 Saddler, 1 tinsmith, waggons of John Sibley, 1 watchmakers and the woollen mills of R.J. 
Duxbury. In 1880 contained a woollen factory, saw mill, grist mill and lath mill, stave and potash factories, tannery lime and freestone 
quarries, a drill shed, a telegraph office, and several stores and hotels.  The Advocate, a four page newspaper, with a circulation 
exceeding 500. It was printed on Thursdays, with a size of 24x36, subscriptions were $2.00; Sylvester Dilts was the paper's editor and 
publisher;.

Agents at Erin Station were: Stephen Springer; W. Munro; Mr. Elliott; Charles Elder; Jim Mansborough; D. Robinson; Mr. Russell up 
to 1892; J.D. Leitch for 25 years, 1892-1917; Fred Anthony for 23 years, 1917-1940; R.E. Beattie, 1940-1946; Harry Short, 1946-
1957; F.R. Mitchell, 1957-1959; and Bill Wever, 1959-1969, when the station was closed. It was demolished in 1971. 

In 1854, the stone school was built on the David Mundell property. At first it was one room, later two rooms. Three-quarters of an acre 
was purchased from the estate of D. McMillan, at the rear of the Union Church, (now Presbyterian), for a house and garden to be used 
by the teacher. The first church building was known as the "Union Church", built about 1849, and free for use by all denominations. 
Station House - was a long two-storey building on Lorne Street, and catered to the railway passengers. Busholme Inn is said to have 
been built in 1886, by Dr. McNaughton, as a hospital, but never was used for this purpose. 

Post Office: In 1839, Erin Post Office was opened under the name of "MacMillan's Mills". In 1851, the name was changed to 
"Erinsville". The village had 300 people, two grist mills, two oatmeal mills, a distillery, a carding and fulling mill, a tannery, and a 
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church with free use to all denominations. Erin was incorporated as a village in 1880, and it may have taken its present name then. 
Erin School--S.S. #2: Erin school was the second school opened in the Township, and became S.S. #2. First school for Erin Village 
was built on lot 18, con. 9, on the lot that later became McMillan's Burying Ground. This school was also used as a church, for some 
years. Since the settlement developed to the south, a small frame school was erected in a more central location, on lot 15, con. 9, on 
the Conboy property. Another school was built on the site of the Baptist Church, later the property of Mrs. Fred Bingham. The Erin 
Primer and Continuation School in 1903. May have been built in 1854. In 1854, the stone school was built on the David Mundell 
property. At first it was one room, later two rooms. First teacher was Wm. Firstbrook. By 1856, he had become secretary-treasurer, and
John Shingler was Chairman of the School Board. As a result of an advertisement in the Toronto Globe, George Leitch was hired at a 
salary of 100 Pounds. In 1857, Alfred Hood was Chairman, and George Leitch was secretary-treasurer of the School Board. 

Churches: Earliest Church Services were held in the homes, schools, hotels or barns. The first church building was known as the 
"Union Church", built about 1849, and free for use by all denominations. In 1860, there was a debt to be paid off, and the building 
needed some repair. So a subscription was opened for the purpose of raising money. The debt was paid, and 18 feet added to the length
of the church. When the new Presbyterian Church was built in 1881, the old church was sold to Charles Overland, who moved it to the
Station for storage space. It was torn down in the 1960's. Burns' Presbyterian Church was built in 1881, but the congregation dated 
back to 1848. Before that date, many attended a log church in West Caledon. When Rev. Duncan McMillan dispensed Communion for 
the first time in Erin Village, in October 1848, there were 22 communicants. In 1925, members voted in favour of remaining 
Presbyterian. In 1952, a new organ was installed, and in 1965, beautiful stained glass windows were given by members In Memory of 
their loved ones. 

Methodist Churches: It is said there were 14 different branches of the Methodist Church in Ontario in the early days. An 
amalgamation of Methodist Church was completed in 1884, under the name of Methodist Church of Canada 

The Wesleyan Methodist Church: Was first mentioned in a report of the Guelph Circuit in 1844. "The first Field of Labour" was 
parts of the Townships of Guelph, Eramosa, Erin, Nichol, Garafraxa, Woolwich, Wellesley, and Peel. Erin became a Circuit in 1850, 
with Rev. Wm. Steer as Senior minister, and John I. Kerr as Junior minister. They reported their "Field of Labour", as Townships of 
Erin and Garafraxa, and the rear of Chinguacousy. An Associate Church of Scotland was organized in 1849. About 1849, or earlier, a 
Union Church was built on Main street, Erin, and it was used by all three denominations until 1858. The Wesleyan Methodists then 
built an eight-sided church on the present site of the United Church, but it was destroyed by fire in July 1870. It was rebuilt, and was 
officially opened in January 1871. 

The New Connections-Methodist Church: Was established in Erin in 1839, and was on a charge with Caledon, whose minister was 
Rev. John Shilton. In 1859, they built their church on Main St., at Water St. Their church was burned, and they worshipped in the 
Wesleyan Church, then joined with them in Union. 

All Saints Anglican Church: As early as 1853, Rev. Francis Tremayne of Milton, visited Erin as one of 15 Stations on his Mission 
field. The stone church was built in 1867, on 14 perches of land bought from Mr. Cornock. (A perch is 5-1/2 yards, or one rod.) The 
Cornock family was a major promoter, under the guidance of Rev. J. Vicars. For many years, the Anglican church bell served as a fire 
warning. 

Church of Christ (Disciples): Was built in 1873, on property purchased from John & Mary White, for $150. Trustees were Duncan 
McMillan, Henry Smith, and Wm. Mathews. The builder was Duncan McMillan. The building has been kept in good condition, and is 
still being used by the congregation. 

Library: Erin village had a private society known as the Erin Social Library, as early 1854. There were 660 volumes, and 144 
subscribers, each holding one share, cost of which was one pound, five shillings. First Public Library was established in 1891, in the 
T.J. Hamilton store with Mr. Hamilton as librarian. Since then it has moved many times.

Masonic Lodge: Wellington Masonic Lodge at Erin, #271, received its Charter on July 14, 1872, with fifteen Charter Members. First 
Worshipful Master was David Kirkwood. First meetings were held in Lodge Rooms above Bush Hardware Store. 

Hotels: Erin had five hotels in the early days. Queen's Hotel: was owned and operated by J.C. McDonald, Pat Sullivan and Sam 
Ridler over the years. It and adjoining buildings on Main Street were destroyed by fire in 1912. Clark House: was built by the Clark 
family on Main Street, S., and later operated by Wm. Willis, and I.M. Teeter. Now demolished. Globe Hotel: was built as the Daniel 
McMillan home in 1846, as a show place, and was occupied by Mrs. McMillan and family for 20 years. Sold to Wm. Chisholm about 
1866, and was converted into a hotel. Later owners and renters were: William McDowell, a lawyer; Mr. Johnston; George Ramsden; 
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Willis and Bush; then to J.P. Bush. 
John Horton bought the building in 1912, from Mrs. McDowell. He operated it under the Ontario Temperance Act, and later it became 
a Beverage Room. In January 1945, it was destroyed by fire. 

Station House: was a long two-storey building on Lorne Street, and catered to the railway passengers, after 1879. Miss Kate Mooney 
operated it until it was destroyed by fire in the early 1900's. Busholme Inn: The Busholme Inn at the corner of Main Street and 
Church Street, was the home of J.P. Bush and family. Built c. 1886. The inn is said to have been built in 1886, by Dr. McNaughton, as 
a hospital, but never was used for this purpose. In 1893, Dr. Martin owned the large house, then Dr. J. Hamilton, and several other 
doctors. 

Electricity: Private companies installed generators in the mills, and produced power to light the homes in the village. John M. Deagle 
was operating his first power plant at Cataract before 1890. In 1896, he formed the Cataract Light & Power Company, and by 1900, he
was supplying power to Erin Village, Hillsburgh, Alton, Caledon, Caledon East, Inglewood, and the brickyard at Cheltenham. They 
also contracted to supply street lighting for Orangeville. 

Erin Advocate: The Weekly Newspaper was established in 1880, by Silvester Dilts. The business changed hands several times until 
December 1894, when Wellington Hull became the editor. His son, Roy Hull, began his printing career in 1907, and took over the 
business in 1920. 

Stanley Park: Opened in the late 1880's as a Park, on west side of Main Street, North, there are large stone gate posts with an archway
at the street. Along the driveway you may have passed a Merry-Go-Round operated by a team of heavy horses, which were used in 
winter to haul blocks of ice cut from the lake, to be used by summer cottagers for refrigeration. On east side of the lake there were a 
dance pavilion and a boat house from the early days. By driving over the bridge there was access to the Race Track, and the cottages 
which completely lined the lake on west side. The lake was created by the Upper Dam at a mill down town, and it was possible to row 
with a boat, to do shopping near the dam. Five church ministers of the village developed the race track for Bicycle Racing, in 1889. 
Later it was used for Horse Racing and a Ball Diamond on special days, attracting large crowds. The Credit Valley C.P.R. planned 
excursions by train, Sunday School Picnics, and Reunions from surrounding towns, at special reduced rates. The second owner of the 
Park was Mr. Long, whose son, Stanley, was drowned at the Park at an early age. Stanley Park was named in his memory. 

Pavilion: First dances were held in a two-storey building east of the wharf. It later became a restaurant, with the rooms above being 
offered for rent to holidayers from the city. The boat-house at the wharf also had rooms above for rent. The park was sold to Isaac 
Teeter in 1908. Harry Austin bought from his father-in-law, Teeter, in 1916. Austin built a new dance pavilion in 1922, and was soon 
billing the famous "Cornhuskers" Orchestra, and others, as well as local musicians, Bill Bush and Harry Gear. Soon it was extended in 
size. 

Erin Agricultural Society: Organized in 1850, the first Fall Fair was set for October 29, 1852. First held in Erin, it was moved around
to Hillsburgh, Ospringe and Brisbane, with each placing a tender. The bids varied from $30. to $90. In 1865, a permanent site was 
chosen in Erin Village. In 1862, the Society sponsored a Plowing Match. Admission was 10 cents in the early days, but was raised to 
25 cents in 1896. Faithful Presidents and long-term Secretary-Treasurers have been the secret behind this successful venture. 
Considered the preview of the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto in November, the Tri-County Jersey Show, and the 4-H Club Exhibits, cut 
down on number of entries at the Royal, and create great interest at Erin Fall Fair. It is the Big Event of the area for Thanksgiving 
Week-end. 

Union Cemetery:  Located at the northern edge of the village, on the 9th line of Erin Twp., it was the burial place of the early settlers. 
Miss Annie Cook has been the custodian for many years. It is still in use, and kept in fine condition. 

Credit Valley Railroad: The CVR was built in 1879, extending from Forks of the Credit to Elora, passing through Erin, Hillsburgh 
and Orton. In 1884, it was taken over by the C.P.R. The railway com pany leased the land for 99 years. The turn-table pit that once 
changed the direction of the Elora Branch engines could still be seen near the Forks station, in 1973. The meeting of the two branches 
of the Credit River took place at Forks of the Credit where a most impressive trestle for the railway was built. It was 1,146 feet long 
and 85 feet high, the largest in Ontario at that time. In 1888, the base was reinforced by dumping car loads of gravel through the trestle
forming a large embankment. The present steel section was installed in the 1900‘s. 

Mundell's Mill: The mill was built by Daniel McMillan, founder of Erin Village, in 1840,. The Credit Valley Conservation Authority 
said there were 65 water-powered mills on its banks between 1860-1880, but Mundell‘s is the only one still in operation. The mill has 
an auxilliary Diesel motor sitting near the water wheel that could be used if they ran out of water, but Terry Mundell cannot remember 
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it ever having been used. Benjamin Mundell bought the mill in 1896. 

8-02 Hillsburg Station: (mile 8.3)

Includes excepts from the book “Hillsburgh's Heyday” by Patricia Kortland © 1983 (now out of print).

In 1823 a family named Hill settled on Lot 25. "Nazareth" Hill started the first hotel. From this family the village took its name, 
although even yet some have the idea that the name came from surrounding hills. William How, the founder of Hillsburgh, who came 
in 1821, accompanied by his brother. On reaching lot 1, con. 7, they stayed with Roszells for the night. Mr. How set out next morning 
for lots 22 and 23, con. 7, accompanied by his wife and Mr. Roszell. By evening they had arrived at lot 23, and discovered a large 
fallen tree. With brush thrown up against it, they made a shelter for the night. Next morning they began building a crude shelter which 
they completed in three days, then Mr. Roszell returned home. Snow came on Nov. 9th that year, and stayed until March. It was six 
months before Mrs. How welcomed another white woman to her home. Mr. How started the first general store in a small log building 
to meet the wants of the few neighbours. He had four sons who did much for the prosperity of the community, by establishing a sort of 
Trading Post. They bought what produce the settlers had for sale, and teamed it to the nearest market, Oakville, over a bush trail. In a 
few years business increased and it became necessary to erect a larger building, where everything required by the early settlers could 
be obtained. License to sell liquor was even secured. Liquor was freely dispensed to all who came to visit the store. Callers generally 
remained for some time, while they were relating some strange and weird experiences. 

Mr. how had four stalwart sons, who did much for the prosperity of their former home by establishing s sort of trading "post. They 
bought such as the early settlers had for sale and teamed to the nearest market, which was Oakville. This proved a great help to the 
new arrivals in the country. The first grist mill was built by Aaron Wheeler on the stream a little north of where the present post office 
stands. A dam was built (its land-marks are still to be seen), which had a fall of six feet. The mill was driven by a breast wheel ten feet 
in diameter. After a few years, this mill being no longer adequate to meet the needs of the increasing population, was sold and the site 
used for a woollen mill, which turned out a lot of custom work. A saw mill was erected south of the present dam. It was a great help to 
the early settlers. Here the first drowning accident of the township happened. Thos. Nodwell, uncle of R. D. Nodwell, was drawing 
logs to the mill with a spirited team of oxen. The team ran away and a hook of the dragging chain caught and pulled up a plank, which 
was across the flume. In his hurry to overtake the oxen, Mr. Nodwell did not notice the opening, fell in and was drowned. About the 
year 1846, seeing the need of a larger and better equipped mill, Gooderham and Worts, of Toronto, proceeded to erect one that would 
answer all requirements. The dam was built and a fine building was erected where D. McGill's chopping mill now stands. It was driven
by an overshot wheel twenty-four feet in diameter. The power was augmented by an ingenious arrangement from a second dam, the 
water being conveyed to keep the buckets always full to capacity. For a number of years a large trade was done besides custom 
gristing. Wheat was brought and ground into Hour.  A team was kept continuously on the road taking the Hour to Oakville, the nearest 
point of transportation. 

A cooper shop was also established to manufacture barrels to contain the flour. To show how business was sometimes handicapped by 
the absence of proper facilities for obtaining news quickly, there being no fast steamers, we mention an incident of 1853, the time of 
the Great Russian War. Prices of commodities went high. Wishing to secure as much wheat as possible before prices became  
prohibitory. Gooderham and Worts offered $2.50 per bushel for it. The war ended suddenly, and all details were settled two weeks 
before the news reached Canada. The result was a staggering blow to all business. Prices declined rapidly so that Gooderham and 
Worts purchased the same wheat later on, at 75c. per bushel. However, even now, with news flashed across the continents in a minute 
of time, people are caught napping, failing to take a lesson from the past. With all our advanced knowledge and what we consider our 
keen business acumen, human nature is ever the same history is continually being repeated. A fire which destroyed this mill in 1870 
meant a great loss to the community. The site remained vacant for a number of years until the property came into the hands of Awrey 
Bros., who built the present mill, which is a genuine gold mine to its present owner. J. Viner established a furniture and undertaking 
business which he conducted for a number of years. John Byne established a general blacksmithing and wagon shop and built up a 
large trade, which was afterwards carried on by his sons. For a number of years Archie Currie conducted a large business, 
manufacturing wagons, etc. However, that kind of business got into larger and more efficient plants and was found no longer 
profitable, as carried on in small shops which were unequipped. Here as elsewhere the old law of the survival of the fittest was shown 
in operation. 

People (1879):
Agent Montreal Telegraph Co, money lender, printer & general agent George Lacey, 1 doctor, Donaldson & Carmichael, Merchants, 
Graham Bros, sawmill, How & Sons, Flour Mills, 2 Merchants, Postmaster William How, Rev AHW Chowne, Episcopalian, Rev 
Robert Fowlie, Presbyterian and 1 saddler.
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The Mississauga Land Tract, which included the Credit River Valley, was purchased from the Mississauga Indians in 1818 and the area
was opened for settlement. The settlers could use the Credit River for fishing and for the power to run their mills; they could hunt in 
the forests and own land. Surveyors pushed north from Dundas Street. Charles Kennedy of Esquesing and Donald Black of Eramosa 
began their work in Erin Township in 1819. They worked together till they reached the 17th Line, where in l820 John Burt replaced 
Kennedy. The surveyors blazed their trail on the trunks of hemlock, cedar, hard maple, beech, chestnut and elm. They drank the crystal
clear water of the spring»fed Credit headwaters. Since the land was part of the Erin Till Plain and Drumlin Field, it was hilly and 
rolling, providing good drainage; it was good loam sifted through with gravel sands and large rocks. 

Deposits of building rock, gravel and limestone were probably hidden below grade at that time. It did not look promising as productive
land to some at first, and Charles Kennedy refused to accept a land grant in Erin Township, Surveyors were instructed to report any 
millseats they met with in running their lines. To ensure that they were not held as speculation, the Land Boards were ordered in 
January 1819, not to locate lots containing mill seats until security had been given for the erection of mills. This "security" must have 
been guaranteed by Aaron Wheeler who set up a gristmill on his farm property, the northeast block of town. This same policy may 
have applied to Hiram Hill when his son Nazareth built the first sawmill on his father’s block in northwest Hillsburgh. In 1820 
Nathaniel Roszel began to settle his property, a land grant received for services in the War of 1812. He had resided on Lot #1, 7th Line,
Ballinafad for about one year when William and Mary How of Kent, England followed the same blazed trail. Their lease was on the 
east half of Lot #23, 7th Line, Hillsburgh. They spent the night with the Roszels and Nathaniel offered to accompany them to their new 
property. It took a day’s journey, driving ahead the yoke of oxen and cow, to reach it. It was November and shelter was needed 
immediately. They threw up a lean-to against a fallen tree for two nights’ rest and shelter. On the third day, after much toil, a one-room 
log shanty grew up, adequate, but certainly not comfortable. A more permanent structure could be considered later when supplies and 
manpower arrived with new settlers. 

One account says that Henry, William’s brother, accompanied the Hows. Henry obtained his property from the Crown, after lease, 
receiving it three years before William in 1840. His was the east half of Lot #22. They were followed by Aaron Wheeler and George 
Henshaw, each purchasing a block which is now part of the town proper. Henshaw’s Lot #23 was in the south part and purchased from 
Charles Cameron a year after he had obtained it as a Crown grant. In 1825 Henshaw married Ann Wheeler, Aaron‘s daughter, in one of
the township‘s first weddings. Squire Trout travelled from Dundas Street to perform the ceremony. Rachel Trout was bridesmaid and 
groomsman was Henry How, john Burt, area surveyor and teacher, bought Lot #25, Concession 6 for £10O in 1823. He died at the 
young age of 48 and left his property to his five-year-old son. George Cranfield Burt, as he matured, cleared the land and eventually 
established the farm. Five other families moved into the area in the 1820s: the Tarzwells, Lanes, McGills, Awreys and Grahams. 
George Tarzwell, from Somersetshire, England, had fought in Wel1ington’s forces at Waterloo against Napoleon and received a land 
grant in Cedar Valley on the 5th Line. He married Lady Martha Bidcomb and introduced her to the rugged adventure of settling 
Canada’s frontier. The Lanes, George and Anne Jane, emigrated from Ireland in 1824. George had served in the army and was awarded
a land grant: the west half of Lot #16 on the 7th Concession. Dugal McGill came in 1824 with his large family to homestead Lot #26, 
9th Line. John Awrey, a blacksmith from Beamsville with Irish lineage, entered the area in 1825. He had made a 200-acre purchase 
from the Shinglers: Lot 22 on the 2nd Concession. He had a large family, seven sons and three daughters, with whom to share the work
of clearing. To the east of town, to Lot 21, Concession 11, came john Graham, a colonel in the Wellington Militia in 1829. Even 
though settlement generally slowed in the 1830s, Archibald McFee and his wife Sarah and their children crossed the Atlantic safely in 
1833 and purchased Lot #32, Concession 9. Also from the same area, Argyllshire, Scotland, a year later, came Alexander McKinnon 
with his wife and son. They purchased their land from jacob Stull in 1835, Lot #19, 5th Concession. 

Then from Londonderry, Ireland came the Nodwells in the fall of 1838. Their farm, "Homestead Farm", is about the centre of town 
and on the north side of the 7th Line and was purchased from George Chalmers, its third owner, in 1839. In the 1840s and 1850s 
improved transportation by corduroy road brought many newcomers to the Hillsburgh area. Thomas Young settled Lot #26, 11th 
Concession in 1851. He was from Scotland and later became a township clerk, serving for over 30 years in this capacity and more than
20 years as Division Court Clerk. Although Robert Root paid the first taxes on Lot #20, Concession 3 in 1847, he did not receive the 
original Crown deed till 1852 from Robert Nixon. Root was a descendant of Starts Overholt, an early Baptist minister of Beamsville. 
The Roots have strongly supported the work of the Baptist Church in Hillsburgh since 1853, 130 years of service. Angus McMurchy 
hailed from Argyllshire, Scotland and J.A. Barnes from Georgetown in 1855. The McMurchys were staunch supporters of the 
Presbyterian Church in Hillsburgh. Thomas Huxley, a wagon maker of Orangeville, followed in 1856. Hailing from the same locale as 
McMurchy, Reverend Hugh Reid came in 1844 and studied under Dr. Fyfe, founder of Woodstock Baptist College. He preached in 
Hillsburgh from 1856 to 1866 and was present for the opening of the new Baptist Church in 1862. At 42 years of age, in 1860, he 
purchased Lot # 13, Concession 7. During his 35-year period of service, he travelled to Eldon, Cheltenham and Belfountain, as well as 
to the "Burg."
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It took men, women and children stout of spirit, strong of body and steadfast in the faith to survive the rigours of Canadian wilderness 
life. From the St. John’s Anglican Church Registries (closed circa 1918) we learn that some children of the area succumbed to a variety
of diseases: scarlet fever, rheumatic fever, typhoid fever, croup, diphtheria and consumption (T.B.). Appendicitis took people of all 
ages. Women of the Ellenton, Lacey and Rodgers families died in childbirth in their thirties. Pneumonia and malnutrition were a 
danger to the elderly, George Lane was called to a militia unit at Quebec in 1833. He contracted cholera from Irish draftees and died 
there, leaving his widow to raise George Junior and Henry. Mrs. Lane taught school on the McMillan property, 9th Line, 22nd 
Sicleroad. The family boarded with parents of some children attending the school. The land was retained, perhaps rented out for taxes, 
but as soon as he was able young George began to work his inherited land. He married Sarah Tarzwell in 1852. In McMil1an’s early 
account of the township he relates the story of Thomas Nodwell. One day around 1860, as he worked with his yoke of oxen at the 
Wheeler sawmill, Thomas lost control of his team. Unknown to him, the dragging hook had pulled up a plank across the flume. As he 
rushed to recapture the oxen, he stumbled, fell in and was drowned. Alexander Parry farmed on the 27th Sideroad, north and west of 
town. He was on the farm October 14, 1883 when William Donaldson, Postmaster, brought him a startling telegram. His nephew, 
Henry Parry, was dead and he was asked to notify the young man‘s folks. 

Henry was 24 years old and had left Toronto to work at the Lyceum Theater in Chicago. He died of suffocation in a small room on the 
third floor of the building during one of Chicago’s blazing theatre fires. Mr. Parry's diary simply says: "Oct. 13 — Henry died." Later 
Mr. Parry retired to a fine brick house in town on Anne Street. In the 1880s Margaret Collier, a 75 year old farmer’s wife, was killed 
when she was thrown from a wagon pulled by runaway horses. In the 1880s Manasseh Leeson, aged 13, and Elizah Leeson, 11, were 
drowned, probably in the stream on their own property: Lot #32, Sth Concession. John Awrey lost two log houses to fire; the first had 
been built in 1831. He retired in the third log home while his son Gideon built a frame home in 1854. This in turn was replaced by a 
brick residence in 1870. The Nodwells were fire victims as well. Their first log house and its contents were consumed by fire in 1839. 
A new log house, barn and stables, erected as soon as possible, were probably built with the proceeds from the sale of the northeast 
half of their lot to Angus McMurchy. Christmas 1871 was very busy at the Thomas Young farm. On December 23rd his barn was 
unroofed by gale-force winds. On the 25th friends came to supper not only to celebrate Christmas but also to help lift the roof out of 
the barnyard and to put up rafters. These folks, not named, returned on Boxing Day to help further. December 1, 1879: W. 
Wansborough was hurt by railway cars at the Georgetown train station. 

Many early settlers contributed or sold their land for various community purposes: churches, schools, town halls, parks, cemeteries 
and, later this century, arenas. One of the most generous land donators in Erin Township was Nathaniel Roszel. He donated land from 
his Ballinafad farm for a church, a parsonage, a cemetery, a temperance hall and a school. Donald Ferguson of the 17th Sideroad 
donated property for the Erin Centre Church in 1860. George Henshaw sold some of his property for the erection of the Baptist Church
in 1862 and the property for the Presbyterian Church was purchased from the estate of Robert Maw for $200 around 1869. 

The earliest record of a farmers’ organization is that of Lodge 167, I,0.0.F., which was organized in 1875. It had 35 members and 
Donald McMillan and W.J. McCormick were officers. 

In the 1850s and ’60s wheat ground at the Gooderham and Worts Mill might have come from as far north as Owen Sound. The flour 
was then hauled by team to Oakville. Thomas Young was one of the area‘s first farmers, and took his produce to many markets. In his 
diary, in the period 1866-1900, he mentions taking oats and pork to Georgetown, pork to Orangeville and fall wheat to both Guelph 
and Norval. At the height of the milling season in the fall the gristmills of Wheeler and Gooderham SL Worts would have been hard· 
pressed, especially since the grain traffic from the north (Owen Sound) was increasing. The large mills at Norval would have been 
invaluable to Young. Other accounts of the pioneers relate that in very early years Gradually many farmers of the area turned to 
potatoes as a cash crop. The wheat market was not always steady and larger quantities were coming from the west yearly. Hillsburgh’s 
land was well-drained, of mixed consistency and quite suitable for potatoes. Dakota Reds and Irish Cobblers were two popular strains. 
The first shipment of 210 bags left via the Credit Valley Railway station in 1881. He fed his year's crop to the cattle and boiled them 
for the pigs. Timber, horses, cattle and barley were also shipped out by train, first with the Credit Valley Railway and then CPR. In 
1885 ten carloads of barley were sent out at one time. 

Although the Erin Agricultural Society was registered in 1850 with the provincial government, the first fair did not take place until 
October 1852. Only 31 years had passed since William How had turned the first sod in Hillsburgh. Until 1857 prize money was 
rendered in shillings and pence; after that, in dollars and cents. After 1857 Erin Township villages tendered for the fair. Erin, 
Hillsburgh, Brisbane and Ospringe, all indicated their willingness to host the event. In 1861 Hillsburgh won the privilege. In 1866 Erin
Village was decided upon as a permanent location. Local fairs were also held at Orangeville. The Hillsburgh Horse Show began in the 
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spring of 1879 under the auspices of the Erin Agricultural Society. Keen horsemen could also attend the Elora Horse Show. There were
provincial fairs, too. James Collins' farm bordered part of the Gooderham and Worts property. In January 1877 he took a sample of Rio
Grande Wheat to Philadelphia and won a bronze medal there.
In 1873, Hillsburgh had a population of 400 and the town contained two grist mills, a woollen factory, a. foundry, a tannery, 4 
churches, Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist and Union, 4 stores, 3 hotels, and a telegraph office.

The tiny St. John’s Anglican Church, established circa 1879-1918, may have had its land donated by the Byrnes. This family served 
the community as blacksmiths and waggon makers for over 60 years. Mrs. Bess Duncan (nee McNally) remembers that they were the 
main support of the church. A group of enterprising businessmen raised $500 and obtained permission to purchase land for the town‘s 
park from the farm of Donaldson and Carmichael. In "Victoria Park", or as it was jokingly called, °‘Sunburn Park", a horse show was 
held annually for 69 years (1879-1948). 

TO UNCLE DAN BY UNCLE JOHN 
Poem by J. Gray

Dear Uncle Dan; I read last night
Your lines about our town,

And then some thoughts came in my head,
And now I jot them down.

You told about our "bonnie town"
All girt about with hills,

Of "limpid lakes" and "sparkling streams"
But you o‘er looked the mills.

We like to hear of °'sunset haze"
And thoughts that memory fills
But somehow as I listen Dan,

I long to hear the mills.

The mills that cut the logs to boards
And ground the wheat to flour;

The flowing stream and limpid pond
That gave the wheels their power.

It was some eighty years ago
When trees adorned these hills

A man of foresight said one day,
"Right here we need a mill,"

He built a dam across the stream

On northeast side of town,
And then into the wooden wheel

The water tumbled down,
For Aaron Wheeler was the man

With visions of a seer,
He drew the plan and built the mill

A worthy pioneer.
And many men brought to the mill

Wheat to be ground to flour
And there in patience they must wait

Each bushel took an hour.

John Viner built the first saw mill
With drag saw up and down

He cut the hemlock and the pine
And helped to build the town.

It was in eighteen fifty-one
That men with money came.
And built another flour mill

Gooderham and Worts the name.

And then in eighteen sixty-three
There rose another mill

Built by the honest William How
On north side of the hill.

And Dan, when we were only boys
Our hearts with joy did thrill

When we were first allowed to go
Alone with grists to mill

We loved to see the miller turn
The water on the wheel

And watch the elevators run
And he the flour feel.

Those millers now area dead, Dan 
The old hands now are still 

Yet sparkling waters low the same 
And turn the chopping mill. 

We two are getting old Dan, 
Though we seem blithe and gay 
I think the way you write Dan 

That you are very grey.

Basic sustenance was vital to the settler. A gristmill which ground grain for flour and grist for stock almost always appeared before a 
sawmill to serve the developing farm area. The first settlers, the Hows, took their grain to be ground at Timothy Street’s Mill in 
Streetsville or Oakville from 1821 to 1824. In 1824 Aaron Wheeler opened his gristmill. Built on his farm and likely of log 
construction, it was located on a stream which feeds the west branch of the Credit River near the present town park entrance. The 
farmhouse was on the site of the present Community Arena. Settlement continued, business increased and a larger mill was needed. 
Wheeler built one combining the flour and grist processes with a sawmill. One main drive shaft was used. He sold the original building
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for a woollen mill. By 1881 there were 15 to 18 woollen mills on the banks of the Credit. Seth Baily may have been the owner in 
1871-72. His brother john advertised as a tailor and may have worked in a room set aside in the establishment. Perhaps Canadian 
Confederation in 1867 led to a sudden welling up of personal pride. 
The town sported three tailors in 1871-72: John Baily, Malcolm Carmichael and Archibald Reeves. john Leitch was listed as a weaver 
in 1883·84 so it is possible that the mill was still in operation at that time. In 1831 james Worts emigrated to Toronto from Norfolk, 
England. William Gooderham, his wife’s brother, arrived in Quebec shortly thereafter with a group of 54 people. It comprised 
members from both families of which 11 were Orphans and servants. Overland and by water they reached Toronto on July 25, 1832. 

By the autumn of ’32 the windmill planned and initiated by Worts was completed at the mouth of the Don River on Lake Ontario. It 
was first a flour mill: Worts and Gooderham, the name. In 1834 James tragically died by drowning and William continued the mill 
under his own name. In 1837 he expanded, adding a distilling plant to dispose of waste products from milling. In 1854 James 
Gooderham Worts, his nephew, who had worked with the firm for many years, was assumed a full partner and the firm of Gooderham 
and Worts emerged. 

It was in the same year that the company looked west to expand. In the Credit River Valley at Noryal they leased an existing mill, built
by J. McNab in 1827, from its new owner Peter Adamson. In 1852, 2O years after their first venture, they built their second mill at 
Hillsburgh. It was the only mill that they had constructed on the Credit River. In 1856 they purchased the C,W. Silverthorn mill and 
store in Meadowvale. Finally, they looked to Streetsville where they bought two mills, The first, purchased in 1861 from john Hyde, 
was converted into a flax mill. The second, the old Street Mill purchased in 1865 from John Blain, was retained as a gristmill. In the 
summer of 1851 William Gooderham and James Gooderham Worts, millers and distillers, purchased two large properties in 
Hillsburgh. They expended a sum total off 525 for two parcels, each approximately 5O acres in size. The first transaction took place 
June 5, 1851 between the two men and John Viner, a carpenter. He sold them Lot #24, 7th Concession and part of Lot #25, 5th 
Concession for £400. William Crooderham, Jr. and William How were witnesses. The second agreement took place on July 14th 
between the two and a yeoman (farmer) Paterick O’Reiley and his wife Mary. The land was also in Lot #24, 7th Concession (Southeast
quarter). It was sold for £ 125. This was considerably less than the first parcel. Both properties were initially Crown grants. O’Reiley 
relocated on a farm on the 4th Line. Viner, a cabinetmaker and builder, stayed on in town. 

The main purpose for locating in Hillsburgh was to build a gristmill and cooperage (barrel factory) on the spring-fed stream. George 
Worts (1829-1877) was placed in charge of the mill built in 1852. The brownish stone used in the building is similar to that used in the 
Orr farmhouse. It may well have been quarried on the Ashenhurst farm on the 5th Line where stone was cut even until the 1930s, The 
cooperage obtained oak from around Ballinafad where one can still find singular old white oak trees, though the heavy forest is no 
longer. The area was cleared by farmers who sold the wood to Chisholm of Oakville. He exported it to the shipbuilding cities of 
England. The oak barrels produced by the cooperage were likely taken back to Norval by William Gooderham, Jr. to use in his 
distillery in Norval or sold to William Cornock of Erin who was in the same business until 1860. A jug of Cornock’s best was 25¢, a 
keg, $1.00. On a large wall map of Wellington County dated 1861 found in the Erin Township office, a sawmill is shown directly north
of a gristmill on the Gooderham and Worts property. It could be that john Viner leased a water site for his sawmill there after he had 
sold the property to the two men. Misfortune struck The Gooderham and Worts enterprises in 1870 when the mill burned down, but 
George Worts continued in town as a merchant. He died at 48 years of age in 1877. Rhoda, possibly a daughter, married William 
Henry McCullough in 1873, and they assumed the Worts’ store after her father’s death. Elizabeth Victoria Worts (1859-1935) married 
Dr. Archibald MacKinnon in 1879. Sons james, George and Fred Worts were also baptized in the St. Paul’s Anglican Church at Norval 
(1855, 1864, 1867). Harry, another Worts and a veterinarian, was baptized as an adult in the little Hillsburgh Anglican Church of St. 
John’s in 1894. William Gooderham Sr. died in 1873 and his son George was put in charge of the property. Owning nearly 100 acres of
land within the town, he drew up an proposed a town plan in February 1877 (registered 1879). The land block was divided into streets 
of building lots and it was designed for a portion of the area of the present Upper Pond. The coming of the Credit Valley Railway, 
cutting through the property almost corner-to-corner, must have killed this plan. This plan can be seen in the Erin Township Office.

Aaron Wheeler was born in Glastonbury, Somerset, England, in 1777, and came to Erin Township in 1824, having previously visited 
Newfoundland, but returned to England. He was accompanied by his wife and two daughters. They settled on lot 25, con. 8, the site of 
the Hillsburgh Community Hall, where he built his log house. The first baking his wife did, was after they arrived in Erin Twp. They 
built a fire on a flat stone, and after brushing it off, cooked scones on the hot stones. One wall of her log cabin was a huge fireplace, 
over which all the cooking was done for many years. Aaron Wheeler married Betsy Lucans in England and they had two daughters, 
Ann and Mary. First Wedding - in Erin Township was in 1825, when Ann Wheeler was married to George Henshaw by Rev. Dr. 
Jennings. The bride and groom had met on the trip up the St. Lawrence River. After the ceremony they travelled in a lumber wagon 
accompanied by the bride's father, to Toronto, then called York, where they visited the groom's cousins, Mr. & Mrs. John Riddell. The 
bridesmaid was Rachel Trout; the groomsman was Henry How. In 1842, George Henshaw was a representative to Wellington District 
Council. George and Ann Henshaw's daughter, Sarah Ann, was the first child born to parents who had been married in Erin Township. 

Chapter 8                                                                          12                                              © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

Sarah Ann Henshaw married Archibald McAllister in 1847. He and his brother, Duncan, had settled on lots 19 and 20, con. 10, in 
1830, Duncan being a blacksmith. The other daughter, Mary Wheeler, married Patrick Riley. Their son, George Riley, started a sawmill
in Erin Village, later moving to Esquesing Twp., and finally to Iowa. 
Betsy Wheeler died a few years after her daughters were married. Aaron Wheeler's second wife was Leah Cox, and their family 
included: Isabella, Mrs. Robert Smart; Sarah, Mrs. Angus McArthur: and Robert Wheeler. The McMurchy family came from 
Argyleshire, Scotland, settling on lot 23, on the 8th line about 1841. Son Donald married Mary Green and purchased lot 26, con. 7, in 
1855, for $800, buying from Alexander Grant. The log house was replaced in 1875 at a cost of 1,500. The Nodwell family were 
Presbyterians from Londonderry, Ireland, but the original name was spelled "Nedwill". Having lost a valuable stock of horses by 
Anthrax, they decided to come to Canada. They landed in Quebec City in the fall of 1838, and are said to have travelled all the way to 
Erin Township by wagon and teams of oxen. Wm. Nodwell and his second wife, Letitia Dunn and their family settled on lot 24, con. 8.
Within a year the log house was destroyed by fire, and everything was lost. A new log house was built near the site of the present 
buildings. It was replaced by the large brick house in 1868. The frame barn was built in 1857, to which additions have been made. 
Wm. Nodwell died in 1845, leaving the property divided between two sons. Robert bought 100 acres in East Garafraxa Township, and 
traded it to Thomas for his half of the homestead. Robert's son, R.D. Nodwell, took over the farm in 1895, when he married Lillias 
Young, and the brick house was built at the road gate for his parents. R.D. and his son, Mungo, went into the growing of seed potatoes.
 
Lot 32, con. 6, was purchased from the Canada Company in 1831, by Donald McGill, who came with his family from Scotland. They 
stayed in Toronto for a short time, then came to Erin Twp., where they cleared the land, and built a frame house. Their son, Donald, 
had been left in Toronto with friends as he had been stricken with cholera, and was not expected to live. About seven years later, they 
returned to Toronto, and found their son had not died. He came to the farm with them, and in 1847, the farm was registered in his 
name. He married Jane Barbour and they had eight children. Son, William, took over the farm, and about 1899, he left it to his son, 
Donald III. 

W 1/2 lot 29, con. 7, was taken from the Crown in October 1832, by Nathon Horton, who with his family, cleared three acres of land, 
and erected a small house. In 1856, Lydia Horton, widow of Nathon, sold to Thomas Huxley, who gave up his trade as a wagonmaker 
in Orangeville. Later Huxley purchased lot 28. In 1889, Samuel Huxley took over the farm.
 
James Wheeler was born in 1834, and grew up on W 1/2 lot 21, con. 7, south of Hillsburgh. About 1857, he walked north and chose a 
piece of Crown Land, lot 29, con. 7, and cut some trees. He returned the next spring to sow some grain among the stumps, and build a 
house. He married Mary McMillan, and they had three sons. Their son, George, born in 1868, married Harriet Ann Barden, and settled 
on the homestead. 

Aaron Wheeler built a grist mill soon after his arrival in Erin Twp. It was a very slow operating mill, so it was later sold, and became a 
woollen mill; and a larger grist, flour, and sawmill was built. A sawmill was erected south of the present dam. This was a real boon to 
the early settlers in their building operations. Here the first drowning accident in the Township occurred. Thomas Nodwell, uncle of 
R.D. Nodwell, was drawing logs to the mill with a spirited yoke of oxen. The oxen ran away, and a hook on the end of the dragging 
chain, caught and pulled up a plank which lay across the flume. In his hurry to overtake the oxen, Mr. Nodwell did not notice the 
opening, fell in, and was drowned. Soon, the How Brothers built a larger mill on 22 sideroad. It became known as the Lower Mill. 
Succeeding owners were: Bill Haines, Jim Barden, Howard Smith, Oswald Everdell, Dave Douglas, Charles Bellamy, Bert Awrey, 
who sold to Brampton Milling and Farm Supply. About 1846, Gooderham and Worts of Toronto, seeing the need of a larger and better 
equipped grist mill, erected one that would answer all requirements. The dam was built, and the grist mill was operated by an overshot 
wheel twenty-four feet in diameter. The power was augmented by an ingenious arrangement from a second dam, the water being 
conveyed to keep the buckets always full to capacity. 

For a number of years, a large trade was done, beside custom gristing. Wheat was ground into flour. A team was kept continuously on 
the road, delivering the flour to Oakville, the nearest point of transportation. A cooper shop was also established to manufacture barrels
to contain the flour. Business was handicapped by the lack of proper facilities of obtaining news quickly, there being no fast steamers. 
In 1853, the time of the Crimean War, prices of commodities went sky high. Wishing to secure as much wheat as possible before prices
became prohibitive, Gooderham and Worts offered $2.50 per bushel for it. The war ended suddenly, and all details were settled two 
weeks before the news reached Canada. The result was a staggering blow to all business. Prices declined rapidly, so that Gooderham 
and Worts could purchase the same wheat for 75 cents per bushel. This meant a tremendous loss for the company. In earlier days the 
entrance was off the 7th line, but later a road was run north to the Station road. Fire destroyed this mill in 1870, and the site lay idle 
until the Awery Bros. bought it, and erected a stone grist mill about 1894. They also operated a cider press. Donald McGill ran this mill
for about 16 years, followed by Hughie McLachlan, and finally Miles Bacon. Tractor-driven and electric choppers caused the demise 
of the milling business, and the mill became a summer home. 
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The Awrey brothers, Isaiah and Iohn, purchased the Gooderham and Worts property in 1889. They rebuilt the mill in 1894, adding a 
cider press. Supposedly, they used some of the original stone building and added to it. A small lime kiln below the CPR tracks 
probably produced the lime for the mortar. Wilfred Major, Isaiah’s grandson, recalls finding the remains of the kiln when he was a boy.
A dam was built and the large upper pond, fed by springs, was formed. The first entrance joined Trafalgar Road (7th Line) and the 
second later met Station Road. The late Mrs. Major (Olive Awrey, Isaiah‘s daughter) as a young girl enjoyed sliding down the 
ninerfoot grain chute where the bags slipped into the waiting wagons. The Awrey brothers sold the mill to Donald McGill and Miles 
Bacon was the last man to run ir. At present its second owner/residents are busy furnishing it and are sustaining a definite Canadiana 
flavour in their efforts,

In the year of Confederation, 1867, the enterprising How brothers, George and Edward, built a wooden grist and flour mill on the 
south side of #22 Sideroad, west of town, It has been dubbed "the Lower Mill" and is marked on the historical map of 1877-81. In 
1883-84 it had a capacity of 50 barrels of flour a day, running four stones. Brampton Milling and Farm Supply were the last owners. 
The How Mill, built in 1867 by George and Edward How, did custom rolling, sawing, planing, shingles, chop, and grist. A cider press 
was located on the lower floor.

The early Hillsburgh settler and farmer found cedar, hemlock and white pine in abundance on his property. Next to the milling of 
grain, producing Cut lumber was of major importance in the growing community. Barn and house structures required much wood. 
Fencing at the time was just stumps or stone. Aaron Wheeler and Nazareth Hill both had sawmills before 1850. 
In 1853 the Tarzwells located in Cedar Valley. Three generations, George, Bob and Kirby, ran the mill there until 1942, representing a 
period totalling 109 years of service. The steam engine came into popular use in the 1860s meaning that mills no longer needed to be 
located on a stream for power-production, although many continued in that manner for many years. John Viner’s sawmill appeared 
circa 1861 in connection with his carpentry business. James Burt ran his sawmill on the 6th Line and used water power for 37 years, 
from 1873 to 1910. W. Everdell, shown Everdale on the historical map of 1877-81 had his mill located on the 5th Line on a stream 
flowing into the Grand River. The Graham Brothers are listed in the Earmers’ Directory of 1879-80 as owners of a mill. Matthew C. 
Latham’s mill, listed in 1890, was also located on the Sth Line. Henry How’s sawmill was under one roof with the gristmill, like Aaron
Wheelers On Lot #22, Concession 4, the Patton mill was burnt circa 1893. 

An Indian settlement was unearthed in the Ballinafad area, in the 1960s which predated the coming of the white man. Village trails 
possibly joined the frequented route through Georgetown to Queenston and others to Lake Ontario via the Credit River route. Early 
settlers reached Guelph through Mimosa on foot, using a path which ran through the Bapties’ farm located on the lst Line, 14th 
Sideroad. Upper Canada was declared a province in 1791. In 1793 the second session of its parliament enacted a new law placing 
roads under the jurisdiction of overseers called path masters. These men were appointed annually by the rate-payers at the township 
council meetings. Three-to five-mile allotments were assigned according to the ruggedness of the terrain, All male settlers were to 
serve under the Statute Labour Law and were to donate three to twelve work days a year and provide their own tools. If they owned 
cart and horse, they laboured at least six days. Building a road in front of their property was the government‘s condition for granting a 
settler land. At the meagre pay 50¢ a day, and with a heavy workload of clearing fields and constructing shelter on their own 
properties, the new farmers at first were not likely very keen road builders. However, as crop yields increased and they found 
themselves needing access to a mill and market, roads became a very important concern. In April 1876, the municipal council granted 
the petition "of John S. Aldous and four others praying that they may be allowed to perform their Statute labour on Wellington Street 
in Hillsburgh" that it "be gravelled and that Jas Reid be Path master" (4th Section, April 3, 1876). 

Historical Atlas, Wellington County, 1877-81. The records of the 5th Session, May 8, 1876 note that local farmers were very busy on 
the roads that spring. The council voted these payments: John Thomson, $12.00 for replacing bridge carried away by spring floods; 
James Davis, $1.50 for putting in a culvert on the l0th Line; Ronald Johnston, $1.50 for repairing a bridge on the 9th Concession. 
Work continued that fall. From records of October 23, 1876 came further payments: John Dixon $12.00 for furnishing timber for a 
large culvert on the 7th Concession; Henry Dunbar, $1.50 and Robert Rott, $5.00 for helping to put in a culvert and furnishing lumber. 
By 1878 the Road and Bridge Committee had been formed to deal with the considerable work going on in the township. Between 1825
and 1850 toll roads were common in England, A gate was installed every four or five miles and companies formed for this purpose 
were supposed to maintain the roads with the monies collected. This system was adopted in the Canadas but the distance between each
gate was an average of eight miles. 

In December 1865, the Wellington County Council passed By-Law #119: "To name the county roads and number the Toll gates there 
on. And be it further enacted that the gates on several Roads shall be numbered respectively, commencing with the one nearest the 
Town of Guelph, except the ones in Erin which shall be called numbers one and two, number one to be the easterly gate." There were 
five tollgates between Guelph and Hillsburgh and perhaps a similar number on the Trafalgar Road from Hillsburgh to Oakville. Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald MacNeill kept the tollgate between Ospringe and Brisbane on the Erin and Guelph Road. At the south end of 
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Hillsburgh, James Trott was the keeper for approximately 20 years from 1865 to 1885. His station was located south of #22 Sideroad 
and also Gaud’s Tannery. So as County of Wellington, Consolidated By-Laws and Records, 1888, p. 178. not to interfere with transport
into those premises. The closest establishment to provide refreshments to travellers would have been the Wellington Hotel. 
Dundas Street was cut before Yonge Street by the Queen‘s Rangers in 1793. It was planned as a more strategic route than the 
Lakeshore Road for troop movement, and served a trunk from which the branches for new settlement could reach out. Trafalgar Road 
was one of these branches. Dundas Street began as a dirt road, crowned in the centre and with many stretches of corduroy. This latter 
type of road was made by placing logs crosswise on the roadbed in loose dirt. The weight of the traffic settled the timbers. By 1806 
Dundas Street had two concessions running north and two running south. Trafalgar Road followed the 7th Concession north from 
Dundas Street and was probably started in 1806. By 1836 The Governor’s Road was macadamized (gravelled) from Toronto to the 
intersection of Mississauga Road and north to Streetsville.

In 1819 and ’20, Black and Burt had surveyed the Hillsburgh area and the land to the north. In 1836 was commenced the Garafraxa 
Road, or Rankin’s Road, as it is often called after its surveyor, Charles Rankin; the route lay from Oakville to Owen Sound, but forty 
miles of roadway, from Oakville through the townships of Trafalgar, Esquesing, Erin and Garafraxa, had been built previously. Likely 
the 40 miles of road constructed were not consecutive. Roads leading to and from burgeoning villages were built first and they would 
have made up the majority of the 40 miles of 3 The Queen’s Rangers were a special militia unit formed by Governor Simcoe for the 
purpose of road and bridge construction,. road mentioned. These earliest roads were likely corduroy. By the 1860s they would have 
been plank with a life expectancy of about five years. Rough planks about eight feet long were placed crosswise on log riders running 
the length. A money loan from England was made in 1841 to the two provinces, Upper and Lower Canada, and the 1840’s became a 
period of road company formation. In 1849 Wellington County tendered a loan of £1,500 ($6,000) to the Trafalgar, Erin and Esquesing
Road Company to plank the 7th Concession (Trafalgar Road). By the 1850s they had worked north through Stewarttown and Silver 
Creek to Ballinafad and were heading for Brisbane. The Ballinafad to Brisbane section was completed by 1862. 

The Trafalgar, Erin and Esquesing Road Company was purchased back by the county for the amount ofthe original loan £1,500, in 
1865. C.J. McMillan in his township history describes road development as southward from Brisbane to Silver Creek and planking 
from there to Oakville. George Henshaw, first representative of Erin Township at the Wellington County Council, took a road plan to 
its early session in 1842. This was for the Guelph to Erin Road (#24 Highway). Although construction began shortly after in 1844 and 
it was completed in 1868, the final section, Brisbane to Erin, was assumed by the county in 1867. Eight years earlier in 1860, the 
county had already taken over the road from Guelph through Ospringe, Bristol (Brisbane) and Hillsburgh. From the first report of the 
Committee on County Roads we see that the amount spent on the Hillsburgh and Reading Road was $225 in 1868-1869. The second 
report shows that the total recommended June 3, 1869 was $2,500, considerably more. It is likely the How brothers’ contract for 
$5,000 to cut the road three miles north to Reading may have covered two years’ work. The Good Roads Association composed of 
concerned ratepayers was organized provincially in 1894. Better legislation was required for road construction and maintenance. 

In 1842, when the District of Wellington was formed, the winding road to Guelph had many detours to avoid swamps and steep hills. 
One of the first petitions for road improvement was from the Village of Erin, accompanied by a map sketch, showing the proposed 
route through lot 13. The petition was so ably presented by the first reeve of the Township, Mr. Henshaw, that it was approved, a by-
law was passed, naming it the Guelph and Erin Road, and the road was cut through about 1844. In 1867, the County assumed the 
oversight of the road from Guelph to Brisbane, and thence up the 7th line through Hillsburgh, continuing up the 14th line of East 
Garafraxa to Reading on the Fergus-Orangeville Road. They built the gravel road, which was quite an improvement over the narrow 
old corduroy road. Oakville was the nearest lake port, named for its tall white oak trees shipped to England for use as ship masts. A 
Company was formed to build a road from Brisbane to Oakville, and soon a passable road was open to Silver Creek. From there to 
Oakville, a plank road was built, since good lumber could be obtained at $5.00 per thousand. In 1862, this road between Ballinafad 
and Brisbane was taken over by the County of Wellington. Toll gates were established about every eight miles along these roads, cost 
of upkeep to be borne by the user. One way of beating the toll charge, was to take two loads as far as the Plank Road, and there load all
on one wagon. There were at least five toll gates between Hillsburgh and Guelph. In an effort to accommodate the travelling public, 
hotels or roadhouses sprung up close by, with sixteen hotels between the upper end of Hillsburgh and the town of Guelph. Teaming 
was done at all times of the year, in all kinds of weather, and the teamsters were glad of a place to rest their horses, and get feed, food 
and liquid refreshments. Blacksmith shops were also a necessity. Until 1885, James Trott kept the Hillsburgh Toll Gate on the 7th line, 
below 22 sideroad, near Gaud's Tannery. 

The old Exchange Hotel certainly is a fascinating building, and it is intriguing why such a fancy hotel building should have existed in a
small place like Hillsburgh. For a town that never exceeded a population of 700 in the 19th century, Hillsburgh has a very rich history 
of hotels. The old Exchange Hotel was the last to close, outliving the other major one, the Grand Central, by almost 20 years. These 
two inns were the last phase of the hotel business in Hillsburgh. Wellington County voted itself dry in the spring of 1886. A 
referendum three years later reversed the policy. In Hillsburgh, only the Exchange and Grand Central operated after the restoration of 
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the bar rooms. In the early years of Hillsburgh, though, there was a good handful of others: Kirk's Hotel, the Hillsburgh House, the 
Wellington, the Mobile House, and the International Hotel. It appears that there were never more than three in operation at a time. The 
history of these older hotels is somewhat confusing, and available records on them are sketchy. 
Hillsburgh's hotels rose and fell with changes in the transportation network over the decades. This was the economic climate of 
Hillsburgh when Bill Dwier decided to build a new hotel. The exact date for his Exchange Hotel is unclear. Erin's assessment records 
are incomplete and ambiguous for the 1880s. It is likely, on the strength of the sketchy evidence, that construction took place in 1883. I
have not been able to determine the name of the designer, but the building is a most unusual one, incorporating details normally found 
on much larger commercial buildings in cities. The features combine details from the Italianate and Second Empire styles which were 
then popular. A small tower-like entrance porch near the centre of the building lends an Italianate flavour, reinforced by the slight 
forward protrusion of the left hand side of the structure. The latter feature makes the right side of the building seem like a wing. The 
main feature here is an arched passageway, originally providing access to the yard and livery stable at the rear of the hotel. There is 
also a second doorway, undoubtedly serving originally as the way to the bar room. Third floor of the building is in the form of a 
mansard roof, with windows in dormers. This style was a feature of Second Empire buildings, perhaps the dominant commercial style 
in the 1875 to 1890 period, and which still adds flavour to downtown Fergus and Guelph. The rounded windows are also consistent 
with this style. In other respects, the Exchange Hotel is a curiosity. There is an overall lack of symmetry in the placement of the 
windows, which rarely line up from one storey to the next. There is decorative brickwork on the corners, but it has not been carried 
into the window treatment. The arched passageway is lined with some beautiful cut stone, but the opening itself is too large for the 
scale of the building. Many of these design details suggest that the Exchange Hotel may have been remodelled and expanded from an 
older building. Nevertheless, and despite its curiosity of design, it is a striking building, and one of the great assets of Hillsburgh's 
main street. In the 1880s the Exchange outclassed the other hotels in Hillsburgh, until only the Wellington remained. A popular feature 
was the sample room, located above the passageway. Travelling salesmen would set up shop here, and the owners of country stores 
would stop by to examine samples of their goods and place orders. 

Other salesmen used the space to sell goods directly to farmers. Erin Township council favoured the Exchange for its council 
meetings. Successive reeves called the monthly meetings to order for years in the hotel's main parlour. The Exchange reopened its bar 
room in 1889, following the three-year dry period in Wellington County. The old Wellington Hotel managed to struggle for a couple of
years, but was soon converted to a duplex residence. Bill Dwier continued as owner and operator into the late 1890s, but then moved 
to Guelph and rented the hotel to a succession of operators on one-year leases. Meanwhile, more competition appeared. As the 
Wellington was expiring, the Grand Central Hotel opened in a former store building owned by Donaldson & Carmichael, the dominant
Hillsburgh storekeepers. They rented the new Hotel to John McCarthy, who purchased the property in 1900. According to property and
business tax records, the Exchange was a slightly larger operation than the Grand Central. 

As the roads improved, so to did the mail system. By 1808 weekly mail service had begun from Montreal to Niagara. In 1816 Toronto 
had its first Post Office building. In 1822 the Hows would have had to make a two days` journey to Toronto for mail. The trip would 
have included stops at a mill to have wheat ground for flour, a general store and several inns for refreshments. Still, in the 1830s, mail 
was expensive to send: $6.00 for a letter from Kingston to Toronto (York). But by 1842, with new and improved roads, a line ofstages 
crossed the province east to west daily. The next closest Post Offices to open were Streetsville (1829), then Norval (1836) and Erin 
(1839). Through the 1820s and 1830s the trip along blazed trails would have been organized by the settlers, parties of at least two 
setting out perhaps weekly in good weather. In 1851 the Post Office was established in Hillsburgh. Typically it was first placed in a 
local store, Boustead's, and likely the mail arrived by cart or wagon driven by Gooderham or teamster from Georgetown. In 1851 the 
Grand Trunk Railway had reached Georgetown, 15 miles away. William Gooderham, lr., was the Postmaster from 1851 to 1857, but he
had business interests (a mill and distillery) in Norval. By 1857 the town had mail daily as William Willis, a teamster, drove his mule 
team from the Georgetown station to Hillsburgh. By 1867, perhaps earlier, the Post Office had moved to I·Iow's store and stayed there 
until 1878. William Donaldson of Donaldson SL Carmichael`s General Store then became Postmaster for a record 32 years.In the 
1840s the 7th Line was very busy. After harvest, high-backed farm wagons loaded with wheat sheaves rumbled south through 
Hillsburgh, over the corduroy road to the port of Oakville. The taverns that had sprung up along this route and in each roadside town 
did a very good business, Bed and breakfast was 3 York shillings; supper 1 shilling; and drinks 4 pence a mug. Horses were watered 
willingly and gratis if the farmer had a drink at the inn. By 1852 the 7th Line was partly planked. 

Likely in the early 1840s the Hillsburgh House, had been built. It was erected on the property of Hiram Hill and run by Robert Hill and
possibly his brother. William Lang ran it in 1871»72. Their farm block was in the northwest end of the village and in 1869 Nazareth 
divided the piece into several building lots with Main Street frontage. John Kirk’s first hotel, lost to fire, stood on the property where 
the cement block two-storey Gooderham home is situated. He was proprietor of the Wellington Hotel in 1871 72. This is believed to be
the building still standing on the northeast corner of Wellington Street in Hillsburgh. An incident of genuine good will took place in 
1876. John Aldous, innkeeper at the 17th Sideroad, 7th Line, chose to do his statute labour on the street siding this hotel. ln humble 
style, he and four others laid the gravel on Wellington Street beside his competitor‘s establishment. In 1877 the Erin Township Council

Chapter 8                                                                          16                                              © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

met in "Kirk’s Hall". Another townsman, Samuel Leeson, ran Mobile House also in the early 1870s. Its location is not known. 
Centennial History - 1842 - 1967 - Erin Township and Erin Village. Other owners ofthe Wellington Hotel were F.T. Gale ( 1883- 7) 
and D. Mann (1895). 
This fine brick building is located not far from the tollgate site at the south of town and the 22nd Sideroad from Erin Village. It was one 
of seven in the series of sixteen inns between Guelph and Hillsburgh, following Trafalgar then the Guelph Road route. It comprised a 
known list: three hotels in Hillsburgh, the Aldous Inn ( 17th Sideroad), two in Brisbane [south side) and one in Ospringe. Generally, 
the 7th Line south of Erin Township was in very poor condition during the 1870s. In the Hillsburgh area industrious efforts resulted in 
many miles of reasonably good gravel roads during this period. The coming of the Credit Valley Railway brightened the picture for 
Hillsburgh. The Exchange Hotel was built during the l880s by WilliamJ. Dwier to answer the need for more accommodation. 
Travellers to points north of I-Iillsburgh, Reading and Marsville, arrived by train to peddle their wares and conduct various other 
business transactions. Stephen McKenzie (owner of International Hotel 1883-84, location unknown) provided a blacksmith’s service at
his place. The Exchange Hotel had a livery stable at the back of the property. Sound buggies and horses were let out for hire by several
horsemen during its over 40 years service: Wes Faulkner, Will McLachlan, George Barbour, and john Souter. Harold Morrison ran the 
business briefly, crossing into the car era. This interesting ad was run in The Beaver, Tuesday, October 22, 1907 

Hillsburgh Delivery
W. A. McLaChlan, Prop.

First-clue Single and Double Turnouts
Draying and Teaming

Charges very reasonable.
Clydesdale and Roadster Stallions

for service and sale.

ET. Gale took over after Dwier about 1900, at the same time possibly releasing his hotel, the Wellington, for private use. The 
Exchange came into other hands, those of Eddie White, Dick Backus and Matt Latham. Later Dwier remarried and returned to run the 
hotel for a second time, about 1925. The first two decades of this century were busy years at the hotel. 

The Caldeon Mountain Trout Club put up guests there overnight, Erin Township Council meetings were held in the large front room 
and Horse Show committee meetings convened there. The Annual Hillsburgh Horse Show attracted as many as 100 dinner guests. 1t 
was an emergency stopover for travellers on the 7th Line. Salesmen arriving by rail took refreshments there, often hired a rig on the 
premises and may have stayed overnight to conclude further business. A sample room for display cases and trunks was directly above 
the noteworthy arch. It is one of two buildings still standing that was built expressly as a hotel; the other is the Wellington Hotel.

In the 1840s, Erin township possessed a greater agricultural output, mostly in grain, than other townships in Wellington County. Most 
of this grain went to market at Oakville, where it was loaded onto vessels plying Lake Ontario. Hillsburgh might be regarded as the top
of the funnel for this traffic. Establishments like Hiram Hill's Hillsburgh House catered to this trade, offering accommodation, meals, 
drinks, and stabling for the teams of horses. The little village reached a peak in the early 1850s on the strength of this trade. The 
Hillsburgh flour mills, established by William Gooderham, and operated in later years by George Worts, and then How & Sons, 
increased the level of local business, and added flour as an export from northwest Erin Township. A secondary daily stage line, 
operating between Reading and Georgetown, served post offices on its route and added to the patronage of the Hillsburgh hotels. With 
a small but solid economic base, the population passed 400. Hillsburgh, and the village's hotels, suffered a period of decline after 1856,
with the opening of the Grand Trunk Railway. Freight traffic from Erin Township diverted to the railway stations at Georgetown, 
Acton and Rockwood, superceding the old route to Oakville. As well, improvements to the Orangeville Road (later Highway 24) 
brought Hillsburgh and area increasingly into the orbit of Guelph. Hillsburgh, located off this highway, suffered a real decline, as 
traffic diverted around it. Though the population dipped below 250, there was still sufficient local business to keep three hotels open, if
not hugely prosperous, in the 1870 period: the Wellington, operated by John Kirk, Sam Leeson's Mobile House, and the old Hillsburgh
House, under the management of Bill Lang. 

Although there is a small saloon marked on the Henshaw property (Village Map, 1861 ) across from the How’s property (southwest 
village), it is believed that Henry How’s first hotel was on Elizabeth Street across from the present store. Archibald Currie, carriage 
maker, sold his shop to How before 1895. lt had been built in the 1880s by Smith Bros. (foundation) and Robertson and Puckering 
(bricklayers and plasterers). How converted it into the Grand Central Hotel in the 1890s. Late in the 19th century Donaldson and 
Carmichael bought him out and they then sold to Mr. john McCarthy about 1900. His wife died a few years later and was buried in 
Hamilton, and the business was sold to Mr. W. Wall. Not long after he became the owner, Wall was struck down by a fatal stroke on 
the CPR station platform. The next purchaser was the rising Union Bank. It was either this company or its successor, the Royal Bank, 
that removed part of the back of the building. It lost two of its windows on the bottom floor and the same upstairs. 
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By 1851 the Grand Trunk Railway had reached Georgetown and the Post Office in Hillsburgh was established. The stagecoach service 
for passenger, freight and mail service from the Georgetown Station travelled up the 7th Line through Silver Creek, Ballinafad, 
Brisbane, Hillsburgh and Reading. This stage route was crossed a little later by the Erin Stage from Erin Village to Guelph. The point 
of intersection and exchange was Brisbane (the corner of the 7th Line and the Guelph and Erin Road). Presumably arrival times at 
Brisbane were scheduled as closely as possible for the convenience of passenger, freight and mail transfer. Stops were made at the 
town’s popular hotels: The Wellington, The Grand Central and Exchange. The mail was dropped off in this order over the years: 
Boustead's store, How’s, then Donaldson SL Carmichael's. Coningsby on the 17th Sideroad was reached two or three times weekly by 
the north-south stage. John Aldous built his inn on a corner of this sideroad and the 7th Line for traveller refreshment. The building was
reported to have been taken down and transported to Cedar Valley. By the 1890s the 7th Line stage service ceased. The CPR was 
running four trains daily. The whistle of the train down the track would start the team to meet it from the Exchange Hotel. For about 40
years or more the stagecoaches had rumbled through town, keeping its heart open to neighbouring centres, but the great era of strong 
horses and lumbering vehicles was over. The Erin stage from Guelph to Erin Village continued until about 1912.

About 1860, the county assumed oversight of the road from Guelph to Brisbane, through Hillsburgh to Reading (corner of the 14th 
line of East Garafraxa and the Fergus-Orangeville road.) This gravel road was a great improvement over the old corduroy ones. (In the 
spring, these old log roads will still heave with frost, to give some idea how rough they must have been.) Farmers were now able to 
haul produce to Guelph as well as Oakville, but as crops increased, this became more burdensome and arrangements were begun to 
have the railway come through the Township. It was first thought to bring it north from Georgetown, but finally the line, called "The 
Credit Valley Railway", was completed from the Cataract Junction to Elora in November 1879. The first timetable book used at the 
Hillsburgh Station is dated January 20, 1880 and the agent's name is W.A. Munroe. Originally, four trains a day passed through 
Hillsburgh. Since the train stayed at Elora over night, the first train went East at 8:57 a.m., West at 10:50 a.m., East again at 5:55 p.m. 
and finally West at 7:03 p.m.

The commencement of regular train service, in the first weeks of 1880, on the Credit Valley Railway changed the economic outlook 
for Hillsburgh. The branch line from Cataract Junction to Elora passed through Hillsburgh, changing the village from a minor service 
outpost to the major shipping point for sections of Erin and East and West Garafraxa Townships. Incoming travellers found the 
Hillsburgh hotels convenient. A steady stream of itinerant salesmen used Hillsburgh as a base, while making their calls on country 
storekeepers and farms. Cattle buyers and produce merchants added to the registers of overnight guests. At the same time, increasingly
strict standards for hotels in Ontario forced many of the older ones to close. Overall, the increasing business of the village pushed the 
population up again, eventually to the 600 mark.

In 1844 Kings College, University of Toronto became the first medical school in Upper Canada. Prior to that time a man might 
become a doctor by apprenticing for a few years with one already in the profession. If the apprenticeship proved successful, he might 
obtain his surgeon’s qualifications by attending a medical school affiliated with a hospital in Montreal or New York City. Three major 
discoveries in the 19th century came to the aid of the practitioner and his patients. In 1818 the French physician Renée Laennec began 
to use the stethoscope. Ofeven greater assistance were the discovery of anaesthesia in 1846 and the revelation of the importance of 
sterilization by Pasteur and Lister in the 1860s. The two procedures were commonly used in the operating rooms of the 1870s. E.1.. 
Burnham is the first doctor listed as serving Hillsburgh in 1867. He would have benefited from the new gravel road replacing the plank
one through from Brisbane to Hillsburgh and north to Reading, which was finished in 1868 to 1870. By 1871 he was joined by Dr. 
Thomas john York and Dr. John Standish. Standish also served Georgetown the next year and finally took up residence there. Two 
ofhis relations owned property west of Ospringe and it is possible that Miss Belle Standish, who was the first teacher at S.S. #3 
Binkham, was a sister or cousin. Dr. York served the community from approximately 1871 to 1884 and was coroner for Wellington 
County during his last year. Many clever young men entering medicine in the last century taught school, probably to earn money for 
university tuition. 

Archibald MacKinnon instructed at S.S. #5 Coningsby and also at S.S. #9. the Awrey School. He and the Credit Valley Railway 
arrived in Hillsburgh about the same time, 1879, although train service commenced officially January 2O, 1880. Doctor J.H. 
Hamilton`s advertisement appears in an 1886 issue of The Beaver. His residence and office were located on the Corner of Main Street 
and Station Road. By 1898 he had established his practice in Erin. The town's population in the 1880s was augmented by businessmen,
travellers and visiting relatives using the rail service. With the constant plague of serious diseases, some particularly dangerous to 
children - diphtheria, scarlet fever, smallpox and dysentery, to name a few - there would be enough cases to keep three doctors busy. 
Dr. Alfred Skippen taught at S.S. #5, as had MacKinnon later in 1887. He instructed another term at S.S. #11. During his tenure at #5 
he raised poultry in addition to his teaching duties. Dr. Skippen ran an ad in The Beaver, May 3, 1887 stating javas and Medicus were 
his breeds and that he sold eggs to hatch. 
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A most enterprising young man! The townsmen must have been shocked when their hard-working Dr. MacKinnon died suddenly on 
September 27, 1894. Confidant, news-bearer and friend of so many for 15 years, he had died at the age of 45 years. He left his wife 
Elizabeth (née Worts), age 35, and a son. George followed his father professionally and returned to Hillsburgh to make a brief stay in 
the early 1900s.

In the days when the family doctor called on his patients in horse and cutter or buggy, in all kinds of weather, at all times of the year, 
they often put in 24-hour days. First record of a doctor in Hillsburgh was Dr. Burnham. In 1886, Dr. J.H. Hamilton had a residence at 
the corner of Station Road and Main Street. Later he moved to Erin Village. Dr. Archie McKinnon was coroner for Wellington and 
Dufferin Counties in 1890. He died while in Hillsburgh, and was buried in Huxley's Cemetery. Dr. A. Skippen married Miss. Dyer, and
they moved to the U.S.A. He was followed by Dr. George McKinnon, a son of Dr. Archie McKinnon. Dr. Allan Gibson came in 1895, 
with his bride, the former Harriet Irvine. They lived in the house that became the McPherson Nursing Home. Veterinarians - Dr. T. 
Babe had a Veterinary office in Gales Hotel (The Exchange) in 1890. Others were: Dr. Thornton, Dr. Charles Davis, Dr. Ashley of 
Brisbane also served the area. 

Dr. Gibson`s association with Hillsburgh began in 1870. That year his grandfather and father (both named James) joined the 
congregation of St. Andrew`s Presbyterian Church. The two men were members of a group of four elders from Price`s Corners (East 
Garafraxa). Their congregation brought 22 families to the list of the newly-constructed church. Gibson attended a country school 
located on the Cook property, 5th Sideroad, through which ran the Credit Valley Railway. He followed a route similar to that of two of 
his predecessors, MacKinnon and Skippen, and presided over a classroom in S.S. #14, in Drumhill, in a town and building that no 
longer exist, on the Erin-Eramosa townline, Lots #25 and #26. He began a four-year medical course at the University of Toronto, 
Faculty of Medicine in 1891 and graduated with honours as physician, surgeon and accoucheur (assistant at births) in 1895. The same 
year he returned to Hillsburgh with his wife Harriet Irvine to serve community and church. He was a village Trustee with john 
Carmichael and George Malrby in 1900. The "Annual Report of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Hillsburgh, for the year 1910" 
shows “Doc" Gibson as Elder, Sunday School Superintendent and Auditor (along with Samuel Huxley). 

He was a clerk of the session at St. Andrew`s in 1920. As accoucheur he was present at the births of many Hillsburgh residents: Mrs. 
Olive Major (nee Awrey) and Mrs. Garnet Lacey (nee Newman) to name just two. He had assisted 1,600 or more infants into the world
before he left for Guelph. In October of 1907 his new drugstore was ready and Dr. Gibson’s office and pharmacy were transferred 
from his home. The minor surgery was handled in the new location but, as previously, major surgery was sent to a hospital in Guelph 
or Toronto. The office, located at the back of the building, had access through a central door to the front section where he mixed 
prescriptions for patients. Bessie McMurchy, Nellie Russell (a niece) and Ivy and Myrtle Awrey all assisted at the counter. Besides 
postcards and patent medicines, a farmer could buy fortifiers for chickens and horses. Gibson participated enthusiastically in town 
activities. He might be found conversing with downtown businessmen, at Awrey`s lawn·bowling, playing tennis with a party in his 
own yard or trout fishing (on the way home from a patient) in a local stream. The big house was abuzz with visitors, nieces and 
nephews for weekends and vacations, and his wife, Harriet, would frequently invite visiting bankers to dinner. He was a member of 
Hillsburgh’s Literary Society. 

On January 3, 1911 Dr. Gibson was one of three judges to award the positive side victory in a debate: "Resolved that drunkenness 
causes more misery than war." Sabres must have been rattling long before the First World War for the Society`s topic the following 
week read: "Resolved that military training at school is more advantageous than war." The Gibson household would have been at the 
top of the list for a telephone when they were first issued in 1911. He also owned a buggy, a cutter and two horses. What an awesome 
sight he must have been to the children, snuggled down into his raccoon coat to avoid the winter winds and heavy snow typical of 
Hiilsburgh. Old Bill, his favourite horse, was a bit skittish. One spring, south of the town track, Old Bill balked and dumped the good 
doctor into a sizable puddle. The beast trotted home, leaving his driver to make his way on foot, dripping and squishing at every step. 
Doc. Gibson would have been one of the first in line for a car. His first choice was a runabout and before he left for Guelph he had a 
larger, passenger-style vehicle.

Nazareth Hill and Aaron Wheeler were first to subdivide their farm properties. George Henshaw, the Nodwells and William How 
followed suit after the town's survey by Francis Kerr in 1855. The stores and services which sprouted up over many years were those 
required by the thriving surrounding farming community. The mills started first: grist, saw, then wool. These were followed by a 
tannery. Shoemakers and harness shops grew out of the tanning industry. A trading post begun by William How became a general 
store. Quickly other stores appeared, owned by Worts, Boustead and Neil McGill. Tailor-made clothing and the individual creations 
ofthe milliners were replaced by ready-made items at Lacey`s and other general stores in the early 1900s. Butcher shops, a creamery, 
an egg-grading station and bakeries which sprang up in the late 1880s and early 1900s disappeared as the general stores became more 
diversified. John Byrne and John Green, who built wagons in the 1850s, soon had other competitors in Archibald Currie and Duncan 
Campbell. But wagons were replaced by cars in the 20th century. 
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John Viner established a furniture and undertaking business in the 1880's. Prior to this a Mr. Rihnhart was the undertaker. John Byrne 
had a carriage and wagon shop and a blacksmith shop, and built up a good trade. It was carried on by his two sons, Bill and Jack. It 
was Jack who painted the fancy scrolls on the cutters, buggies, etc. Archie Currie built a red brick factory in 1884, where he built 
buggies, cutters, wagons and wheel barrows. In conjunction with it, he operated a blacksmith shop to do the iron work. But when that 
kind of business got into the larger plants about the turn of the Century, the smaller shops found it unprofitable to carry on. This 
building became the Royal Bank. Wm. Gaud operated a tannery just below 22 sideroad, where a house and pond are now located. He 
tanned the hides of livestock, wild animals and dogs. Shoes, leather mitts and harness were made, and he employed up to twelve men. 
Near How's store, Liza Harding did weaving and made carpets in the early days. Jimmie Farquerson had a tailor shop nearby. Jim 
Torrie came later. He moved to Orangeville where he and William McMillan went into partnership. Others who followed in this 
business in Erin, were George Watson, Jim Carmichael, Andy Wallace, and A.S. McGowan. 

The location of the first town hall where early Nomination Meetings were held has not been established; but the second one was 
erected in 1887, as a joint effort by the Oddfellows and The Workmen Societies. It was a two-storey brick building located on Main 
Street, with the second storey being used for lodge rooms. The date and name stone is a work of art, showing two maple leaves and a 
beaver. 

Wm. How built a small log building on Main Street at south end of town, and used it as a general store. As more settlers arrived, 
business increased, and he built a much larger store slightly to the north. He set up a trading post where settlers could trade their butter 
and eggs for flour, sugar, tea, etc., which his sons brought from Oakville. This store was destroyed by an explosion while Edward How
was the owner. Gunpowder was kept in open kegs, with just a paper cover; and while men were sitting around the stove, smoking and 
chatting, someone lit his pipe, carelessly tossed the lighted match, and it started to burn the paper cover. 

Mr. How grabbed the keg and started for the door, but it was too late. The explosion that followed, blinded Mr. How in one eye, and 
completely destroyed the store. The counters ran the full length of the store on either side, holding the weight of the fallen roof off the 
men, saving their lives. This store was replaced by a smaller building, and operated by Wm. and Margaret How, who sold to Harry 
Hall. Then their daughter, Marjorie and her husband, Henry Beatty, took over. The settlement was known for a short time as Howville; 
but in 1823, a family named Hill arrived on lot 25, and Nazareth Hill built the first hotel, where Ed Dymek's store later stood. From the
Centennial History book, we quote, "He must have had varied interests, as it is noted that he began the first Sunday School. He made 
the Nazareth Hill survey of the village, and imposed his name upon the settlement. Thus Hillsburgh, (without the "h" on the end) was 
named for the Hill family, and not for the surrounding hills, as many suppose. Ann Street was named after Mr. Hill's daughter." The 
Police Village of Hillsburgh was incorporated in 1899. The spelling of the name was changed about that time - The letter "h" was 
added. 

William How leased the east half of Lot #23, 7th Concession for 22 years (1821-1843) before he formally applied and received the 
deed from the Crown. His brother Henry received his grant (east half, Lot #22, 7th Concession) in 1840. William took up his land at 47
years of age. As his four sons matured they helped to clear the land and possibly hired themselves out to assist other farmers as well. 
William’s plot had marsh and a running stream. It was difficult to clear and not as dry as would be required for good grain crops. 
Along with a road-breaking contract for the 7th Line north of Hillsburgh, the family had to develop some other form of livelihood, At 
first their home was used as a trading centre. By the early 1830s their first log store was built. As one story goes: Mr. William Everdell,
Magistrate and Deeds Registrar, was waiting at How’s store to meet W.1.. Mackenzie, reformer, who owned property in Garafraxa. 
George How and Henry Heath were deeply engaged in conversation with William Everdell when someone very absentmindedly 
emptied live pipe ashes into the gunpowder barrel. All three men received varying degrees of burns and injuries from the resulting 
explosion. The settlers could trade their grain, pork, maple sugar and furs for flour, guns, powder, leather, flannel, logging chains, axes,
tobacco and whiskey. The How’s were properly licensed to sell liquor, too. Excess produce from the area was teamed to Oakville 
where the Hows collected their supplies. The second store was much larger than either the first or third, which still exists today. Dr. 
Daniel Strachan, son of an early Presbyterian preacher, remembered that the stagecoach came in at any time of day. He said "old How"
handed out the mail personally as he called the names and the men seldom missed a night waiting for the mailbag to arrive. Items sold 
in the late 1800s at the second store were sugar by the hogshead, beans 90¢/bu., peas $1.00/bu., butter 10¢/lb., eggs 5¢·16¢/doz., salt 
pork 8¢·10¢/lb., maple sugar 10¢/lb., tallow 3¢/lb., oatmeal 4¢/lb., men’s high boots $3/pr., shotgun $10, gunpowder $1/lb., candle 
wicks 10¢/roll, small mirror $3, yarn, calico and gingham, deer meat, coal oil lamps, and whiskey 30¢/qt., $1/gal. Mr. J.C. Barnes, 
helping to dig a well in the basement of the present (third) store, found an old beam. 

When William Donaldson retired from the firm Donaldson St Carmichael, General Merchants, he had served the community as 
Postmaster, store owner and partner for 32 years from 1878 to 1910. He had no children. It seems he had relations in Garafraxa, a 
niece, Sarahjane, who died at age 16 of diphtheria and a brother, james, who died at the early age of 4l in 1890. His partner, John 
Carmichael, arrived in the 1860s with his parents. The two sealed their partnership as young men. 
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The firm grew large enough to hire three milliners who worked upstairs. Donald McCleland was the first listed tailor in town (1857-
58). Malcolm Carmichael, the father of James and John, is listed by 1867. James apprenticed with his father and by 1885 was in 
business on his own. Perhaps he assumed his father’s shop which had been running about 20 years. He advertised in The Beaver for 
suits fashioned from "farmer’s cloth". In 1914 he was quite a patriot. The Beaver ad read: "The Kaiser can‘t buy a suit here." At his 
peak, he hired seven workers. He held a meeting to organize the town kids baseball club at his shop. Before the farm of Donaldson and
Carmichael was sold for the town park, most of the kids had already played ball there. He served Hillsburgh for about 30 years then 
sold to Andy Wallace. At Donaldson`s retirement, John Jr. joined Carmichael in the running of the general store. They later sold to 
Charles Hall. By 1875 George Lacey was printing in Hillsburgh. His brother ran the Chesterville paper. He started to publish The 
Beaver, Hillsburgh‘s local paper by 1881, and continued till about 1918. Lacey was one of the most energetic businessmen Hillsburgh 
was to know. Through his own paper he advertised as an agent for the Great North West Telegraph Company, conveyancer, issuer of 
marriage licenses, agent for the Western Canada Loan Association, realtor, moneylender and licensed auctioneer. His wife Sarah died 
in childbirth in the late 1880s and their son, Holly, was raised by the Worts family. Holly started the first Lacey store in 1906. He 
relocated at the corner of Main and George Streets in a building constructed by his father. His brother, George, joined as a partner. 
When Holly’s sons, George and Garnet, matured, they assisted and then in 1929 they took over, calling the store "Lacey Brothers". In 
1956 they sold to Dymek‘s, 50 years after Holly`s first venture.

John Byrne and his brother Benjamin arrived by boat from Ireland in New York Harbour, when John was Z1 years old. It was about 
1850 and the lrish were not welcome in the United States so they proceeded north to Canada, working for a while in Georgetown, 
Ontario. john journeyed to Hillsburgh in May of 1853 and had founded his firm there by 1854. In 1855 he married Rachel Watson of 
Reading. They had two sons, William and John. 

The four Byrnes and Benjamin worked hard and from 1889 to 1890 they claimed they doubled their business. If Archibald Currie, also
a wagon maker, was hiring seven men at the time, they must have employed at least a dozen. They did repairing, retrimming, 
repainting, horse-shoeing, as well as building new wagons, cutters and buggies. Their cultivators, which sold for $30, were likely 
turned out by their blacksmiths, Andy Oblander and Mr. Hurd. john Green was their earliest competitor in 1857-58. Currie and Duncan
Campbell set up in the 1880s and continued to make a good living till about 1900. At first the Byrnes lived in the house next to the 
wagon works. When John Sr. retired in 1887, the boys, both bachelors, took over Uno Park, the family home, john Sr. Built a beautiful 
terraced retirement home called Review Villa on the corner of Church Street at the 7th Line. It had a small house at the back of the 
property for the hired man who also acted as their driver. By then the carriage works was two storeys high (now reduced to one) and 
there was a showroom directly across the main street. Mr. H. Wheeler remembered the old gentleman with driver and beautiful horses. 
Byrne always dressed formally when in town, sporting a dark suit with distinguished hat, watch and chain and carried a cane or 
umbrella, depending on the weather. The family had its share of tragedies. In 1898 Benjamin was found dead of malnutrition at age 72.
William died a few years later of pneumonia at age 55. Then john Sr. succumbed to the condition as well, on April 26, 1911. His wife, 
Rachel, died of heart failure, aged 76. This left jack, noted as their painter of fancy scrolls and designs. 

A farming community needed the services and products of a tannery. W.H. Gaud located south of Hillsburgh in 1862. He needed 
access to water and to forests to obtain vegetable tannins of the oak, chestnut, hemlock, sumac and mimosa. His operations produced 
rather unpleasant odours so the further from the other homes and businesses he was, the better, within reason of course. Salts were 
used for curing the hides, lime solutions aided hair removal, vegetable tannins in solution provided a soaking liquid for the longest 
process and clav, mineral salts, corn sugar, mineral oils and codfish oil provided a compound tor the final stages of bleaching and 
stuffing the leather. Gaud`s 26 acres was four lots south on the east side of the intersection of the 22nd Sideroad and the 7rh Line. G. 
Lang was just north and W. Wheeler directly across from him. In 1883-84 there were four or five curriers employed, and in the later 
years he hired as many as a dozen men. He made and sold shoes, leather mitts and harness. Gaud was still listed in the business 
directory in 1895. He served the community for at least 35 years.

The town’s earliest shoemaker was William Barker (1857-58). By 1867 Henry Armand and John Edmonds had also set up shop. At 
this time it is likely that William Fitzgerald was apprenticing at the "Hillsburgh Tannery". By 1870 he decided to quit and set up his 
own business locally. The Fitz Shop opened in 1871. Fitzgerald had a very personal reason for becoming a shoemaker. He had club 
feet and needed special shoes. He also repaired clocks and was something of a collector. His business card appeared in a local paper a 
few years ago and it listed a partner, Samuel Hardaker. This young man may have been his apprentice for several years, but tragically 
about 1878, at the age of 27, he died a victim of cholera. About the same time as Fitzgerald started out on his own Pete Warden, a 
saddler, appeared in town. It is likely that both men relied upon the tannery to produce their leather. Fitzgerald’s period of individual 
service reached into two centuries, 1871-1906 (or later), a period of at least 35 years.
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About 1905 the citizens realized the need of a banking institution and overtures were made to several chartered banks, with a view to 
establishing a branch, but the project was not looked on with favour. Eventually, the Union Bank reluctantly agreed to open a branch, 
which was open two days in the week, but the bank's business expanding beyond their greatest anticipations it was compelled to keep 
open all legal banking days. But as business increased their quarters were too small to accommodate their patrons. Accordingly 
arrangements were made for a more-up-to-date and commodious building and a few weeks ago they moved into a fine up-to-date bank
building, all their own, costing about $12,000. The bank is at present manned by a courteous and efficient staff, under the able 
management of Mr. Wm. Beatty. Hillsburgh has advantages possessed by very few villages. Being on the county road all road 
improvements are borne by the county. and being a police village, the trustees are often confronted with the problem of what to do 
with all the money at their disposal. We may have occasion to speak of Hillsburgh and some of its inhabitants later. We drop it for the 
present to take up another thread of our story. The first settler on the 9th line was Henry Trout, the third settler came in the fall of 1821,
drew lot 23, 9th concession. Having a large family and not being favourably impressed with such a wild country, sold out to his son-in-
law, Samuel McKee, and with his family moved to Owen Sound. We may here digress a little and tell a fish story. All the streams and 
rivers at that time were filled with speckled beauties and were not preserved then as now. Trout from one to five pounds were a 
common catch. Mr. McKee, and his veracity never was questioned, not wishing to be outdone with fish yarns, which were quite 
common in those days, boasted that he caught a trout that weighed one hundred and fifty pounds when dressed. Was not that a 
whopper? The story or the trout, which?

The area‘s first banker came from Scotland. Alexander McKinnon, with his foresight and generosity, became known as "Banker 
McKinnon" in the 1830s. George Lacey also advertised money to lend (1879-80). John Hurd was listed as a town banker in 1885-
1886. Alexander Richardson of Grand Valley set up his private banking business and was open one day at Erin and one at Hillsburgh, 
He sold his building ro the Union Bank in 1905, who later sold to the Post Office. Later the Post Office built its own establishment, 
now located on Mill Street. Walter Duthie was born in England in 1878. His father was Reverend W.N. Duthie, Rector of St. james, 
Hespeler. He came to St. john’s Church, Hillsburgh to baptize his grandson John Allan, in August 1907. Walter Jr. who had a wife and 
two children, was the Union Bank‘s first manager. He would have moved from the old location to the new the Grand Central Hotel, 
now the Royal Bank of Canada. He belonged to a male vocal trio that entertained at local functions.

At least two wagon and carriage makers were settled in Hillsburgh by the 1850s. To supply that industry and that of cabinetmaking, a 
turning mill was established in Erin Village. John Viner, cabinetmaker, likely had dealings with that firm. At 44 years of age, he was 
one of the founding members of the Hillsburgh Baptist Church which was meeting in the Union Church in 1853. A relative, James, 
was a gunsmith in town from 1880 to 1890. In 1880 john was listed as an undertaker in the local business directory. It was very 
unlikely he would have begun this profession at 70 years of age, his age at the time. He must have been fashioning coffins for the area 
folk, long before it was officially recorded. It would be interesting to discover if antiques treasured by the Mcl(innons, Majors, Curries
and Barbours, to name a few, were created by his skilled hands. He served the community at least 30 years.

"The Bee" newspaper was first published September 27, 1881, by George Lacey, a loan agent, land agent conveyancer, auctioneer, and
issuer of marriage licenses, apparently a very versatile chap. "The Hillsburgh Wasp" was first issued October 8, 1881, when the 
spelling of the village's name was still without the "h". The editor was D.E. MacMillan. By 1887, George Lacey called his weekly 
paper, "The Beaver", and one advertisement was the Monthly Cattle Fair, a sale not a show.

One of the earliest schoolhouses in the Hillsburgh area was built near the Coningsby farm of john Burt, teacher and surveyor. He had 
cleared and worked his land for about seven years and was probably ready to spend some time in pupil instruction. John Rott (Root) 
gave part of Lot #17. 7th Concession for the school in 1830. The Disciple Church held their first meetings there in 1836, His early 
death, for which cholera was the suspected cause, at 45 years of age in l834 deeply affected many families whose children he had 
taught. Meanwhile, in 1833 the Awrey School (#9) had started and Edward Stephens was one of its early teachers. Although the 
Common School Law had been passed in 1816, education under this law was first organized in Wellington County only in 1842. 
Records show a school in Hillsburgh (S.S. #6) in 1844 on the property of George Henshaw. William Barden made the brick on his 
farm for the second school built in 1864. It was south and east ofthe first school. Of very solid construction, its foundation was of 
stone set on flagstones four feet wide. The Education Grant for the whole township, By-Law #163, was $700 for the year 1869. The 
town population grew rapidly and the junior pupils had to meet in the Town Hall, believed located on the Presbyterian manse property. 
A larger frontal addition was made in 1878. They did remarkable things with precious little money in those days.

First settler in the township was Nathaniel Roszel, in 1820. The following year, 1821, Wm. How and his family and his brother, came 
from Kent, England, to Little York, (Toronto), where they picked up the tickets for their lots, 22 and 23 on the 7th concession. Arriving
at the Roszel home on lot 1, (later Ballinafad), they spent the night. Next morning they set out for their future home, accompanied by 
Mr. Roszel. It was necessary to cut a trail ahead of the team and wagon, through the bush for the next ten miles or so, arriving late in 
the evening, because they had to skirt the swamps, and by-pass steep hills. 
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They propped branches against a fallen tree root to make a shelter for the night. The next three days were occupied in building a 
shanty. Seeing the How family settled in their new home, Mr. Roszel returned to his home. Snow came early that fall, on November 
9th, so their yoke of oxen and one cow had to browse near the shanty all winter. In an article written by Mr. How some years later, he 
said he came by way of New York, where he left his wife and two children, then returned for them. She carried one of the children, he 
carried the other, from Dundas Street, through the mud. At that time the closest stores and Post Office werein Toronto. First Post Office
to come closer was kept by Alexander Proudfoot on Dundas Street, (near Oakville). The next Post Office to serve the area was about 
the middle of Esquesing Township, kept by Mr. Fyfe. Mr. How said, "We then formed a club, and each member took his turn on foot to
go to the Post Office, as we had no horses in those days." Later, mail was brought from Georgetown by Mr. Wm. Willis, who drove a 
span of mules, to the Post Office in How's store. A few years later the mail came to Alton, and Mr. James Hanna brought it by way of 
Reading on the Orangeville Road at the 14th line corner, (Gara.). When development began to move to the Upper end of town the Post
Office was moved to Donaldson's and Carmichael's store, later McLaren's, and Mr. Donaldson was the Postmaster.

Records show there was a small rough cast house on Main Street in the southern part of town, later the home of Lorne Wheeler, that 
was used as a school as far back as 1844. In 1864, a new red brick school was built on a stone foundation of flagstones four feet 
across. The brick was made on Wm. Barden's farm, and built by Campbell brothers. This school was located south-east of the first one.
Soon the Town Hall was used for the Junior grades. An addition to the red brick school was completed in 1878.

Hillsburgh has long been noted for its great number of churches. First religious services were held in a 12-foot square room for a few 
years in the early 1830's, regardless of their previous denominations. Union Church - was built beside a small graveyard about the 
middle of the village, to accommodate the Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and Anglicans. There was Sunday School; and Bible 
Class was held for adults on Thursday evenings. The Methodist Church - was a large frame building on Church Street. It later became 
the large double residence of Mr. and Mrs. A. McConnell and Mrs. John McFee.

Services were first conducted in the area in 1840, by Rev. John McMurchy who was visiting relatives. Through his influence, a 
student, John Goodwill, was sent in 1860. In 1865, Donald Strachan came as a student, and in 1868, he became their first ordained 
minister. He brought his family, and in 1871, his wife, the former Margaret Ravee, died and is buried in the churchyard beside the Old 
Union Church, in which services were being held. In 1869, the new church was erected on a lot purchased from the estate of Robert 
Maw, and was named St. Andrew's. In 1871, the congregation of Price's Corners in East Garafraxa was added, to make a two-point 
charge, an arrangement that has continued through the years. The manse was built in 1882.

In Hillsburgh. The congregation was formed in October 1853, as Regular Baptists. First church was erected in 1862, on a lot purchased
from George Henshaw. The present church was erected on the same site. A tuning fork was used for leading the singing until 1888, 
when the first organ was purchased.

First cemetery was the little churchyard surrounding the Union Church in the middle of town, where many of the early settlers of the 
Township were buried, dating back to 1831. This cemetery has not been used since 1900. There was also a small cemetery on the lot 
where the Old Methodist Church stood on Church Street. Thomas Huxley obtained the Crown Deed for lot 29, con. 7, Erin Twp., about
1856. Later he purchased lot 28. In 1884, his seventeen-year-old son, was stricken with a fatal disease said to have been TB. He had 
expressed a wish to be buried on a small hill on the farm. The land was seeded to peas at the time. To grant his son's wish, Thomas 
Huxley used the scythe to pull a small area of peas, and dug the grave for his son. Many neighbours, realizing the beauty of the site, 
expressed their wish to use it as a cemetery. So popular has it become, that no burials have taken place in the Old Cemetery in the 
centre of Hillsburgh since 1900. 

8-03 Orton Station (Flag): (mile 13.0) 

Small town, only a flag stop. First called "Little Chicago", the name of "Orton" was given in honour of Dr. George T. Orton of Fergus, 
who so faithfully looked after his rural patients in those difficult horse-and-buggy, or horse-and-cutter days. Orton was located on the 
Townline between Erin Twp., and East Garafraxa Twp., with this Townline forming the Main Street of the village. This Townline also 
formed the boundary between Wellington County and Dufferin County. The location was just east of the 2nd line of Erin Twp., and 
east of the 10th line of Garafraxa. The site was owned by John Leeson on the Erin side, and by John Glover on the Garafraxa side. 
Both sold lots to early settlers. John Glover lived in a little log house that later became the small harness shop operated by John 
Watson. Henry Little was the first settler, and built several log houses in the early days. Mooney's Store - The first store was built by 
Wm. Mooney on north side of Main Street at corner of Church Street and was only 10 x 12 feet in size. The business thrived, and a 
larger store was erected with living quarters above. Benjamin Roszell was the first white child born in Erin Twp., (in Nov. 1821). He 
married Elizabeth Reilly of Erin Twp., in 1848. One of their daughters, Mary Elizabeth, married Wm. Mooney, a merchant at Orton. 
Mooney's General Store was at the centre of Orton's early life. Wm. Mooney was an enterprizing young man. 
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He bought and shipped carloads of live stock, and in the fall of the year he shipped carloads of potatoes and turnips, fowl was also 
handled. He ran a grain elevator which had been built by an Orangeville Syndicate. 

With Mooney, Orton prospered. In an essay written by Mrs. Wm. Ballentyne in 1966, she said, "butter and eggs were exchanged at the 
store for groceries. Vinegar and molasses were sold by the barrel. Soda Biscuits, cookies, raisins, currants, sugar, oatmeal and spices 
were sold in bulk. Many a neighbourly chat was enjoyed while sitting around the pot-bellied stove, which sat in the centre of the store. 
For convenience of the customers, chairs were provided for them while they waited for their chop or groceries. The store carried 
everything from curry combs to men's celluloid collars and patent medicines. The second store was built on the Erin Side of Main 
Street, by a Mr. Cooper. It was run by the McKee Brothers, one of whom married the first school teacher, Miss Isobel McKechnie. 
McKee's Store was later owned by H. Stuckey, Sydney Purvis, Bill Shaw, Elwood Galbraith. It also was a General Store, with its 
business increasing even through the 1930's. Bill Shaw had his own private shed, where horses might be tied, while one half of this 
building was needed for storage of hardware, woven wire fence, as well as mixed feeds, concentrates, bran, shorts, middlings, and salt.
Bill Shaw also unloaded grain by the carload, directly onto the farmers' sleighs or wagons. Unwrapped Bread arrived daily by train, in 
large wooden slatted boxes, from Trought's Bake Shop in Inglewood. Later bread was delivered by a Hillsburgh Bakery. Much later, 
the wrapping of bread became mandatory through efforts and resolutions of the Women's Institutes who have always pressed for better
food standards and cleanliness. 

Blacksmith Shop - Elizabeth Street led back to several private homes. On the other side of this corner, Lorenzo Warden built a 
harness shop. In later years the business was changed to a blacksmith shop, and Mr. Warden was joined by his son, Osbourne Warden. 
Bill Lane's Chopping Mill was next door. 

Hotel - East of the Railway Tracks, on the Erin side of Main Street. The hotel was built by John Near, and operated by Thomas 
Hodgins for s short time, and by John Bennett at turn of the Century. Before the Credit Valley Railway came through, Commercial 
Travellers arrived in Orton from Hillsburgh, by livery, bringing stacks of trunks full of wares or yardgoods, for display at the hotel. 
The storekeepers came to see what was available, and gave their orders about six weeks in advance of the expected date of delivery. 
With the advent of the railway, Commercial Travellers continued to use the hotel for display purposes, until the automobile came into 
common use about the close of the First World War. The hotel became a private residence. 

St. John's Methodist Church - Erected on Church Street, St. John's is a stone building, with a manse across the street. First minister 
was Rev. E. Whitworth, whose charge included Little Heaven on lot 10, 10th line, and Victoria, on lot 15, just east of 10th line, both 
Methodist churches in East Garafraxa. 

Orton School, U.S.S. # 2 - Orton had no school until 1892, but through arbitration beginning about 1888, the new school section was 
carved out of four former sections, two in E. Gara., and two in Erin. It became known as Union School Section # 2, Erin, because it 
was built on the Erin side of the Townline, on E 1/2 lot 32, con. 3, just east of Orton. The red brick building was erected in summer of 
1891, and was ready for classes in January 1892. The first Board of Trustees were John Near, Warren Jestin, and Thomas Ballentyne. 
Three of the first pupils were John D. Mooney, Wm. Ballentyne, and Norman Dearing. 

Community Hall - At the eastern edge of the Village, the Community Hall was built in 1890. 

Sawmill and Shingle Mill was beside the swamp, behind Hurd's house, owned by Nathaniel Leatham. He was in business in 1897, 
and may have been taken over from John Hurren. 

8-04 Belwood Station:  (mile 17.6)

Small town, only a passenger stop. Station and freight shed only. Postmaster (1871) Noah Herring. 
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8-05 Spires Station (Flag): (mile 20.6)

Small town, only a flag stop.
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8-06 Fergus Station: (mile 25.0)

An incorporated village in Wellington County, on the River Grand, and on the Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway and the Credit 
Valley Railway, 16 miles N. of Guelph. It possesses good water power, and in 1873 contained flour, oatmeal and planing mills, 2 
distilleries, woollen factory, cabinet factory, fanning mill, stave factory and sewing machine factory, tanneries, breweries, and an iron 
foundry. Also, 2 branch banks, several insurance agencies, a number of stores,hotels and churches 2 telegraph agencies, and a printing 
office issuing a weekly newspaper. Pop. 1,668 (1873) and 2,800 (1879). Increase thanks to coming of the Credit Valley Railway.

Excerpt from the “1879 Wellington Gazetteer”: An incorporated Village and Station of the W., G. and B. railway, in the Township of 
Nichol. The Grand River supplies hydraulic power for several mills and manufacturing establishments here, and the village is largely 
indebted to it for being what it is an important centre of trade and commerce, with a population of about 2000 inhabitants. It is distant 
from Toronto, 6 miles,. And 13 from Guelph.

Scottish settlers began arriving in Fergus in 1833.  They soon established a vibrant economy, using the waterfalls on the Grand River 
as power for local industry. The Scots built solid stone houses, factories and other buildings which have characterized Fergus to this 
day. Many of the houses and factories built by these early settlers are still in use today -- occasionally occupied by descendents of the 
original owners. Description of the town that looks so Scottish. Originally the land around Fergus and Elora was part of the grant made
by the Crown to the Six Nations. Before 1800, Joseph Brant, on behalf of the Six Nations, sold Block 4, with 28,500 acres, to Colonel 
Thomas Clark of Stamford. The sale was confirmed in 1807. The land became Nichol Township, named after Colonel Robert Nichol, a
distinguished soldier of the War of 1812. 

In 1832, Captain William Gilkison, cousin of the famous novelist and founder of Guelph and Goderich, John Galt, bought half of the 
township and the following year Adam Fergusson and James Webster bought half of the remaining land in the township. In 1831, the 
Highland Society of Scotland, including Adam Fergusson of Woodhill in Perth, was concerned about the lack of information being 
provided to Scots who were emigrating to Canada. They persuaded Fergusson to make a trip to Canada and report back to them. That 
he did, taking volumes of notes in the process. When he returned, the book he published about the trip became a big seller. He became 
so enamored by what he had done, that he decided to emigrate. He partnered with James Webster, a man half his age (Fergusson was 
52, Webster 25) and returned to Canada in 1833. They were looking for the perfect spot and so rejected an area south of Lake 
Michigan because it was not within the Empire and anyway it was too swampy. Otherwise they might have settled on the site of 
Chicago. They eventually arrived at Little Falls, later Elora, and were very impressed. They worked their way upstream until they 
found a spring, and decided this was the place for them. 

They had already decided that the place was going to be named Fergus after Fergusson. But Adam Fergusson never settled in Fergus. 
The first winter, he returned to Britain; it was Webster with two associates, William Buist and "Scott the contractor", who built the first
house in the town. This house was south of St Patrick's Street and west of St David's Street, and forms part of the municipal parking 
lot. In 1850, a disagreement between Webster and Fergusson ended with Webster leaving Fergus and moving to Guelph for good. To 
run his investments in Fergus, Adam Fergusson persuaded his son George to move here and George eventually built the house that is 
now the Breadalbane Inn. Many of Fergus' streets are named after Fergusson's relatives: Johnston Street is named after Fergusson's 
first wife, Jemima Johnston, who had died before he came to Canada the first time; Tower Street after his second wife, Jessie Tower; 
Blair Street also after his first wife, who was heiress to the Blair Estate. James Street was named after James Webster. In 1882, Fergus 
had one newspaper, The News Record, was established in 1858, with J. and R. Craig as editors and publishers. It was published on 
Thursdays was 27x41 and contained four pages. Subscriptions were $1 50 and the paper had a circulation exceeding 1,000.

Places to see in Fergus:
Fergus and Monkland Mills on St Andrew Street (photo Fergus-023.tif)
Built about 1858, these mills have had many names and have recently been converted to condominiums. 
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Houses on St Andrew Street, such as:
1. Matilda Harvey Cottage, 365 St Andrew (photo Fergus-026.tif)

This cottage and its neighbour are worker's cottages built about 1866.
2. John Gow House, 360 St Andrew (photo Fergus-027.tif)

Builder John Gow built this house next door to the house of his brother Alexander about 1883.
3. Richard Moore House, 259 St Andrew (photo Fergus-029.tif)

This house dates from about 1868 and was the home of a shoemaker named Richard Moore.
4. Olde Livery, St David Street (photo Fergus-028.tif)

This former warehouse and livery stable was built by James Argo in 1878.
5. Dr. Groves House and Surgery, St David Street (photo Fergus-025.tif)

This is the house (left) and surgery (right) of the famous Dr. Abraham Groves. Dr. Groves was a pioneer in the use of 
antiseptics and sterilization, stomach surgery, and X-ray treatment for cancer. He was the first surgeon in Canada to perform 
an appendectomy; before that, people with appendicitis died. He opened a hospital, the Royal Alexandra, in Fergus in 1902 
and included a nursing school. He gave the hospital to Fergus in 1935 and it was rebuilt as the Groves Memorial Hospital.

6. Groves Grist Mill and Electric Light Plant, St David Street (photo Fergus-024.tif)
Thomas Watson erected this building about 1850 as a residence. It was also used as a warehouse and salesroom for his 
tannery business. The tannery is still there, right behind the building. Dr. Abraham Groves bought the building in 1883 after 
Watson went bankrupt. Dr. Groves converted the building into a steam-powered grist mill. He also used the mill to produce 
the first electric power for the village.

7. Beatty Bros. Foundry, St David Street (photo Fergus-021.tif)
Now part of the Fergus market, this building was built as a foundry in 1878.

8. Breadalbane Inn, St Andrew Street (photo Fergus-022.tif)
The Breadalbane Inn (pronounced bred-ALL-bane) is named after a place in Scotland (where it is pronounced bree-ADDLE-
bane). This was the house built by George Fergusson when he came to Fergus at his father's request in 1851. He originally 
settled in a small stone cottage on this site but, as his family grew, expanded into this house, which he called Mapleshade.

Societies: Masonic Lodge, No. 347, meets on Thursday after full moons
L. O. L. Lodge, N o. 761, also meets here monthly.
I. O. O., F., Fergus Lodge, No. {3, have a monthly meeting in their hall.
The several Churches, the High and the Public Schools are all very respectable buildings.

Population From the 1879 Wellington Gazetteer:
Argo James and Co., merchants
Argo Adam L, gentleman
Anderson Matthew, carriage maker
Agnew Samuel, merchant
Adie James M, gentleman
Anderson Alexander, bailiff
Beatty Geo. and Matthew, founders
Beams Fredrick, carpenter
Baker Thomas, gardener
Boswell R M, merchant
Banting Charles, constable
Beattie John, Co. Clerk, banker, etc.
Black John, grain dealer 
Bowley Philip, blacksmith 
Booth Alexander G, merchant
Beams Robert, tinsmith
Bate Thomas, .gentleman
Byrne Lawrence V, mail clerk
Black Robert, capt. vol.
Bergin Michael, laborer
Beattie John, carpenter
Black James, gentleman
Burk David S, agent 
Couse Peter and Herbert, inn keepers

Cremer Charles G, agent
Christie George, clerk
Cadenhead A S, crown land. agent
Cumming Thomas H, carriage works 
Craig John and Robert, publishers News Record
Castell William, book-keeper
Cardie William, tanner
Chisholm Thomas, teacher
Catauach James, gentleman
Corbett Thomas, hotel-keeper
Campbell Egleson, constable
Cassie George, butcher 
Campbell William, div. court clerk
Campbell John, excise officer  
Clyne James, tailor
Dass James, tailor
Dass William, tailor
Douglas James, labourer
Donaldson J C, barrister
Draine John L., hardware merchant
Easton Alexander, miller
Ewen Thomas, Agent
Ferguson G T, gentleman
Ferguson Adam, gentleman
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Ferguson RC, gentleman
Fitzpatrick William, saddler
Fordyce Alexander D, ex school inspector
Forbes Alexander, shoemaker 
Forester James, 
Green A J WV, brewer
Grieve Peter, hotel keeper
Grindly James, machinist
Gerrie Alex, saddler 
Godfry Thomas, saddler
Goves A, M. D., physician and surgeon
Gilmour John, furniture
Gartley Edward, temperance house
Gerrie John, feed store
Gerrie William, miller
Gridith John, M. D., physician and surgeon
Gordon T A NV, agent
Hughes Thos, R. R. Station Hotel
Hutchison Alexander, carpenter
Hoehn Marsale, barber
Hamener Caleb, artist
Hinds Samuel, tanner
Hunt John, blacksmith 
Holland A S, brewer
Hamilton Thomas, carpenter 
Hamilton James, carpenter
Hay James, carpenter
Johnston R T and W, tanners
Jamieson John, bricklayer
Ironside John, merchant
Jackson Nelson, labourer 
Johnson W M, M. D., physician,etc
Kerr William, cooper
Kelleher Patrick, bookkeeper
Kerr Robert, shoe store
King Peter, speculator
Little William, waggon-maker
Murray William, shoemaker
Marshall Alexander, feed store
Mustek Robert, saddler
Murison and Casey, butchers
Miles Matthew, butcher
Minnie John, Clerk 
Marshall Samuel, watchmaker, jeweller, etc.
Monroe L C, druggist
Milne Thomas, merchant tailor 
Mitchell Hugh, merchant
Michie Henry, merchant 
Munroe and Muir, barristers
Monet A and J, builders
Moorehead William, boarding house
Monow James C, hotel keeper
Mhrtin Terence, plasterer 
Mullen Rev J B, presbyterian
Mills Thomas, waggon maker
Morton James, artist

Murphy Daniel, grain buyer
McSweeny John, gentleman
McCrorey Henry, saddler
McQueen James, postmaster 
McOutcheon J K, agent
McIntyre Archibald, machinist
McWilliam John, baker
McTaggert. Donald, constable
McMahon Bernard, cooper
McCutcheon John, gentleman
Mclntosh James, carpenter
McKenzie Keneth, dryster
McCullock John and James, mechanic
McIntyre John, grain buyer
McMahon Wm B, miller 
Noble Peter, artist
Nixon F, horse and cattle doctor
Orchardson William, baker
Orton, Green, Morrow and Co, brewers
Orton Geo. T, M. D., M. P., etc
Orton and Griffith, M.D.s, phys,etc
Parsons Ephriam, architect 
Philips Robert, druggist
Pattison William, merchant
Perry Robert, druggist 
Philip James, acct
Phelan James, manufacturer
Perry A and A B, agents
Paterson James F, manager imperial bank
Ramore Dominick, tinsmith
Richie William,.baker
Robinson John, Miller 
Russell James, saddler 
Reid George A, L.D.S, dentist, etc
Richardson Thomas, plow-maker
Ross James, carpenter
Ross William, town clerk, bank clerk, etc
Rennie Wi1liam, gentleman
Sandy Wi1liam, stone mason
Smellie Rev G, presbyterian
Sherwood Thompson, merchant
Stewart Alexander, shoemaker
Steele Robert, merchant 
Snaten James, grain buyer
Snaten Robert, grain buyer
Spiers William, hotel keeper
Sherrett A F, gentleman 
Skene William S, miller
Smith Hiram, foreman 
Smith John, butcher
Smallhorn Ed J, station master G.W'.R
Thompson T W, gentleman
Teevin Ed B, auctioneer
Taylor Alexander, tailor
Thompson John, carpenter
Tindal John and Henry, merchants
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Tweddle and Drainic, hardware
Tillm Francis, livery
Templin John, blacksmith
Thompson John, carpenter
Todd John, tinsmith
Tocher James, pump maker and well-digger
Vincen T Harry, barrister
Vanstone John, watchmaker
Watt James, merchant
Wilson James D, speculator
Watson Thomas, tanner

Wyness Alexander, clerk Â·
Wilson James, miller
Wilson John, blacksmith
Wilkie George, carpenter
Watt John sen, gentleman
Walker James, carpenter
White John, gentleman
Williamson and Readford, merchants
Young Charles, mason

8-07 Elora Station: (mile 27.5)

An incorporated Village in the Township of Nichol, and Station on the W. G. and B. Railway. Elora was incorporated in 1858. It has 
excellent water power furnished by the Grand River and the Irvine Creek. The scenery around this village is very beautiful. It is distant
from Guelph, 13 miles, and 3 from Fergus; Mails daily population 1,000. Station and freight depot, turntable, Dalby House, Grist Mill 
on river. Negotiations began about 1877, to bring the "Credit Valley Railway" from Cataract Junction to Elora, and it was completed in
November 1879. At first the time table was a bit irregular, but four passenger trains passed through each day, two each way. First 
freight was carried in 1881. In 1933, the train service was reduced to two trains per day. Passenger trains were discontinued in 1958. 
The station and grain elevators were burned in fall of 1932, and the small station was built the next year. The shipping of potatoes by 
freight did much for the farmers of Erin Township. This light land produced fine flavoured potatoes, that came from the ground in 
clean condition. The first carload of potatoes was shipped to Toronto in the fall of 1881. It contained 210 bags, all that could be found 
in the neighbourhood, but it was a good introduction to the city market. Farmers began to produce potatoes, and by 1922 there were 
200 carloads shipped. Hillsburgh potatoes developed a world-wide reputation. The Credit Valley Railway was purchased by the CPR 
in 1884 and became one of the best paying lines in the system. The Elora Branch was efficiently managed, the employees were 
courteous and obliging. Eastern end of the line was Orangeville, connected with the Hamilton train at Cataract, it came through Forks 
of the Credit to Erin Village, then to Hillsburgh, Orton, Belwood, Fergus and Elora. There the engine changed directions on a "turn-
table", and returned. Description of the town named after some caves in India. The first settler on the site of Elora was Roswell 
Matthews. He had worked for James Crooks at Crooks' Hollow and had been given the contract to build a saw mill on the Grand 
River. He was promised 100 acres of land for each member of his family. 

When he arrived in the area, he left his wife and the young children at Capt. Smith's house at the junction of the Conestogo and Grand 
Rivers, about 10 km north of the present-day Waterloo. Matthews then went with his older boys to clear the site, build what would be 
the first house in Elora, and start work on the mill. The dam for the mill was never entirely successful because the riverbed was not 
solid enough and the dam washed away in the first flood. Matthews never received his land and eventually left the area and moved on 
to Guelph in 1827. In 1832, attracted by the water power of the waterfalls, Capt. William Gilkison, a cousin of John Galt, bought half 
of the township. He then laid out the town, which he named Elora. The origin of the name has a story. Captain Gilkison had a brother 
John, also a navy captain. John was captain of a ship that sailed between Glasgow in Scotland and Bombay in India. Not far from 
Bombay are the Cave Temples of Elora and presumably John must have visited them because, when he was given command of a new 
vessel, he named it Elora. William Gilkison remembered the unusual name when he named the village in Canada. Captain Gilkison 
was born in Irvine, in Ayrshire, Scotland, in 1777 and he commemorated the town in naming the Irvine Creek, which flows into the 
Grand River at Elora. In 1872, Elora had its first newspaper, The Express, with J.M. Shaw as editor and publisher. The four page 
27x41 paper cam out on Thursdays, subscription rates were $2.00 and the circulation exceeded 500.
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Places to see in Elora:
1. Kirk & Clarke's Dry Goods Store, Metcalfe and Church Streets (photo Elora-034.tif)

John Kirk and his stepson Charles Clarke opened a dry goods store in Elora in 1848. By 1861, they had done well enough to 
build this brick store on Metcalfe Street. In addition to dry goods, the store sold patent medicines and groceries.

2. American House Hotel, Metcalfe Street (photo Elora-027.tif)
Just across Metcalfe Street, this hotel was opened by Ephraim Land, who also operated a shoe-repair business on the same 
premises. Land was born about 1816 in England and is not related to the famous Land family. His daughter Harriet married 
Robert Dalby of the Dalby House Hotel in 1861.

3. Clarke House, Church and Geddes Streets (photo Elora-029.tif)
After opening a dry goods business, Charles Clarke became an important figure in the community. As a local politician, he 
served as Reeve and member of the Provincial Legislature (1871-91), where he helped to bring in some things that we take 
for granted today: representation by population, universal male suffrage, and the secret ballot. In business, besides owning the
dry goods store, he also helped found the town's first newspaper, the Elora Backwoodsman. During the Fenian invasion of 
1866, he commanded the 1st Elora Volunteer Rifles, raised to counter the threat. This modest, two-storey, brick house was his
home.

4. Gordon Block and Dalby House Hotel, Metcalfe and Geddes Streets (photo Elora-030.tif)
In the mid-1800s, there was a dispute over which side of the river was to be developed. This flat-iron building at the junction 
of Metcalfe and Geddes Streets was raised in 1865 by Andrew Gordon, harness maker and leading proponent of those 
favouring the north side. Robert Dalby, son-in-law of Ephraim Land of the American House Hotel, opened a hotel in the 
larger, southern end of the block in the same year and operated it for more than twenty-five years. 

5. Allan's Log House, Church Street (photo Elora-026.tif)
The oldest house on the north side of the river, this log house was built in 1843 by Charles Allan, who immigrated here from 
Perthshire in Scotland in about 1840. He was the main force behind a company called Allan, Ross and Co, which bought a 
large section of the Gilkison land near the falls and in the northern part of the town. This company built a new dam to replace 
Matthews' dam, and also built flour, carding, and woollen mills. Like Clarke, Allan represented the area in the Provincial 
Legislature.

6. Drill Shed, Metcalfe Street (photo Elora-031.tif)
J.M. Fraser was Reeve in 1865 when the dispute arose over where the Drill Shed was to be built. The building was to be the 
home of the Elora Volunteer Rifle Company. Over the intentions of the northern side forces under Andrew Gordon, the Elora 
Bantam had it built on the south side. To rub salt into the wounds, he had a rooster carved over the front entrance. The former 
Drill Shed is now an LCBO store but you can still see the rooster above the front door. An irony is that, in its later years, the 
shed was used as a meeting hall by various groups, one of which was the Temperance Society.

7. Smith Book Store, Mill Street (photo Elora-028.tif)
RJ Smith opened a book store here in 1861. He later divided the store, letting out half to a druggist named Richard Newman. 
The mortar and pestle symbol between the upper windows is a relic of the drug store that used to be here.

8. Gingerbread House, 22 Metcalfe Street (photo Elora-033.tif)
In the early years of the town, the area around here was the hub of business. James Geddes, after whom Geddes Street was 
named, built this house in 1852. It is a typical Ontario 1½-storey brick house with a gable and window above the front door. 
The front door has a transom and sidelights.

Manufacturers: Foremost we notice the Elora Agricultural Implements factory where a large number of mechanics are employed and 
all kinds of implements turned out. - J Gladstone, Manager. Mr, Anderson's Stumping Machine factory is also a desideratum and 
worthy of patronage by all needing such machines. Besides there are Woollen Mills, Flour Mills, Tannery and several others of 
importance in the village.
Churches: The Churches are very respectable edifices.

Societies: Masonic Lodge, N 0. 203, A. F. and A. M., meets Friday before full moon, 
L.O. L. No. 846 meets monthly at this place.
National St. George's Society meets quarterly.
St. Andrews also have a well organized society here. - Alex. Cuthbert, pres.

Population From the 1879 Wellington Gazetteer:
Anderson Jas W, manufacturer
Anderson William, V. S.
Andrich Andrew, butcher 

Auger and Ritt, waggon-maker
Bain John, woollen mills
Blakeney Henry, manager Merchants Bank
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1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

Beams Joseph G, insurance agent
Biggar Thomas, prop. com. hotel
Bryans James, Cooper
Burns James, hotel keeper 
Burns Edward, barrister, town clerk and treasurer
Black David, carpenter
Bowes John, merchant
Carter and Co,. commission merchants
Carter William, gentleman
Crackle William, bricklayer
Cuthbert Alexander, carriage works 
Clark Charles, merchant 
Chinneck Robert, tailor 
Chisholm Robert, builder 
Day Ebenezer, carriage works
Dalby John, tanner
Dalby and Co, brush factory
Dalby Francis, prop. Dalby house 
Drew and Jacob, barristers
Drew George A.M.P. 
Filchie A F, founder (Salem)
Finlay William, tailor
Foster Thomas, cooper   
Fosdick William J, bookstore
Gladstone James, manager E. A. Impl's works
Gay William, band master
Gibb John, merchant
Graham J amcs, cooper 
Good George, merchant
Garrard S H, waggon-maker
Gray William, mason
Gordon James F, dentist
Gordon and Son, saddlers
Godfrey and Son, boot and shoe manufacturer
Gerrie John, gentleman 
Greenhill George, bank teller
Grant James, merchant 
Hamilton Hugh, blacksmith
Hay George, carpenter 
Henderson James, merchant
Howard William, blacksmith
Heffernan P, merchant 
Holland Samuel, sawmiller
Hortop James, miller 
Johnston James, blacksmith 
Johns John, baker 
Kinney S W, saddler
Kerr William, shoemaker
Kennedy John, cooper
Krausman Andrew, hotel keeps
Kennedy James, revenue officer
Kelley Thomas, maltster  
Keith John, carpenter , 
Lambert and Watson, marble works

Lawrence Charles, plasterer
Laidlaw Thomas, merchant 
Land Charles H, shoemaker
Land D P, moulder 
Leech William, painter
Lapenoticre Wm H, postmaster
Macorqudale D, merchant
Martin Thomas, tinsmith
Mitchell Robert, saddler
Murdock H, baker
Mundell John, cabinet-maker
Mundell Wm R, cabinet-maker 
Middlemiss Rev J, presbyterian
Morgan Harry, music teacher
McBride Andrew, grain dealer
McBean Duncan, mason  
McDonald John, license inspector
McDonald, Rev A D, presbyterian
McLaughlen, J ames, merchant
McLean John, clerk division court
McLellan Archibald, brickmaker
McMicking William P, machinist
Newman Bros, bankers
Noble George, carriage maker
Oliver Wm, gentleman
Paget A H, M. D 
Potter D M and A B, saw and planing mills
Perry Chas, druggist
Robertson Isaac, carpenter
Robertson John, miller
Ritchie James, baker
Smith James A, merchant
Smith T B, druggist
Somers Joseph G, tailor 
Savage William F, M. D.
Shaw and Son, publishers Elem Lightning Express
Stewart Allen, clerk, agent, etc
Stewart Robert, merchant
Taylor John, architect
Thomson George, shoemaker
Topham Robert, shoemaker
Turner William, wood agent
Vickers Francis, livery
Waddell John, merchant
Webster Samuel, tinsmith
Wilson Robert, coal yard
Watters James, tailor
Wissler J and E, merchants, millers, etc. (Salem)
Wood Rowley, gardener
Whincup H'y, weaver
Young Peter, gentleman 
Young Thomas, barber 
Yewens Rev H L, Episcopalian
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