
1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

Chapter 9                                                                         1                                                © 2005-2022 W. Annand



1871 Credit Valley Railway 1883

Chapter 9. Branchline To St. Thomas: 

(milage from Toronto)

9-01 Trafalgar Station (Flag): (mile 25.0)

A Post village in Halton co., Out., 4 miles from Oakville. Pop. (1873) 100.
Letter published in the Western Mercury newspaper, August 18,1831 “Sir: Having had occasion a few days ago to visit Oakville, 
...What drew my attention more particularly was the number of vessels...in the harbour, eleven of which sailed out together… there has
been shipped this season upward of 165,000 bu. of wheat beside a quantity of pearl ashes, etc. -… nearly 3,000 cords of Wood are in 
progress of being shipped.” From 1835 to 1860, Oakville grew rapidly to become Halton's largest shipping and urban centre. Its 
population doubled to 1000 residents and property values increased by 400 per cent. From its busy harbour, schooners loaded with 
local grain, lumber, tallow, and potash sailed for Montreal, and the United States. Upon their return, they brought in exotic 
merchandise and immigrants. In the 1860s, Oakville's port activity declined rapidly due to falling wheat prices at the end of the 
Crimean war, poor wheat crops, exhausted timber resources, and the building of the Great Western Railway as a new transportation 
option. By the 1870s, Oakville's days as a great shipping port were over.

9-02 Hornby Station (Flag): (mile 27.7)

A post village in Halton county, Ont., 10 miles from Georgetown. It contains a saw mill, a brewery, a pottery, 2 stores and 2 hotels. 
Pop. (1873) 85.

9-03 Milton Station: (mile 32.2)

Halton Co., 2,000 pop. (1879), 86 m. S.W. of Toronto, and 25 from Hamilton, on Hamilton and Northwestern and Credit Valley 
Railways. Centre of an agricultural community, in which the manufacturing interests are well represented. After 1850, a tremendous 
expansion of the Ontario railway network occurred. Towns competed fiercely to gain rail service, using bonuses as their main weapon. 
Milton voted a bonus of $30,000 to obtain service from the Credit Valley Railway in 1879. Halton County granted another $75,000. 
The coming of the railway changed the face of Halton, determining areas of growth and areas of stagnation or decline. This new and 
efficient method of transporting goods opened up tremendous new markets in the Toronto, Hamilton, Guelph and beyond. Prior to the 
arrival of the Grand Trunk Railway in 1855, Stewarttown was the major centre in Esquesing Township. The Grand Trunk however, 
went through Georgetown, which underwent tremendous growth and became the new economic centre in the township. Railways 
helped to create the industrial base for the "Golden Horseshoe" region at the western end of Lake Ontario. Towns located on the new 
network, like Milton and Georgetown, grew into urban centres, while the ports in Trafalgar and Nelson Townships declined. The day’s 
settlement patterns continues to reflect the shape set by the railroads when they first came to Halton. Oakville, Burlington, Milton, 
Campbellville, Acton and Georgetown (all on main rail lines), remain the major centres of urban development in Halton. The Halton 
Agricultural Society, organized in 1853, held an annual fair in Milton. In 1860,  Panton and Rixon became editors and publishers of 
the first newspaper in Milton, The Canadian Champion, a four page publication using the 26x40 page size came out on Thursdays. 
The circulation exceeded 1,000 and subscriptions cost $2.00. A second newspaper, The Halton News, was established in 1877 by 
editor and publisher T. J. Starret, with a circulation only exceed 500 and  subscription of $1.50. The Halton News came out every 
Thursday and was also four pages with a 17x41 sheet size.

9-04 Campbellville Station: (mile 38.1) 

A post-village in Halton Co., 14 miles N.W. of Wellington Square. In 1880 contained a woollen factory, 2 saw-mills and a flour-mill. 
Pop. 200.

9-05 McRae's Station (Flag): (mile 42.0)
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9-06 Schaw Station: (mile 45.0)

William Wade Leslie, of Fermanagh Co. Ireland  was an officer under the Duke of Wellington, who married Lady Louise Lavaine la 
Sashe in France during the stay of the British soldiers in France after the war against Napoleon. Here their son William, was born in 
1816. The other children were born in Ireland. In 1831 the Squire's father retired from the army with half pay, emigrated to Canada in 
1833 to take up his military services grant of 397 acres in the gore of Puslinch, and received his patent July 18, 1833, dated at York, 
Upper Canada. The deed that William Wade recieved, was in the Province of Upper Canada and in the county of Halton and District of
Gore and it reserved to the Crown all mines of gold and silver on the property, and also all white pine trees, which the British used in 
shipbuilding. The Leslies were people of property in Ireland and at the death of his father, William Wade Leslie returned to Ireland, 
and disposed of the property. While returning to Canada with the money, his ship went down with no survivors. As the eldest son, 
William inherited his father's property in Puslinch and became known as "Squire Leslie of Puslinch".  William established a general 
merchandise business in 1837, in which barter was the system of exchange. Macdonald family records indicate that it became an active
store about 1854. The Post Office, when it opened, was in the same building. William Leslie received the appointment of post master 
of Puslinch on September 9, 1847 but the office was not opened until  Feb. 6 1849. There is a story that states, William was returning 
from getting his mail in Galt, he was walking home in the darkness of early evening, there were no roads at this time, only blazes here 
and there through the bush. He got lost and wolves overtook him. He climbed a tree and had to remain there over night. When daylight
came, the wolves disappeared. Joseph Grant acted as deputy post master for Leslie. About 1854 Leslie established the general store 
known as the Puslinch post office store at Schaw Station. About this time, Dan McIntosh opened a tailor shop on Lot 36, on the west 
side of Brock Road. Old timers tell the tale of seeing Dan sitting cross-legged on his table, while plying his trade. Brock Road became 
a busy thoroughfare, one could always see waggons teaming and hauling in both directions, from points north of Guelph to the lake 
ports near Hamilton. Squire Leslie went on to politics and was elected, in 1843, as a councillor to represent the township of Puslinch in
the old Gore District Council which presided over the municipal affairs of the country extending from Paris to Bronte Harbour. In 
1864 he was elected Warden of the County. He continued his service to the county in one capacity and another until the end of 1881.  
During this long term of office, extending over a period of 38 years, he held the office of Reeve for 20 years. Upon his retirement, the 
occasion was celebrated with a grand supper in his honour and his friends presented Suire Leslie with a handsome gold watch. The 
festivities took place in the town hall at Aberfoyle, on January 20, 1882. In 1836 William Leslie married Jane, daughter of Capt. 
Gordon of Hamilton. Their  family of eight daughters and four sons, all grew to adulthood. In 1856 William Martin operated a butcher 
shop on east side of Brock Road. There was also Pirie House, a hotel operated, in 1869, by William Pirie. By 1875-6 Puslinch had, a 
grain, coal and cattle business operated by Leslie's son-in-law, Henry Ironside,  blacksmiths, Alexander Ballatyne and Andrew Howie. 

Puslinch was described in the 1875-6 Gazetteer as a Post village on lots 36,37 gore, Township of Puslinch, situated on the Guelph and 
Dundas road, and was said to have a Population of about 100. When the Credit Valley Railway was being built through the area in the 
late 1870’s, The Puslinch Village stop had been mistakenly named Schaw Station. Puslinch Village carried on with two official 
identities, Schaw Station on the west side of the road, and Puslinch Post Office, on the east side. Squire William Leslie, who was 
aware that the coming of the railways often created great prosperity for local communities, gave a free right of way through his 
property, on the condition that the railway name the station, after himself. However, when the  first official railway schedule, with all 
of the stops named, was printed, Leslie Station was indicated, but at the village of Killean! It was not until 1912, that the C.P.R. 
changed the name on its timetables from Schaw to Puslinch. After the completion of the Credit Valley Railway in 1880, business 
centred around the station. Schaw became the shipping hub of the live stock industry of several townships and of the grain trade 
operated by Henry W. Ironside, son-in-law of Squire Leslie. The station was so busy that the local stage driver often found it difficult 
to find a place to tie his team. The railway station was so busy that there were three full time operators on duty. There would often be a
line of teams a mile long waiting to get to the station. Squire Leslie had successfully initiated a grain trade business in the early 1880’s,
just before his death in 1884.  Fine crops of turnips and potatoes also used to be raised in the area and shipped to the United States.  
Mahoney’s quarry on Gore Lot 34, which employed a workforce of local men, utilized the railway to ship crushed stone and was a 
thriving industry from the 1890’s until about 1925. 

9-07 Leslies Station (Flag): (mile 52.0) 

Flag station at the village of Killean, named for Squire William Leslie of Puslinch.
Killean was a small hamlet that built up around the CVR railway station located there. Not much history is written about Killean. Like 
most villages in Southern Ontario, it was started in the early 1800s. By the time the Credit Valley Railway established their station 
there, Killean had a general store and a school built from stones donated by all the local farmers.
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Killean General Store and Post Office, 1883
 

9-08 Galt Station: (mile 57.2)

An incorporated town of Ontario, co. of Waterloo, on Grand River, served by four railways, the Galt branch of Great Western Railway,
the Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway, and the Credit Valley Railway, also a branch of the Grand Trunk Railway connects Galt and 
Berlin. Galt is 25 miles N.N.W. of Hamilton. The Grand River affords water-power, and the town has a heavy trade. In 1880 contained 
churches of 6 denominations, 3 branch banks, several assurance and insurance agencies, 3 printing offices issuing 2 weekly and one 
monthly newspapers, 2 telegraph offices, 12 hotel, about 30 stores, a brewery, several large flouring mills, and large manufacturers of 
axes, iron castings, machine, paper, soap and candles, lasts, pails, woollens, wooden ware, leather, etc. Pop. (1873) 3,827 and (1879) 
4,000. Galt is was once a thriving city in its own right. It was founded by William Dickson and Absalom Shade. The land in Block 1 of
the Six Nations Reserve (eventually the Townships of North and South Dumfries) had been sold in 1798 by Joseph Brant to Philip 
Stedman, who had been at one time the owner of the rights of the Niagara Portage when it was located on the east bank of the Niagara 
River. A few years later, Stedman died and his heir, his sister, sold the land to Thomas Clarke. In 1815, Clarke found himself unable to 
keep up the payments so he sold the land to William Dickson. Dickson, originally from Scotland and a cousin of Thomas Clarke and 
Robert Hamilton, decided to call the whole block of land Dumfries after his hometown in Scotland. His goal was to build a community
in his new property so he asked Absalom Shade to help him. Shade was a 22-year-old builder and Dickson wanted him to build a 
sawmill and gristmill that would be the foundation for the new community. In 1816, they left for a tour of the property and, at the 
junction of Mill Creek and the Grand River, they found the perfect spot. Near Mill Creek they found an old abandoned gristmill that 
had been built for Alexander Miller around 1800. The mill had been abandoned for two reasons: John Erb's mill at the junction of the 
Speed and Grand Rivers in Preston was better, and Miller had sided with the Americans in the War of 1812 and had forfeited his 
property. Later the same day that they discovered the mill, they noticed a small hut in the fields on the other side of the Grand River. 
So they crossed the river to see if they could spend the night there. The owner turned out to be Nathaniel Dodge, a carpenter and 
millwright, who happened to be the man who built the mill for Miller. On Dickson's behalf, Shade rebuilt the abandoned mill and so 
started Galt. 
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Later, he built a new mill, the Dumfries Mill, at the intersection of Mill and Ainslie Streets; this mill was demolished when the 
Armouries were built in 1914. He also built a store, known as the Red Store, on the southwest corner of Water and Main Streets. In the
early days when money was scarce, the chief way of doing business was barter. Later, when money was more available, Shade built 
another store, the White Store, across Water Street on the southeast corner of the intersection. Its prices were lower than the Red 
Store's but it was strictly cash only. By 1819, the new gristmill, the Dumfries Mill, was working. Dickson called on John Telfer to go 
to Scotland and recruit settlers for his land and by 1832 every plot of land was taken. At first, the community was called Shade’s Mills 
by the settlers but eventually became known by its official name, Galt, after the Commissioner for the Canada Company, John Galt.

Galt City Hall, is a grand stone building that was built in 1857 but not without controversy. Before it was built, some people thought 
that the design was not grand enough and did not reflect Galt's stature. The building was designed by HB Sinclair and his partner R 
Burrows. William Graham was to oversee the construction. Graham and Sinclair did not get along and eventually Sinclair walked 
away from the project, bringing it to a halt. Finally, Burrows agreed to finish the project, which however was delayed until 1858. The 
clock was added in 1897 in honour of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. Cambridge City Hall is now housed in a modern building on 
Water Street. The Market, Dickson Street (photo Galt-005.tif) When the City Hall was built in 1858, the market was to be held in the 
basement. Very soon, the powers that be realised that this space was not big enough to satisfy the demand. In 1887, the first attempt to 
solve the problem was to build a single-storey building across the square to augment the space in the City Hall basement. This building
is now the single-storey section of the Market building. This solution was still found wanting so, ten years later, a two-storey section 
was added to the building and so the Market building as it stands today was completed. At first, the second floor was the home for the 
library (or, as it was then called, the reading room of the Mechanic's Institute). The library was moved in 1903 to the majestic building 
on Water Street. CIBC Building, 11 Water Street South (photo Galt-010.tif) The first building on this site was Absalom Shade's Red 
Store, where farmers could barter their produce for goods from the store. The building doubled as Shade's home. Behind the store in 
the river, Shade had his Arks, flat-bottomed boats that he used for transporting his goods down the Grand River through the canal 
constructed by the Grand River Navigation Company. In 1850, Shade replaced the Red Store with this building known as the 
Commercial Block. Galt's first bank, the Gore Bank, located in this building in 1857. By 1869, the Gore Bank was in trouble, but 
before the Galt branch was closed, its assets were taken over by the Canadian Bank of Commerce, which is still here. Originally the 
front door was on the north side and the building had two floors. It was on the second floor in 1852 that a ball was held to celebrate 
turning of the sod for Galt's first railway. Shade made three rooms available for the purpose and Sir Allan MacNab was in attendance. 
Shade also built the first bridge across the river. This bridge and its successors were frequently washed away. The present bridge dates 
from 1931. Main Street Bridge (photo Galt-009.tif) Kirkmichael, 16 Byng Avenue (photo Galt-008.tif) This stone cottage was the 
home of William Dickson Jr. the son of the Hon. William Dickson, founder of Galt. It was built in 1832 and was intended to be the 
gatehouse for an even grander house that was never built. It too had a gatehouse. The building with the very steep roof at 10 Byng 
Avenue was the gatehouse for Kirkmichael. 10 Byng Avenue (photo Galt-007.tif) Dickson Mill, 4 Park Hill Road (photo Galt-003.tif) 
Near the former Queen Street Bridge is the impressive Dickson Mill, which had, in fact, little to do with the Dicksons. This old 
gristmill was built in 1842 by James Ewart and is now a restaurant. The Dickson connection is through another son of William 
Dickson, Robert, who developed the idea of a mill race similar to that of St Catharines, where it provided water power for industry. 
Ovens House, 31-33 Fraser Street (photo Galt-011.tif) This was originally one home and was built by William Ovens about 1829. The 
front door was wide enough to be split into two entrances when the house was divided. But which side got the window in the central 
gable? Trinity Church, 12 Blair Road (photo Galt-013.tif) The church was founded in the 1844 by William Dickson and Absalom 
Shade. They paid for most of the structure, whose construction was supervised by the first minister, Rev. Michael Bloomer. There is a 
monument to Shade and he is buried in the graveyard. The Cedars, 45 Blair Road (photo Galt-002.tif) John Miller, a prominent lawyer,
built this house in 1851. The magnificent front of the house faces down the hill toward the river. It has a large portico with ten 
columns. Steps lead down to the lawn. The side is almost as grand with rounded windows and a door with a fanlight and sidelights. It 
too has steps, but these lead to the driveway. The Cedars from the side (photo Galt-001.tif) Rosehill (photo Galt-012.tif) Although now
surrounded by a modern subdivision, Rosehill was once in the centre of farmland. It was built before 1850, probably by William 
McKenzie. The front entrance has a fanlight and sidelights with a column on each side of the door. Judge Miller House, 54 Wellington 
Street (photo Galt-006.tif) Judge William Miller, first judge of Waterloo County, built this house about 1850 in the hope that it would 
become the first courthouse. Perhaps he was thinking of the short walk home for lunch. Anyway, it did not become the courthouse and 
the judge was almost bankrupted by the cost. The first newspaper in Galt, The Reporter, was established in 1847 with Jaffray Brothers
as editors and publishers. It was an eight page Friday publication, using a 36x48 sheet. Subscriptions were $1.50 and its circulation 
exceeded 1,000. The very next year, Collie and McGiverin became editors and publishers of The Dumfries Reformer, subscribers 
paid $1.50 to receive the four page 30x46 sheet newspaper every Thursday, with a circulation not exceeding 1,000, it was always the 
number two newspaper in town..
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9-09 Dumfries Station (Flag): (mile 62.8) 

Dumfries was founded by William Dickson who was originally from Dumfries in Scotland. This new Town was located in the heart of 
Dumfries Township in the Gore District.

9-10 Ayr Station: (mile 67.3)

A thriving post village in Waterloo co., Ont., at the confluence of Smith's Creek (or River Nith) and
Cedar Creek, 7 miles from Paris. It is an important. grain and lumber market, possesses good water power, and in 1873 contained a 
large iron foundry, woollen factory, extensive flouring mills, etc.; also a telegraph office, a branch bank, a number of stores, and 
several hotels and churches. Pop, (1873) 1,300. Ayr's newspaper, The Recorder; was established in 1880 with Alfred Robinson as the 
editor and publisher; a weekly, published every Thursday, with eight pages and a size of 27x40. Subscriptions were $1.00 and it had a 
circulation exceeding 500.

9-11 Wolverton Station (Flag): (mile 72.8)

A post village in Oxford co., Ont., on Smith's Creek, 4 miles from Drumbo. It contains 1 saw mill, 1 grist mill, and l store. Pop. (1873) 
250.

9-12 Drumbo Station: (mile 74.2)

A flourishing post-village in Oxford, Co. On the Grand Trunk Railway and the Credit Valley Railway, 23 miles E.S.E. of Stratford. In 
1880 contained 4 stores, several churches and hotels, a foundry telegraph office, and some mills and factories. Pop. (1873) 600.

9-13 Blandford Station (Flag): (mile 78.3)

9-14 Woodstock Station: (mile 87.8)

An incorporated town and port of entry of Ontario, ca ital of the county of Oxford on the River Thames and Cedar Creek, and on both 
the Great Western Railway and the Credit Valley Railway. Woodstock is 98 miles from Toronto, 49 miles from Hamilton, 28 miles 
from London. Surrounded by an agricultural district. It is a place of considerable trade, possesses good water power privileges and 
contains, besides the county buildings, 8 churches, 13 hotels 65 stores, 2 branch banks, agencies of 2 telegraph and several assurance 
and insurance companies, 2 printing offices issuing week y newspapers, 2 grist mills, 1 oatmeal mill 1 woollen and 6 furniture 
factories. Woodstock is the centre of one of the best sections of the province. It will be improved by the construction of the Credit 
Valley Railway and the railway from Port Dover to Stratford, and thence to Lake Huron. The town has two Canadian Literary 
Institutes, a flourishing educational establishment with nearly 200 students and a full staff of professors and teachers. Also home of the
Baptist Theological Seminary. Its public buildings are first class, and its hotels attract large numbers of Americans in the summer, who 
speak highly of the place and the beauty-of the scenery. Total value of imports for 1872, $l38,0l4; exports $153,695. Pop. (1873) 
5,000. In 1882, Woodstock had two newspapers; The Sentinal Review, established in 1854 by editors and publishers Pattullo and Co. 
with liberal leanings. It came out on Fridays and was eight pages with a size of 25x47. Subscription rates were $1.50 and had a 
circulation exceeding 5,000. The Times was established 1854; A.W. Francis, editor and publisher, also came out on Fridays and was 
eight pages with a size of 31x46. Subscription rates were $1.50 and its circulation did not exceed 2,000.

9-15 Beachville Station: (mile 92.5)

A flourishing post-village in Oxford Co., on the Great Western Railway and the Credit Valley Railway, 22 miles E. of London. It in 
1880 contained 3 churches, saw-mill, flour-mill and shingle-mill, a foundry and a machine-shop and a. telegraph office. Pop. (1873) 
200.

9-16 Ingersoll Station: (mile 97.0)

An incorporated town in Oxford Co., on the river Thames, and on the Great Western Railway, 19 miles N.N.E. of London. In 1880 
contained churches, of seven denominations, 2 branch banks, several insurance agencies, 2 telegraph agencies, a number of stores and 
hotels, 2 printing offices issuing weekly newspapers, saw-mill, grist-mill, and manufactories of iron castings, machinery, woollens, 
wooden-ware, cheese etc. Ingersoll has a large trade in lumber, grain, and country-produce. Pop. 4,022 (1873) and 5,000 (1879), 
increase largely due to the railways. Ingersoll had three newspapers in 1882, The Chronicle was established in 1853 with G. F. 
Gurnett as editor and publisher, it came out on Thursdays with four 30x45 pages. Subscription rates were $1 50 and its circulation 
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exceeded 2,000. The Oxford Tribune and Canada Dairy Reporter established in 1873 with Harry Rowland as editor and publisher. 
A Thursday paper with four 30x46 pages. The subscription rate was $2.00 and circulation not exceeding 2,000. The Sun was 
established 1881; C.R. Pattience, editor and publisher. A Wednesday paper with twenty 10x14 pages and a subscription rate of $1.00. 
Circulation however was not known.

9-17 Putnam Station: (mile 102.0) 

Originally Dorchester, a post. village in Middlesex co., Ont., on the River Thames, 11 miles from Ingersoll. It contains store and a 
shingle mill. Pop. (1873) 150.

9-18 Harrietsville Station: (mile 106.6)

A post-village in Middlesex Co., 8 miles S. of Dorchester Station. In 1880 contained a large cheese factory. Pop. 120.

9-19 Belmont Station: (mile 112.8)

A post village in Middlesex co., Ont., 13 miles from London. It contains a saw and grist mill, 2 flux mills, a. woollen factory, and 6 
stores. Pop. (1873) 250;

9-20 St. Thomas Station: (mile 121.0)

An incorporated town of Ontario, capital of the county of Elgin, on Kettle Creek. Junction with Michigan Central Railroad and on the 
Great Western, Canada Southern St. Clair Branch, the Credit Valley Railway and London and Port Stanley railways. 15 miles from 
London, 9 miles from Port Stanley. Centre of an agricultural region, and engaged in manufacturing. St. Thomas contains churches of 6 
denominations, (Episcopal, Roman Catholic, Baptist, 2 Methodist, Bible Christian,and Presbyterian,) 2 branch banks, 2 telegraph 
offices, 2 newspaper offices, about 100 stores and 30 hotels,5 saw mills, 2 grist mills, 2 large foundries, 3 tanneries, 1 block and tackle 
factory, 1 car wheel foundry, Canada Southern car shops, Air Line work shops, and a large number of factories of various kinds The 
public buildings are the town hall and market, court. house, and music hall. Four railways run into the town. The station of the Canada 
Southern is one of the finest in Canada. It contains all the head offices of the company The car shops of this company, in which about 
500 men are employed, are also splendid buildings. The town has advanced very rapidly during the past i four years on account of the 
railways running through it. Another railway, the Credit Valley, running from St. t Thomas to Toronto, is under construction. There is a 
custom house officer and an American consul here. Pop. (1873) 7,000.

The city of St Thomas is located on Kettle Creek, which contributed to the city's first name, Kettle Creek Village. The present name is 
supposed to be for the first name of Colonel Thomas Talbot with the St added to make it sound better. Talbot ruled the area like a king 
for about fifty years and was anything but a saint. St Thomas was the so-called capital of the Talbot Settlement, which grew up around 
the Talbot Road. However another theory is that the church was given the name St Thomas without any reference to Talbot and the city
was named for the church. The line between Southwold and Yarmouth Townships is just to the west of St Thomas so that the east end 
of the railway bridge is in Yarmouth while the west end is in Southwold. St Thomas was entirely in Yarmouth Township. The first 
settler in the Yarmouth side of the township line was Captain Daniel Rapelje, a Loyalist immigrant from New York State. He chose Lot
1, which on the face of it was not very smart because it had very little usable land. The usable section was the area bounded by the 
present Pleasant, Talbot, Stanley and Walnut Streets. The area south, which contained the rest of Lot 1 was the valley of Kettle Creek. 
But what attracted Rapelje was the creek. He felt that he could build a mill on the creek. He spent no little time building the mill, 
which was near the bottom of the hill at the junction of Stanley Street and Sunset Drive, so that by the time it was operating he needed 
money. So he surveyed his farm, divided it into lots and sold them. In this way the village of Kettle Creek came into being. Rapelje 
bought another lot and moved there. The first settler on the Southwold side of the township line was David Mandeville. He had the lot 
next to Rapelje but not parallel to it. 

When the Southwold and Yarmouth Townships were surveyed by Mahlon Burwell, he surveyed them using the Talbot Road as a 
baseline. In Yarmouth Township, the Talbot Road goes east-west, so the lots are aligned north-south. In Southwold Township, the 
Talbot Road is at an angle. Mandeville's land included the small parcel of land under the railway bridge. This area was called Stirling 
and was where the Talbot Road crossed Kettle Creek. James Hamilton started a general store near the junction of Talbot Street and 
Sunset Drive. The area where Rapelje built his mill was called Hog's Hollow. However, both of these communities were soon eclipsed 
by Kettle Creek Village built on Rapelje's former land on the top of the hill. Eventually, when the post office was opened in 1831, it 
was given the name St Thomas and included Stirling, Kettle Creek Village and Hog's Hollow.
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Military Museum, 30 Talbot Street (photo St Thomas-009.tif) The front of this cottage is now closed up. The entrance to the museum 
is from the parking lot at the back. The cottage was built in 1852 and was the home of Dr. Charles Duncombe. But this was not the 
famous, or infamous, Dr. Charles Duncombe, who with Dr. John Rolph, started the first medical school in Ontario, found himself on 
the wrong side of the Rebellion in 1837, and had to leave Canada for good. This was Dr. Charles Spencer Duncombe, son of Dr. E.E. 
Duncombe and nephew of the other two Drs. Duncombe, David and Charles. The younger Charles Duncombe worked for his father 
before leaving for Geneva NY where he graduated in 1844. From Geneva he moved to Wisconsin, where he practised for four years 
before moving back to St Thomas. It was in this period that he owned this house. In 1860, he moved back to Wisconsin, where he 
settled in Racine to practise homeopathic medicine. Duncombe House, 32 Talbot Street (photo St Thomas-007.tif) Dr. Elijah E. 
Duncombe was the brother of the more famous Dr. Charles Duncombe. Both were pioneer doctors (with a third brother David) in early
St Thomas. This fine Georgian house is next door to the Military Museum and now houses the Elgin County Pioneer Museum. It was 
built in 1848. The house was originally clapboarded. This house is on the site of Dr. Charles Duncombe's house and surgery, which the
doctor had to leave following his involvement in the 1837 Rebellion. Talbot Trail Cafe, 86 Talbot Street (photo St Thomas-011.tif) 
This store-front building with a porch was once a residence and the home of Murdoch McKenzie. It was built in 1842. The porch is 
original. St Thomas Church, Walnut Street (photo St Thomas-010.tif) Daniel Rapelje gave the plot for St Thomas Anglican Church. 
The story is that two sons died and were buried on his farm. Not liking the idea of them being buried in unconsecrated ground, he gave
the land for the building of the church. The church was completed in 1824. Colonel Talbot gave funds for the church's tower, steeple, 
and chancel, added in 1825. Ermatinger House, 59 Walnut Street (photo St Thomas-008.tif) Edward Ermatinger was a former clerk 
with the Hudson's Bay Company, who left to become a banker, real estate agent, and insurance broker. He was active in politics for a 
while, managing to be elected to the Legislative Assembly.  He wrote a book about Col. Talbot which caused a furor for the manner in 
which he assaulted the reputation of men such as Col. Mahlon Burwell. This Georgian house was built in 1853. Hockridge House, 50 
William Street (photo St Thomas-003.tif) Under all of the additions, you can still see the original 1½-storey house with the front door 
set in the end of the building. The house was built in 1861 by Samuel Hockridge. Bannerwood, 6 St Anne's Place (photo St Thomas-
004.tif) Built in 1830 by Surranus Thompson, this is a plain, square box with the front door set to one side of the single front room. In 
the 1850s, this was the Common School or the Talbot Seminary. Munro House, 35 William Street (photo St Thomas-001.tif) Sheriff 
Colin Munro had this white-brick Georgian house built in 1860. Munro was a well-known businessman and official of Elgin County 
who settled near Talbotville in 1840. He had Alma College named after his wife and daughter. Colin Street in Port Bruce is named for 
him. The fine front door has a transom and sidelights. Travers House, 39 Wiulliam Street (photo St Thomas-002.tif) Dr. Richard 
Travers was a pioneer doctor. Born in 1822 in County Cork, he started his practise in Fingal in 1845. He built this house in 1855, but 
the rigours of being a pioneer doctor wore him down and he died in 1856. Unlike the house next door, this house has the front door to 
one side. It too has a front door with a transom and sidelights. The bricks for this house were originally rose-coloured but have now 
faded. Drake House, 77 Metcalfe Street (photo St Thomas-006.tif) The man who settled on Lot 2 next to Daniel Rapelje was Captain 
William Drake, from Orange County, New York. His son Benjamin, born on the farm here in 1809, built this house in 1850. This 
Georgian house faces down Drake Street, which was once the lane leading to the Drake farm. Benjamin also donated part of the farm 
for the Court House. Coyne House, 95 Metcalfe Street (photo St Thomas-005.tif) This Georgian house was built in 1858 by William 
Kains. It is known as the Coyne House for Dr. James Henry Coyne, who bought the house in 1890. Dr. Coyne was the founder and 
first president of the Ontario Historical Society. One of his grandsons was Governor of the Bank of Canada, and another was Chairman
of Ontario Hydro. One of his daughters was the first airline stewardess for Air Canada. Dr. Coyne was himself the grandson of Henry 
Coyne, an early hotel owner and political enemy of Col. Talbot. By 1859, St. Thomas was publishing two newspapers. The Journal, 
came out every evening except Sunday, was a four page, 22x32 size effort with a subscription rate of $4.00. The Journal was edited 
and published by Journal Printing Co. However their circulation is unknown. The Journal Printing Co. Also was putting out a weekly 
publication every Thursday, Southern Counties Journal, this was ten pages and had a size of 18x25. Subscription were $1.50 and 
circulation was somewhere between 2,500 and 3,000. In 1873, the third and fourth newspapers were established with J. Wilkinson, as 
editor and publisher. The Times, a semi-weekly, was four page and 26x40, coming out on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and The Weekly, 
was four pages at 30x44 and came out on Thursdays. Subscriptions for the semi-weekly were $2.50, while the weekly was $1.50. 
Circulation of the semi-weekly never exceeded 1,000, while the weekly never exceeded 3,000. In 1881, a fifth newspaper was 
established by J.C. Pankhurst, The Canadian Licenced Victuallers' Journal. Coming out on Saturdays at sixteen 9x12 pages, with a 
subscription rate of $2.00, however its circulation is not known.

Removal and Abandonment of  Railroad Stations: (St. Thomas vs CVR) 1883
In Ontario, it is held that a city is not a trustee for the individuals who suffer loss or inconvenience from the abandonment of a railroad 
station and cannot recover damages for their use. It seems, however, that the city may recover in such cases where the railroad 
company has violated its contract entered into with the city to maintain the station: and damages may be fixed by estimating the loss of
the city in taxation resulting from depreciation of property. Corporation of St. Thomas v. Credit Valley R.Co., 12 Ont. App.Rep. 273. 
36 Am. & Eng.R.Cas. 473. 
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